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SEQUEL 
TO THE 


THOUSAND ax» ONE NIGHTS. 


The Hiſtzry of BohETZA D, and his ten VIZ IRS. 


| Thr mighty kingdom of Dineroux encompaſſos 
{ Syria, and the numerous itlands which are fituated 
at the entrance of the Perſian gulph. This ſtate was 
formerly ſubject to the dominion of the great Bo- 
hetzad, who reſided conitantly at Iſſeſſara, his me- 
tropolis. The power of this mighty monarch was 
unequalled throughout the eaſt 3 his armies were in- 
numerable, his treaſures ine xhauſtible; and the po- 
pulation of his kingdom was only to be cqualled by 
ts fertility. This kingdom was divided into ten 
crand departments, which were confided to the ad- 
miniſtration of the ten Vizirs of which his Divan 
Was compoled. 

This Prince ſought. frequently to relax his mind, 
after the important cares of goverument, in the 
manly exerciſe of hunting, One day, purſuing his 
game with his accnito;med 'ardour, he was ſo carried 
away by his deſire to attain the ſtag, that he follow- 
cd it into the midſt of an intricate foreſt ; aſter he 
had, with great difficulty, extricated from the foreſt, 
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2 SEQUEL TO THE 


he found that he had loſt ſight of both his game and 
attendants, As he was ſeeking the road which led 
towards the eaſt, he perceived, afar off, a conſider- 
able troop of men. He made towards them ; and as 
he approached, he diſtinguiſhed that it was a corps 
of Knights, who ſurrounded a magnificent litter, 
that was rendered ſuperbly reſplendent by the glow- 
ing beams of the ſetting ſun. This grand carriage 
was compoled of rock-cryital ; the mouldings and 
hinges were fretted gold, and the roof was made of 
aloes-wood, in the ſhape of a crown, ornamented 
with ſilver; it was conſtructed in the form. of an an- 
tique temple, and was ſo brilliant as to dazzle the 
ſight of all beholders. Such wonderful magnificence 
and bcauty, in the heart of a ſolitary deſert, both 
aſtoniſhed the monarch, and excited his curioſity. 
Je drew near the eſcort ; and after reſpectfully ſa- 
luting the Knight who held the reins of the mules, 
he addreſſed him in the following words: © My 
friend, do me the favour to inform me who is the 


maſter of this beautiful equipage, and what is its del- 


tination £ 

Notwithſtanding theſe queſtions were aſked with 
the greateſt complaiſance, yet as the monarch's hunt- 
ing-drels did not announce his dignity, the only an- 
{wer he received was, that it did not concern him, 
and that he had better purſue his own road. This 
uncivil reply did not diſcourage the King; he re- 
peated his queſtions in a ſtill more affable tone, and 
even begged them to give him a ſatisfactory aulwer. 
Thereupon, the chief turned he point of his lance 
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towards him, and ſaid, “ Purſue thy way, rath 
man! and learn, that if thou continueſt to impor- 
tune us, thy preſumption may colt thee thy life!” 

The extreme inſolence of this behaviour provoked 
Bohetzad ; and he inſtantly advanced towards the 
Knight who thus menaced him, with that bold look, 
and aweful tone of voice, which the habitual exer- 
ciſe of abſolute power alone can give. © Slave of 
my throne!” cried he, “ doſt thou not know thy 
Sovereign? — And ſuppoſing that it had not been 
Bohetzad who addreſled thee, did it become thee to 
threaten the meaneſt of my ſubjects with death, for 
merely aſking a queſtion?“ 

At the name of Bohetzad, the Knights were al- 
molt petrified with aſtonithment and fear, and in- 
ſtantly alighting from their Reeds, proſtrated them- 
ſelves before him. The moſt ancient Knight broke 
ſilence, ſaying; © Deign, Sire, to pardon an an- 


— 


— 


{wer which was not deſigned to reach the ears of 
the molt mighty of monarchs; for who amongſt 
your ſlaves, could recogniſe his ſovereign, alone, 
and thus atticed:* © Riſe,” anſwered the King, 
and fatisfy my curioſity inſtantly ; where are you 
conducting that litter, and who is in it?“ © Sire, 
replied the Knight, © the perſon in it is the Princeſs 
Saterjoa, daughter to your Grand Vizir Aſphand; 
ihe is deſtincd to eſpouſe the Prince of Babylon, to 
whom your ſlaves are conducting her.” At the con- 
elufton of this ſpeech, the Grand Vizir's daughter, 
Deiny ſurpriſed at this delay, looked out of the litter 
4% inquire the cauſe. In ſpite of the precautions 
B 2 


4 SEQUEL TO THE 
ſhe uſedito avoid being ſeen, the King perceived her 
and he was ſo delighted at this tranſient fight of her 
uncommon beauty, that his heart inſtantly received 
a deep wound. He determined to gain poſſeſſion of 
the lovely object of his ſudden paſſion; aad in or- 
der to effect it, he availed himſelf of his abſolute 
power, and thus addreſſed the conductor of the lit- 
ter: © Turn again into the road which leads to- 
wards Iſſeſſara, and conduct the daughter of my 
Grand Vizir to my palace.” The Chief was aſto— 
niſhed at this command; and thinking it his duty 
to expoſtulate with his Majeity on this precipitate 
ſtep, he addreſſed him in theſe words: “ Sire, 
your Grand Vizir is, like ourſelves, your humble 
flave, and bound to obey your orders without a mur- 
mer; but, ſuppoling that we were to conduct his 
daughter to his own palace, having ſworn not to 
forſake her till we ſaw her ſafe in Babylon, the 
would be no leſs ſubmiffve to your Majeſty's ſu— 
preme will.” © My Vizir diſpoſed of his daughter, 
without conſulting me, or even informing me of his 
deſign; therefore he docs not merit this attention.“ 
s dire,” reſumed the Knight, “ permit your ſlave 
to repreſent to you, that Aſphand, in conſequence 
of having been long honoured with your confidence, 
has always enjoyed the higheit reputation amongſt 
your people ; and ſhould any violence be now excr- 
ciſed againſt him, it would coniiderably leſſen his 


credit in the eyes of the public ; and this credit it is 
even your Majeſty's own intereſt that he ſhould con— 
tinue ſtill to-enjoy.” © His credit depends entirely 
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on me, anſwered the impatient monarch; and the 
honour I ſhall confer on him, by eſpouſing his 
daughter, will ailuredly ;increale it.“ 

The moit aged and the, molt intelligent of the 
Knivhts now ventured to addreſs Bohetzad. “ Sire, 


ſaid he, © your flave humbly befeeches you to reflect 


Ry I 4 6.24 Aa A * 8 0 * 97 
mat urely on the ſtep you are about to take; for“ 


c Raſh old man! cx claimed the irritated Monarch, 
« I have reflected too long. Muſt, then, Bohetzad 
conſtrain himſelf lor a flave? Obey my orders. — 
Then, not being able any longer to contain his im- 
Patience, he ſeited the reins, antl hailily turned the 
mules towards the ſide of the foreſt, where he con- 
cluded his attendants were waiting for him. He 
ſoon reached his tent, and ordered his people to join 
the Knights, and conduct the litter, with all poſſible 
ſpced, to his palace. The cavalcade ſoon arrived 
there, and the King ordered the Chief of the Eu- 
nuchs to defire the principal Cadi to attend him ; 
the Judge preſented himſelf, and drew up immedi- 
ately the contract of marriage between Bohetzad and 
the Princeſs Baherjoa. 

Whillt the King was wholly engroſſed by the ce- 
remonies of his marriage, the Knights reached the 
palace of the Grand Vizir. They bluſhed at return- 
ing without his daughter, whom they had ſolemnly 
enga ed to conduct to Babylon. The Miniſter was 

| 

| 


wants 
14 104 2 


alarmed at the news of their return, and he 
cared leit any accident had occaſioned it. The 
principal Knight related the adventure they had met 


wich, and defcribed, with all the exaggeration of 


6 SEQUEL TO THE 
-paſſion, the deſpotic behaviour of Bohetzad. This 
account filled the Vizir's heart with rage and rcicnte 
ment; nor did the intelligence that the King pur— 
poled eſpouſing his daughter that very night, in the 
leaſt ſoften him. What tyranny !” he exclaimed, 
« to oppole my family arrangements; carry off my 
daughter, without my conſent ; and efpouſe her, 
without deigning to conſult me! Is this his me- 
thod of rewarding my faithful ſervices?“ 

In this frame of mind, vowing vengeance for the 

inſult he had received, Aſphand ſent exprefles to aſ- 
ſemble the Princes, the grandees of his family, and 
all his friends. When they were arrived, he paint- 
ed to them in the moſt lively colours the outrage 
hat the King had committed againit the Prince of 

Babylon, his daughter, and himſelf. Reſentment 
was ſoon caught by every breaſt ; and Aſphand per- 
ccived by the effect this account had produced in the 
minds of his friends, that he would have no great 
difhculty in perſuading them to lend him their aſſiſt- 
ance, to execute his projects of vengeance, 

% Princes and Lords, reſumed he, “our lux- 
urious Monarch, abſorbed by his pleaſures, and not 
delicate in the means of procuring them, has inſulted 
me in the moſt irreparable manner, as a reward for 
my indefatigable endeavours to ſerve him. Doth he 
think that my daughter ruſt partake of his fickle fa- 
vours, and ſubmit to his wild deſires? You your- 
ſelves will not be ſecure from ſimilar diſhonour ; for 
be aſſured, your wives and daughters will not be 
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ſpared. This torrent of iniquity will deluge us all, 
if we do not inſtantly conſpire to ſtop its courſe. 

The Vizir's friends felt themſelves, after liſtening 
to this artful harangue, perſonally intereſted in the 
affront he kad received, and conſulted with him the 
means of vengeance. One amongſt them, who was 
a conſummate politician, adviſed him to act with 
eireumſpection. E 

« Aſphand,” ſaid he,“ if you follow my opinion, 
you will write to the King, and expreſs how ſen— 
ſible you are of the unexpected honour he has con- 
ferred on you, to which you never dared to raiſe 
your hopes. You muſt, at the ſame time, addreſs 
a letter to your daughter, in which you muſt appear 
enchanted with her unexpected happineſs, and unite 
vith her in imploring Heaven to load with bleſſings 
the cheriſhed monarch of a happy people. You 


muſt alſo accompany theſe diſpatches with ſome 


magnificent preſents : thus Buhetzad, blinded by his 
love, and eaſily perſuaded of what he withes, will 
entertain no ſuſpicions of the fate that awaits him 

You muſt take advantage of this ſecurity, and re- 
move from the capital on the firſt favourable occa- 
fon, under pretence of ſome important buſineſs. — 
When that you are thus out of the reach of his power, 
you muſt ſend to all the Princes and Governors 
charged with the adminiſtration of the different pro- 
vinces of the empire, an alarming account of the 
deſperate ſituation of the xingdom: you mult deſcribe 
to them, in the molt forcible terms, the imminent 


danger the {tate is in, entruſted in the hands of a 
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young, licentious King, abandoned to his paſlions, 
and incapable of recompenſing ſervices, which he 
never recognited but by violence and inſult, follow- 
Ing no other law than that of kis abſolute, depraved 
will.“ 

The Grand Vizir, and all his friends, approved 
of this well- laid plan, and agreed to be on the watch 
for every favourable occaſion to prejudice the minds 
of men againlt their Sovereign ; his friends alſo re— 
folved to remain at Iſſeſſara, in order that they might 
be enabled to fend Aſphand the earlieſt intelligence 


6 ' 1 4 1 1 Wh i & 
of what had occurred during his abſence. Theſe re- 
folntions bony taken, the ail mbly : TDaratcd; to 
aid giving riſe to ay ſuſpicions. Alphand ſoon 
lter wrote to the Kin. , nu the i 18 rus - 
% Nighty King, Monarch of the two Seas, 
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„ Aipnanu, your melt attached flave, already 
raiſed to the unmerited honour of your Grand Vizir, 
and decorated with the title of Prince, did not dare 
to aſpire to the honour of your alliance. Over- 
whelmed by this unhoned-for favour, your Have ad- 
dreſſes the moit ardent prayers to heaven, to accu- 
mulatc on your royal head perpetual bleſſings; and 
to grant to you a long and proſperous reign, un- 
clouded by any vexation, io its lateſt period. I 
have fulhllcd, Sire, till this time, the duties of your 
firſt Vizir, with all the exactneſs and attention of 
which I was capable; but now my functions are 
become ſtill more ſacred ; for the honour of your 


alliance renders the ſucceſs of my undertakings 
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perſonal, and my daughter and I will ever make 
our greatelt glory conlift in being your devoted, 


faithful {laves. 
«© ASPHAND." 


The letter addreſſed to his daughter only contained 
congratulations on her happineis, and was written 
in the ſame ariful manner as the one addreſſed to her 
royal conſort. He conſigned theſe letters, accom- 
panicd by a magnificent preſent, into the hands of 
the firlt officer of the houſehold, who, with the Vi- 
ey eldeit fon, was ſoon admitted to the monarch's 
preſence. He received them with great complai- 
la. 2red the VIzier's fon to be cloathed in a 
lu, C] 7110 and gave a thouſand pieces of gold to 
th Acer. 
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of his expreſſions. © After the m mnilter had peruſed 
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the letter, he appeared thoughtful and penſive.— 
«© What! are you not ſatisfied with it !” aſked the 
King. When the poiſonous reptile wiſhes to 
inſinuate itſelf,” replied the ſagacious Vizir, “it 
doth not excite terror by its horrid hiſſings; no, its 
ſupple and delicate body glides ſoftly alone; its ſkin 
is ſmooth and beauteous, and it carefully conceals 
its venomous, deadly ſting ! Ah! Sire, truſt to the 
penetration of your aged and experienced flave, 
and beware of Aſphand's warm profeſſions; for they 
are ſtudied, Sire, and moſt aſſuredly do not flow from 
his heart. Your Majeſty has certainly offended him 
highly, and the feigned mildneſs of his expreſſions 
mark a project of deep revenge, which you, Sire, 
ought to apprehend, and prevent.” Bohetzad, in- 
ebriated with the pleaſure of his charming Queen's 
ſociety, believed her father's profeſſions of attach- 
ment, and attributing the old man's counſel to envy, 
diſregarded this proof of his zeal: in ſhort, his 
fcars were quite huſhed. 

In the courſe of a few months, Aſphand, in pur— 
ſuance of his project, removed himſelf, and his at- 
tendants from the court, under the pretence of ap- 
peaſing ſome tumults which had ariſen in a town ſi- 


tuated on the frontiers. As ſoon as he was out of 


the King's power, he gave intelligence to the go- 
vernors of the diiferent provances of the affront which 
ne had received from the King, and excited them to 
revolt, by artfully raiſing their fears of meeting with 
ſimilar treatment; and, in order to prejudice them 


? 
full farther againſt their ſovereign, he groſsly ca- 
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lumniated his character, by miſrepreſenting both 
his privaie and public actions. The governors, en- 
raged agaiuſt 2 Prince whoſe adminiſtration had been 
painted to them in ſuch odious colours, concerted 
toge er, and after having maturely deliberated on 
the ſchrine laid before them by Aſphand, they re- 
turned for anſwer, that they would inſtantly aſſemble 
al! the troops under their command, and unite them 
at the firſt notice they ſhould receive from him.— 
Thereupon, the Grand Vizir ſent expreſſes to the 
Princes who had remained in the metropolis to hold 
themſelves in readineſs, as he would ſhortly appear 
at the gates of Iitefſara with a numerous army, to 
free the ſtate from a tyrant, and execute his own 
vengcance. 

The conſpiracy was carried on with ſuch fecrecy 

nd celerity, that Bohetzad did not entertain the 
leaſt {uſpicion. of it, till Ifieftara was inveſted on 
every ſide by Aſphand's army. When this dreadful 
news reached the ears of the King, he inſtantly 
armed himfclf, and ordered the troops that compoſ- 
ed his private guard to follow him; but they had 
been coirupted, and were devoted to the Vizir: 
thus he found biel ſurrounded by enemies, even 


n the heart of hie palace, and there was no reſource 
Ieft for him but flight. 

In theſe deipzratc cireun ſtances, he flew to his 
Hables, lingled out the ſleeteſt of his hunters, ſad- 


dled him himſelf, and taking Baherjoa, his afflicted 
bride, behind him, he directed his courſe towards 
the deſert, and bravely ruſhed through the muti- 
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12 SEQUEL TO THE 
neers, whom he trod under foot, The young hero, 
whoſe courage ſcemed to have acquired freſh vigour 
from his love, made his way like an impetuous tor- 
ſent through the crowd that endeavoured to oppoſe 
his pallage ; his dreaded lance ſpared none who were 
ſo unfortunate as to fall in his way; and as his horſe 
was as vigorous as he was fleet, he was ſoon tran- 
ſported out of the fight of his wondering enemies. 
W hen he got clear of them, he {till continued his 
courſe ſwifter than an arrow, and at laſt reached 
the deſert. It was now midnight, and the violent 
exerciſe of this rapid journey had fatigued the Queen 
ſo much, that ſhe intreated Bohetzad to ſtop. He 
conſented, though he was ſtill apprehenſive that the 
enemy, who were in purſuit of him, might overtake 
him; they, however, alighted at the foot of a bleak, 
inacceſſible mountain. Baherjoa was very near her 
time, and this violent journey brought on her labour 
in this fearful defert, amidit the howling of wild 
beaſts, and the obſcurity of a dreary night; ſhe ſoon, 
however, brought into the world a young Prince, 
as beautiful as herſelf, Lhe fond, afflicted pait 
loaded him with their carefles, and the tender mo- 
tions this firſt pledge of their love raiſed in their bo- 
ſoms, made them forg 7et not 2. their misiortunes, 
but their fatigue, * even alleviated the horrors of 
their deſolate ſituation. Ihe Queen wrapped the 
child up in part of her robe, and then the royal fu- 
gitives llept 1 in cach other's arms, till the 
dawning day invited them to continue their journey, 
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which they were obliged to purſue with leſs rapidity 
on account of the new- born infant. 

The tender mother ſuckled her child for ſome 
time ; but having no other food than what the foreſt 
afforded, ſhe was not long able to furniſh her infant 
ſufficient nouriſhment, and the poor babe began to 
pine away. Baherjoa herſelf was ſenſibly altered, 
and Bohetzad ſaw himſelf reduced to the dreadful 
neceſſity of ſacrificing the child to preſerve the lan- 
guiſhing mother, who was on the brink of falling a 
prey to her maternal tenderneſs. Whilſt the King 
was deliberating on the neceſſity of ſeparating the 
mother and the child, and on the means he ſhould 
take to effect it, he perceived at a {mall diſtance a 
clear tranquil rivulet, the banks of which were 
cloathed with moſs, and ſhaded with willows; this 
appeared to him the moſt convenient place to leave 
the child in; he then made known his intentions to 
Baherjoa, and inſiſted on her complying with them. 


The afflicted mother was half frantic with grief, at 


being thus obliged to abandon her firit-born, either 
to periſh with hunger, or be devoured by wild beaſts. 
« Oh God!” exclaimcd (he, „ thou was kait watch- 
ed over, and preſerved the young Iſhmael, take com- 
paſſion alſo on this innocent, defenesleſs infant! 
Send thy protecting angel to his ſuecour; for in thee 
is our only truſt!” Her ſighs and groans then ſtifled 
ker voice, and the King took advantage of this op- 
portunity to tear her away, and forrowtully reſigned 
this precious depoſite into the hands of its Creator. 
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The noiſe which they had made in going to 
the brook, had frightened away a hind and her 
fawns, that were driaking at the ſtream ; as ſoon as 
they removed from it, the animal returned again, 
and approached the languiſhing little creature, that 
was loling rapidly its laſt remains of ſtrength and 
life. 

Inſtinct compelled the animal to offer the expiring 
babe the nouriſhment that was deſtined for its own 
young. The monſters with which the foreſt abound- 
ed, ſeemed to have reſigned the enjoyment of this 
happy place to the hind and her fawns ; and ſhe con- 
tinued grazing near her nurſling, whom this timely 
ſuccour had revived. This tranquillity, however, 
was ſoon diſlurbed by man. 

A band of robbers, after travelling over, for 
many days, the burning ſands, and barren deſerts, 
diſcovered: this ſequeſtered ſpot, and came to it to 
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approached hi: n; took him in his arms, and was ſo 
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{truck with his beauty, and look of imploring inno- 


cence, that he carried him to his witc, and begged: 


her to take charge of him. "Ile {ight of the poor 


infant, who had been thus miraculouſly ſaved from. 


famine, and devouring beaſts, fo affected the wo- 
man, that ſhe cheariully put her huſband's good in- 
tentions into practice, and procured the young Prince 
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the beſt nurſe that was to be found in the horde, 
and adopting him for her ſon, ſhe brought him up 
with as much care and tenderneſs, as if ſhe had 
really given him birth. 

Now that we have left the fruit of Bohetzad's 
love in ſafety, let us follow the footſteps of his roya 
parents. "The wretched pair journeyed on, full of 
grief and heavineſs, regretting the dreadful ſacrifice 
they had been forced to make of nature to duty ; in 
this gloomy manner they purſued the road that led 
towards the capital of Perſia, which was the purpoſ- 
ed end of this dreary journey ; Kallera was then the 
reigning King. 

This mighty monarch received the Prince with 
all the reſpect and attention due to a powerful Sove- 
reign and ally, whole ſubjects had treacherouſly re- 
belled againſt him. He allotted to Bohetzad 
apartment in his palace, as magnificent as his own ; 
and that of his favourite Sultana's was not more ele- 
gant than Bahe Jon . Such was the richneſs and 
ſplendour of this palace, that, beſide the apartments 
which the King of Dincroux and his Queen occu= 
pied, there were twenty-four others, all inhabited 
by the Sultan's women, who were each attended by 
rey llaves of their own ſex, very young, and of the 
moſt exquilite beauty. 

It ſeemed as if all the treaſures of the eaſt had been 
exhauſted, in order to embelliſh theſe ſuperb dwel- 
lings. The gardens weie filled with the rareſt and 
the moſt brilliant flowers; and lakes and rivers were 
interſperſed with ſuch art and taſte, as to have the 
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molt charming effect. I his. terreſtrial paradiſe was 1 
filled alſo with trees, which offered at the ſame time, R 
j by the variety of their fruits, and the richneſs of 4 
their foliage, the image of abundance, and the charms 


of repoſe; theſe trees were filled with birds, whoſe þ 


beautiful plumage, aud melodious ſongs, rendered ; 
this a moſt enchanting place; in a word, every ; 
| thing concurred to announce the immenſe riches of 
k the Grand Monarch of Perſia; wlioſe great power | 
| was manifeſted, ſtill more, by an army of two hun- 7 
dred thouland men, who compolſcd his private ? 
jy guards, 15 
N This generous monarch not only gave orders for a 115 
| formidable army to be aſſembled, but he made it his TH 
3 principal itudy to diſſipate the melancholy of his royal 14 
; gueits, by a continual ſucceſſion of varied and bril- A 
| hant feſtivals ; but 95 Regt and magnanimity were 1 
[> not the only motives which inſpired this attention; F; 
a leis noble ani] more imperious ſentiment had taken M 
| polſethion of his heart. He was enamoured with | 
| Baherjoa, whole beauty ec pfed that of every female Ti 
4 in the ſcraglio; he dig fed his paſlion, under the Cf 
. ſpecious name of frieadinip; but his afliduous care FR 
1 to ſatisſy or anticipate all her wiſhes, the prodigal 'D 
1 profuſion . that he exhibited on every occaſion in 3 
: which ſhc was concerned, night have eaſily betrayed . Hi 
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his love. But the melancholy Baherjoa, entirely 


| occupied by the loſs of her ſon, and the misfortunes 
ct her conſort, was far from ſuſpecting the real cautc 15 
| of his attentions, aud was quite inſenſible to the Eh 
pleaſures which ſurrounded her; in ſhort her heart 
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was inacceſſible to every ſentiment but that of grief. 
In the mean time the army was aſſembled, and Bo- 
hetzad took leave of Kaſſera, in order to take the 
command of this immenſe army. He quickly pene- 
trated into Syria, which the uſurper Aſphand no 
ſooner had intelligence of, than, alarmed by the 
danger that threatened him, he aſſembled two hun- 
cred thouſand men, and advanced with his confede- 
rates to meet the King. 

The armies ſoon met, and an experienced Vizir 
belong the King of Perſia commanded the 


D 


center of { Bot etz:4's army; While he, at the head of 


a few choſe! Kaki le from rank to rank, giv- 
ing his orders. At length, after arranging every 
thing to his wiſh, he ſuddenly began the combat, by 
falling on the enemy's right wing, with ſo much ar- 
dour, that it was immediately thrown into confuſion, 
The King perceived this diſorder, and took advan- 
tage of it, by advancing his whole army towards 
that of the enemy, as if he meant to make a gene- 
ral attack; but fearing to ſpill the blood of his rebel- 


lious ſubjects, he deferred this motion till it ſhould 


become abſolutely necellary, and ordered his left 
wing to attack the enemy on the right, which alſo 
giving way, and retiring in diforder, Aſphand ſud- 
denly found three parts of his army ſurrounded by 
the.enemy's troops. This uſurper, become almoſt 
deſperate by the danger that menaced him, tried, in 
vain, to rally his diſordered troops; but this vigo- 
rous aſſault, and the remorſe they felt for fighting in 
ſuch a bad cauſe, quite diſcouraged them, ſo that all 
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his efforts were vain, The King then perceiving 
their diſpoſition in his favour, offered them all par- 
don, which they gratefully accepted of, and to ſhew 
themſelves not unworthy of it, they unanimoully re- 
ſigned to him the leaders of the rebellion ; upon 
which Aſphand and his principal confederates were 
inſtantly maſſacred on the field of battle. 

This complete victory decided the fate of the king- 
dom of Dineroux, which now again willingly ſub- 
mitted to the laws of its rightful fovereign. Bohet- 
Zad, thus reinſtated in his rights, after eſtabliſhing 
order in his kingdom, was entirely occupied with 
thinking how he ſhould teſtify his gratitude to the 
Sovereign who had generouſly afforded him the means 
of overthrowing his enemies. 

The molt intelligent of his Vizirs was ordered to 
{et off for Perſia, at the head of twelve thouſand men, 
intruſted with the care of twenty elephants, loaded 
with the moſt magnificent preſents. But the Vizir 
was charged with a ſtill more important commiſſion ; 
he was to paſs through the deſert where Baherjoa's 
child had been abandoned; he was to feek out the 
rivulet, and to make the moit diligent inquiry of 
every living being he ſhould meet on his way, con- 
cerning this precious depoſit ; and if he ſhould find 
him, to carry him to his diſconſolate mother, whom 
he was to conduct back to Ifſeflara, But the dili- 
gent Envoy's ſearch did not avail, and he was un- 
ſucceſsful in his attempt to gain any intelligence of 
the child, 
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Kaſſera, who was deſperately in love with the wife 
of Bohetzad, thought it impoſſible to exiſt without 
her; and when the King of Dineroux's Ambaſſador 
arrived, loaded with preſents from his royal maſter, 
the Monarch felt honour and love ſtruggling in his 
heart, but the latter bore the aſcendancy. This ty- 
rannical paſſion made him exaggerate the benefits he 
had conferred on Bohetzad, and the giving up a wo- 
man to him, in his eyes, appeared but a trifling re- 
compence for his important ſervices. In ſhort, he 
was on the brink of forfeiting the glorious character 
of a generous protector, for that of the cowardly ra- 
viſher of his ally's wife. 

Nevertheleſs, he feigned to receive Bohetzad's pre- 
ſents with joy and gratitude. About the ſame time, 
the auxiliary army returned; the officers related 
wonders of Bohetzad's courage, talents, and mag- 
nificence; they were enchanted with his behaviour, 
loaded with his benefits, and aſtoniſhed with the 
power he poſſeſſed, and the numerous advantages of 
the country he governed. Theſe unanimous reports 
raiſed ſtrange combats in Kaſſera's enamoured foul ; 
he was unaccuſtomed to conquer his paſſions, and 
he had, till that moment, always yielded to his in- 
clinations, without the leaſt reflection. His ſoul 
was torn by conflicting paſſions, and he ſaw himſelf 
reduced to the neceflity of renouncing the obje& of 
his love for ever, or the grateful title of benefactor 
of a ſovereign equal to himſelf in dignity and power, 
to riſł the drawing upon Perſia the horrors of a cruel 
war, and {ee himſelf abhorred by all Aſia. 
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“ Bluſh, Kaflera !“ exclaimed he, “ for the cri- 
minal wiſhes thou haſt formed. Be grateiul to Hea- 
ven for having opencd thy eyes, before thou haſt 
reached the-precipice which would have proved thy 
ruin. The worthy King of Dineroux ſhall never 
know that thou haſt ever forgotten the duty thou 
owelt to thyſelf and him. Ah! abſolute authority! 
how much thou art to be feared by him, who has 
acquired no power over his own paſſions! Had I 
yielded to my wild delires, I fhould have become 
criminal, and ſhewed myiclf unworthy of reigning |! 
But I will rouſe all my reſolution, and, if poſſible, 
ſurmount my paſſion !” | 
The King of Perſia having taken this heroic reſo- 
lution, fent immediately for his grand treaſurer, and 
ordered him to make preparations for Baherjoa's re- 
turn to her royal conſort's dominions. A litter was 
conſtrued for her, which ſurpaſſed every thing of 
the kind in magnificence and beauty. Seated in 
this litter, and followed by a conliderable embaſſy, 
Baherjoa began her journey to Syria, after having 
received the warmeſt aſſurances of attachment and 
reſpect from the atflicted Monarch, whoſe heart bled 
when he made this ſacrifice of love to honour. 
Bohetzad met his conſort before ſhe entered Iſſeſ- 
fara, It would be very ditncult to do juſtice to this 
interview ; the tranſports of the happy pair were too 
great for utterance ;z but thñis tender intoxication was 
ſoon interrupted by the Queen's 1nquiries concerning 
her child; and her joy was changed to grief, when 
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the was informed of the Vizir's total failure in his 
attempt to gain ſome information concerning him. 

Bohetzad then gave orders for a {till ſtricter ſearch 
to be made ; for as no remains of the child's body or 
dreſs had been ſeen, it was more than probable that 
he had eſcaped being devoured by wild beaſts. A 
thouſand Knights were diſpatched to the deſert, with 
orders to ſearch all the environs of the rivulet for 
ſome object that could give them any light on this 
intereſting ſubject. This ſearch was likewiſe un- 
ſucceſsful ; but Bohetzad, though he had given up 
all hopes of ever finding the boy, in order to conſole 
Baherjoa, pretended to think there was ſtill a poſſi- 
bility that they might in the end meet with ſucceſs. 
« We ought not to deſpair,” ſaid he; “ that ſame 
power that protected us in all the dangers we have 
experienced, that has reſtored to us the throne on 
which we now lit, has aſſuredly preſerved this poor 
defenceleſs creature, and will reſtore him to us, 
when we ſhall have ſhewn ourſelves worthy of ſuch 
a favour, by our ſubmiſſion to its ſupreme will.— 
Dry thy tears, my love; they embitter thy huſband's 
days, and will not reſtore thee thy child.” The 
Queen, from this time, endeavoured to appear more 
tranquil, but the wound this heavy loſs had made in 
her heart, could not be ſoon healed. 

In the mean while, this tender object of their in- 
quietude, ſnatched from the jaws of death by the 
chief of the banditti, and brought up by his wife 
with all the care of the tendereſt mother, increaſed 
in ſtrength and beauty. He was taught at firſt to 
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read and write, and afterwards every diverſion that 
was calculated to ſtrengthen and fortify his body. 
He excelled all the children of the horde by his for- 
ward genius, addreſs, and ſtrength ; by his aſtoniſh- 
ing intrepidity, and application to ſtudy. He diſ- 
charged the various duties that this ſociety of robbers 
required, (though ſo ill fitted to live amongſt them) 
with the greateſt exactneſs. The Chief perceiving 
that he was a perfect adept in the exercile of arms, 
as well as in horſemanſhip, made him accompany 
the banditti in their excurſions againſt the travellers 
who were obliged to paſs through this country, which 
was rendered very dangerous by the depredations of 
thefe deſperate robbers. Aladdin (for that was the 
name given to the young Prince) exhibited as much 
courage as ability in theie engagements. 

One day, thc band attacked a caravan returning 
from India, that was loaded with the moſt precious 
commodities, and guarded by a formidable eſcort. 
The ardent deſire of plunder prevented the robbers 
from ſceing the danger they ran into, and they at- 
tacked the convoy with the moſt extraordinary au- 
dacity. They were ſoon, however, repulſed, and 
two-thirds of them were {lain on the field of battle, 
and the reſt fled. Aladdin, young and inexperienced, 
and led by his headſtrong courage into the heart of 
the enemy, was difarmed and taken priſoner. 

It is an eſtabliſhed law, that when a robber is ta- 
ken in battle, he is immediately beheaded ; but the 
prepoſſeſſing appearance, beauty, and grace of the 
youth, intereſted the whole caravan in his favour, 
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and they ſnatched him from the common fate. They 
queſtioned him about his birth, and could ſcarcely 
credit him, when he informed them that he was the 
ſon of the chief of the banditti; for they could not 
conceive how a child, educated in a deſert, and 
among robbers, thould unite ſo many accompliſh- 
ments to ſuch an appearance of nobility. He ac- 
ccmpanied the caravan to Iſſeſſara, where his father 
Bohetzad kept his court. 

The arrival of the caravan afforded an opportu- 
nity to divert the Queen's thoughts from the melan- 
choly idea of her loſt ſon, whom ſhe had not yet been 
able to banith from her memory. Her affectionate 
conſort ſent the chief of the eunnchs to chuſe from 
among this precious merchandize whatever he thought 
might give his royal miſtreſs pleaſure. "The mer- 
chants were all eager to diſplay their various com- 
modities; yet, notwithſtanding the richneſs and 
beauty of theſe articles, the eunuch was more ſtruck 
by the ſight of Aladdin, whom the merchants ſtill 
kept priſoner. He determined to conduct the youth 
to che palace, thinking that he might be ſerviceable 
to the King; and after having procured what he 
wilted for, he returned, accompanied by the young 
[lave and the principal merchant, 

The King appearing ſatisfied with what he had 
bought, the eunuch thus addreſſed him: ““ Sire, the 
noſt beautiful object I ſaw in the kane was a youth 
of ſuch accomplithed beauty, that I verily believe he 
is the perfect image of him we read of in the Koran, 
before whom the eleven ſtars proſtrated themſelves, 
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as before the ſun and moon!“ This account excited 
the King's curioſity ; he ordered the flave and his 
maſter to attend him, and they immediately obeyed. 
The young ſtranger's appearance did not contradict 


the advantageous opinion with which the chief of 


the cunuchs had inſpired the King ; and thinking 
that ſuch a beautiful ſlave could not owe his origin 
to the vulgar claſs of men of which the caravan was 
compoſed, he interrogated the merchant concerning 
his parents. | 

Sire,“ he replied, © this youth does not, in fact, 
belong to any of us; and we are ignorant of both 
his birth and origin. We were attacked in the de- 
ſert by a band of robbers ; but defending ourſelves 
with courage, we flew the greateſt part of them; the 
reſt fled, and left this young man, the ſubject of 
your Majeſty's curiofity, in our hands. We ſpared 
his life, in conſideration of his youth, and queſtioned 
him concerning his father, who, he informed us, 
was chief of the robbers. This is all the informa- 


*3 


tion I can give your Majeſty.” © Leave him with 
me, cried the Monarch; „“ he ſhall enter into my 
ſervice.” At theſe words, Aladdin threw himſelf at 
his Sovercign's feet, and reſpectſully kifſed the bottom 
ot his robe, The King gave his orders that he ſhould 
be admitted into the rank of thoſe pages who ap- 
proached his perſon moſt frequently. 

Nature ſpoke in Bohetzad's heart in favour of his 
new. page ; he never ſaw him, without experiencing 
emotions for which he could not account, but that 
made lum teel a pleaſure in having him almoſt always 
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near his perſon. This trifling inclination became at 
lait a ſtrong attachment, and he ſoon felt the warmeſt 
intereſt in every thing that related to the youth; his 
application to ſtudy, his prudence, reſerve, and fide- 
lity inſpired him with admiration for his abilities; 
he was pleaſed alſo in thinking that he had been in- 
ſtrumental in calling theſe great qualities forth. After 
having had a long experience of his talents and At- 
tachment, he confided to him the ſuperintendance 
of his finances, and deprived of their power thoſe 
Vizirs whoſe fidelity he had reaſon to doubt. Alad- 
din continued to advance in favour every day, and 
the King entertained ſo high an opinion of his ſaga- 
city, that he had recourſe to his advice on the moſt 
important occaſions. He had no reaſon to repent 
of the unbounded confidence which he placed in his 
favourite; for the more he relied on his knowledge, 
the more his revenue increaſed, as well as the hap- 
binels and profperity of his kingdom. The Sove- 
cg 's Confidence was, at laſt, unbounded, and Alad- 
din became almoſt as dear o his father, as if he had 
really recognited him for his ſon; and the power of 
the V1z1rs decreaſed daily. 

Theſe miniſters, jealous of a power which they 
were imperceptibly loſing, aſſembled ſecretly to con- 
cert meaſures to fatisfy their ambition and avarice; 
they were determined to haſten the ruin of their odi- 
aus rival, to whatever danger the attempt might ex- 
pole themſelves: unhappily, Aladdin ſoon furniſhed 
them with a favourable occaſion to execute this in- 
Icrnal deſign. 
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did not enter the apartment, that had been thus 
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A grand feſtival had been celebrated in the palace. 
Aladdin was naturally very ſober ; but wiſhing to 
partake of the general pleaſure, he drank freely of 
the ſpirituous liquors, more freely indeed, than the 
reſt of the gueſts; for not being in the habit of ex- 
ceſs, he was not thoroughly acquainted with their 
pernicious effects. When the repaſt was finiſhed, 
he aroſe in order to retire to his apartment; his 
feet trembled under him, hls eyes were clouded by 
vapours ; in ſhort, he had loſt the uſe of his ſenſes, EF 
and ſeeing the door of an apartment open, he miſ- 
took it for his own. It was decorated with the 
greateſt magnificence, and lighted by a thouſand 
tapers, but Aladdin ſaw nothing of all this; and 
throwing himſelf on a ſofa, which he found at the 
extremity of the room, he ſoon fell into a profound 
ſleep. 

There were no ſlaves preſent to inform him of his 
errors; they had alſo been enjoying the feſtival, and 
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with perfume, and prepare the uſual collation of | mY 
dried fruits, &c. Curtains concealed the ſofa on ; 
which Aladdin was fleeping. 2 
When theſe preparations were finiſhed, the King a 
and the Queen came into their apartment. Bohet- Þ 1 
zad approached the ſofa, and opening the curtain, * 
diſcovered his ſuperintendant lying on it, in a pro- 1 
found ſleep. Jealouſy inſtantly took poſſeſſion of his 4 
breaſt, and turning to Baherjoa, he exclaimed, + 
« perſidious woman! how could this flave have i 


1 

abandoned, till it was time for them to fill the vaſes it 
* 
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placed himſelf here, without thy knowledge and 
conſent?” © Sire,” replied the aſtoniſhed Queen, 
without the leaſt heſitation, © I ſwear by the name 
of the holy Prophet, that I am unacquainted with 
this man, and that I now fee him for the firſt time! 
I am not, indeed, the cauſe of his temerity.” This 
noiſe awoke Aladdin, who, confuſed and alarmed at 
his ſtrange ſituation, aroſe precipitately. * Un- 
grateful traitor!” exclaimed the King, © is it thus 
that thou returneſt my bounty? Wretch! how durſt 
thou penetrate into the apartment of my women? 
But thou ſhalt ſoon receive the puniſhment due to 
thy audacity!“ The King then, tranſported with 
rage, ordered the chief of his eunuchs to confine the 
Queen and the ſuperintendent in ſeparate priſons. 

The monarch palled a ſleepleſs night, in the moſt 
violent agitation of contending paſſions. As ſoon 
as the morning appeared, he ordered his principal 
Vizier into his preſence, related to him the affront 
he had reccived, and his ſuſpicions with reſpect to 
the Queen. 

This relation gladdened the malicious heart of the 
Vizier, and he could ſcarcely conceal the joy it gave 
him; for he forcſaw the triumph of envy, hatred, 
and revenge. It was not a feeble victim that now 
preſented himſelf, but à powerful rival, whom it 
was abſolutely neceſſary to cruth. The crafty cour- 
tier, however, ſoon recovered his wonted preſence 
of mind; tried to aggravate his ſovereign's anger, 
and to determine him to take immediate vengeance. 
'* dire,” faid he, “ your faithful ſubjects have ſeen 
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with furpriſe that you beſtowed your confidence on 
the vile fon of a robber; your Majeſty's goodneſs 
was too great in keeping near your ſacred perſon the 
ſhoot of ſuch a criminal trunk. What was to be ex- 
peed from him, but treaſon and crimes? Nay, it 
is even fortunate that the violence of his deſires ſo 


blinded his underſtanding as to make him throw off 


the maik, and diſcover his real character. But hea- 
ven preſerve me from ſuſpecting the Queen of hav- 
ing given him any encouragement ; her irreproach- 
able conduct, wiſdom, and virtues, ſcreen her from 
the leaſt ſhadow of ſuſpicion on this head. Permit 
me, Sire, to ſce her Majeſty, and I dare promiſe 
to you to obtain trom her the molt nien ex- 
anation of this dilagreeadle incident.“ 

The King complied with this requeſt ; and the 
old Vizir went immediately to Baherjoa's prifon ; 


Pl 


he found the Princeſs in tears. 
6 No, VIzir, ſaid ſhe, © I have not encouraged 


this young man to offer me this inſult - I have often 


heard of him, but I never addreſſed myſelt to him. 
If he ever pailed me accidentally, I always threw 
my cyes another way, and ihe firſt time they ever 
met his was when we ſurpriſed him in my apart- 
” This artleſs declaration wore fo much the 
innocence, that the Vizir initantly 


ment. 
appearance of 
perceived the Queen had no participation in the at- 
front of which the King had ſuch reaſon to com- 
plain, and he determined to convince him of it.— 
But as he fearcd that this aſſurance might take from 


the enormity of his enemy's crime; whom he was 
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determined to ruin, he wiſhed to place his fault in a 
point of view that would render it unpardonable. 
« Madam,” ſaid he, „it is, doubtleſs; an exceſs 
of audacity andlove, which led this youth to the ſtep 
that has involved you, though perfectly innocent, in 
his diſgrace; now it will be impoſſible to convince 
the King that he could have committed this audact- 
ous action, without having firſt addreſſed your Ma- 
jeſty; I therefore adviſe you, for your own ſafety, 
to permit me to inform the King, that, a few days 
ago, this prefumptuous youth fent a flave to you, 
to ſolicit you to receive him into your apartment. 


This offer, you, of courſe, rejected with diſdain ; 


but yeſterday morning you received another mellage 
from him, accompanied with a promiſe of an hun- 
dred diamonds of ineſtimable value, if you conſent- 
ed to his propoſal ; that on your again refuſing, the 
{lave aſſured you that his maſter was determined at 
any rate to gratify his paſſion, and would enter your 
apartment, though he ſhould involve humſelf in your 
ruin. After this account his Majeſty will be per- 
fectly ſatisfied of your innocence, the ſlave will 
loſe his life, and happineſs will once more be re- 
ſtored to your royal breaſts.” The Queen did not 
ſuſpect the motives that actuated this plauſible ad- 
vice, and acquieſced to it with warm expreſſions of 
gratitude, 


The Vizir then took his leave, and preſented 
himſelf before Bohetzad; he communicated to him 
the account he had ſuggeſted to the Queen, which 
ne had promiſed to corroborate. © You ſee," 
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added he, © what a viper your Majeſty has nou- 
riſhed in your boſom ! But can a branch of the Aco- 
nite ever bear ſalutary fruit, or the ſon of 2 robber 
be ever a virtuous man? At this relation, the mo- 
narch's eyes ſparkled with rage; and he initantly 
iſſued orders, without waiting to ſee the Queen, 
that the young man, loaded with chains, ſhould be 
brought before him. 

„ Wretch!” ſaid he, the moment he appeared, 
«c recollect the exceſs of my kindneſs, and thine 
own ingratitude, and let this remembrance, joined 
to thy remorſe, be the forerunners of the puniſhment 
that awaits thee!” _ A croſs is erected without the 
city, to which thou ſhalt be nailed, and endure the 
moſt excruciating torments, 

Neither the anger, nor the threats of the King, 
could change the countenance of the innocent and 
unhappy Aladdin, no criminal fear altered the beauty 
of his features, and he {till preſerved that mild, dig- 
nified look of conſcious worth which had, at firſt, 
attracted, and always conciliated, the monarch's 
affection. He ſpoke, and ingenuous candour ſat 
on his lips. 

« Sire, ſaid he, “ the appearance of a crime 
ſeems to overwhelm me, but the fault I have com- 
mited was involuntary : a blamcable exceſs, indeed, 
deprived me of my reaſon, ſo as to lead me into the 
groſſeſt miſtake; the reſt was the work of fate.— 
My heart, ſubdued- by your goodneſs, condeſcen- 
ſion, and innumerable benefits, was entirely devoted 
to your Majeſty, and never experienced any happy- 
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neſs but in ſerving you. But alas! what avail the 
beſt intentions, and the moſt zealous conduct, if a 
ſuperior power, ruling our deſtiny, can give an un- 
favourable appearance to the pureſt motives that di- 
rect our conduct? If a ſingle action, occaſioned by 
2 tranſient diſorder of our ſenſes, can expoſe us to 
the horror of being ſuſpected of a crime of which we 
ſhould ſhudder even to think. Though hurled from 
the ſummit of happineſs into the horrors of diſgrace, 
vet it is my duty to ſubmit to the decree that falls on 
my head, as did the merchant, whole memorable 
tuſtory is well known even in your Majeſty's pa- 
ace. Of what merchant doſt thou ſpeak ;” 
aſked the King; ** and what relation has his hiſ- 
tory with thy crime ? I permit thee to recite it,” 
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The Hiſtory of KasKas, the Obſtinate Merchant. 


ke, there once lived at Bagdad a very rich mer- 
chant named Kaſkas, whole abilities and probity 
had gained him the good opinion of the public. 
Fortune for a feries of years had fo favoured his in- 
duſtry, that all his enterprizes were ſucceſsful ; but 
this fickle deity ſuddenly changed, and all his ven— 
tures were either unſucceſstul, or the merchandize 
he procured in exchange was damaged in the courſe 
of the voyage, and unfit for ſale. Theſe continual 
misfortunes determined him, at length, to alter the 
mode of his commerce. In conſequence of this re- 
ſolution, he ſold the remainder of his property, and 
with half of the money it produced he bought a great 
quantity of grain, hoping that this commodity would 
increaſe in value during the winter; but he was de- 
eived in this expectation: for a concurrence of cir- 
cumſtances lowered its price very much. In order 
to avoid loſing by this unexpected change, he ſhut 
up his magazines till a more favourable occaſton. 
in conſequence of this reſolution, one of his 
friends endeavoured to perſuade him to renounce alſo 
this commerce: but his advice had no effect on 
Kaſkas, and he reſolved to keep his grain another 
Soon after he had taken this reſolution, there 


i 


year. 
it ſtorm of rain at Bagdad, 


happened ſuch a violen 
that all the houſes were onder water tor ſeveral days, 
When it was drained off, Kaſkas flew to his maga— 
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either ſprouting, or in a periſhing ſtate, In order 
to avoid the heavy fine that the diſcovery of this cir- 
cumſtance would have occaſioned, he was obliged 
to have it thrown privately into the river; to effect 
which, coſt him no leſs than five hundred pieces. 
His friend being informed of this freſh misfor- 
tune, came to him once more. © Though you de- 
ſpiſed the advice I gave you,” ſaid he, “ yet I 
eome again to warn you to guard yourſelf againſt 


fortune; for ſhe ſeems to conſpire againſt you; and 


to avoid the misfortunes ſhe has in {tore for you, 
do not attempt any undertaking without firſt con- 
ſulting an able aſtrologer. Kaſkas, rendered humble 
by his late calamity, followed his friend's advice ; 
and applied to one of the aſtrologers with whom 
Bagdad abounded ; who after caſting his nativity, 
aſſured him his ſtar was fo malignant, that it would 
be impoſſible for him to avoid loſing whatever pro- 
perty he ſhould engage in trade. Kaſkas was diſ- 
pleaſed with this propheſy, which was ſo contrary 
to his inclinations; and tried to give it the lie, by 
employing all his remaining money in freighting a 
yeilel, on board of which he embarked with all his 
property. 

After failing four days with a fair wind, a dread- 
ful tempeſt aroſe, which ſoon tore away the fails, 
maſts, and helm; in ſhort, the veſſel, after having 
braved the fury of the ſtorm for many hours, was, 
at laſt, dathed to pieces againſt a rock. Kaſkas 
Alone elcaped from the wreck, by clinging to a 
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plank; which, after infinite peril and fatigue, 
brought him ſafe to ſhore, 

'Thus he found himſelf on a ſtrange coaſt, after 
feeing every thing he poſſeſſed in the world ſwallow- 
ed up by the furious ocean, naked, alone, and rea- 
dy to expire with fatigue. But he ſoon deſcried a 
village at a diſtance, and directed his ſteps towards 
it to implore ſuccour ; on his road thither, he thank- 
ed Heaven for having preſerved him from the hor- 
rid death which had ſwept away his unhappy com- 
panions, 

At the entrance of this little plantation, he met a 
venerable old man, who was affected with his mi- 
ſerable appearance; and after covering him with 
his own cloak, conducted him to his houſe, and 
when he had given him all, the aſſiſtance his ex- 
hauſted body ſtood in need of, he clothed him de- 
cently. 

It was natural for Kaſkas to gratify his hoſt's 
curioſity by a relation of his adventures, which he 
did with ſo much candour and unreſerve, that the 
old man entertained no doubt refpeCting his veracity. 
He had juſt loſt his ſteward, and thinking that Kaſ- 
kas was qualified to replace him, he made him the 
offer, with a ſalary of two pieces of gold a day. This 
employment was very laborious ; he was expected 
to ſuperintend the ſowing and reaping of an immenſe 
tract of land; to watch over his maſter's numerous 
flocks, and to keep a faithful account of his affairs, 


Nevertheleſs, poor Kaſkas returned thanks to Pro- 


vidence for having furniſhed him with the means of 
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ſubſiſting, at a time when he was deprived of every 
other reſource, and entered cheerfully into the func- 
tions of his new office. | 

He fulfilled them with aſſiduity, zeal, and intel- 
ligence till the time of harveſt. But as his maſter 
had not yet paid him any of his wages, he ſuſpected 
that he did not mean to fulfil his engagements, and 
reſerved as much of the produce as he thought would 
amount to the ſum due to him, and after ſeeing 
the reſt ſafely lodged in his maſter's granaries, he 
gave him an exact account of it. The old man 
placed the moſt pe:ſe& confidence in him; and af- 
ter £/0n1:ng his eye over his account, immediately 
ald him all his wages; aſſuring him, at the ſame 
2, Wit he tho! be paid with equal exactneſs 
ev-ry year. Kulkas was penetrated with ſhame at 
tuen 2620s precautions Which he had taken, 
and new to his magazine to repair the fault he had 
commited, by immediately reitoring the grain, — 
But, what was his ſurprize! when he found the 
proviiun he had reſerved for himſelf, gone! This 
theft appeared to him a puniſhment from heaven, 
and le relolved to go to his maſter and avow the 
fault of which he had been guilty. 

© You appear afflicted,” ſaid the old man to- 
him; “ what misfortune has befallen you?” Kaſ- 
kas flattering him ſelf that a ſincere confeſſion of his 
fault might gain his pardon, related, with great 
humility and contrition, the mean precaution which 
he had uſcd, and the motives that impelled him to 
it; he alſo related that the grain was ſtolen, and 
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that he had no clue which could lead to the diſcovery 


of the thief. 
The old man perceiving that this misfortune was 


viſibly the effect of Kaſkas's ill ſtars, and thinking 


that it would be imprudent to retain ſuch a man any 


longer in his ſervice, determined to give him his 
diſmiſſion immediately.“ We do not ſuit each 
other,” ſaid he; „ therefore we muſt part; but as 
It 1s not juſt that I ſhould ſuſtain the loſs which your 
folly occaſioned, reſtore me my gold, and ſeek in 
the ſale of the grain which you have ſequeſtered, 
the reward of your paſt labours; TI reſign it to you. 
The unfortunate Kafkas acknowledged the juſtice of 
this decree ; and ſubmitting to it without a ſingle 
murmur, retired from his benefactor's houſe, ſome- 
what better cloathed indeed, than when he entered 


it, but without one piece of money in his pocket, 


and plunged in the moſt profound melancholy. 

As this perſecuted play-thing of fortune wandered 
on the ſea- ſhore, not knowing which way to turn, 
or what would become of him, he perceived at a 
little diſtance a tent. 

He entered it, and found four perſons there who 
received him very hoſpitably; his countenance pre- 
poſſeſſed them very much in his favour; but as it 
was ſtrongly expreſſive of ſorrow, it raiſed their cu- 
rioſity at the ſame time, and one of them, who 
feemed fuperior to the reſt, begged him to gratify 
it, by relating to them his hiſtory. He conſented 3 
and as he ſpoke, the attention of the principal per- 
fonage ſeemed to increaſe; for he ſoon diſcovered 
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that Kaſkas had been formerly one of his moſt re- 
ſpectable correſpondents at Bagdad, with whom he 
had tranſacted ſome affairs of great conſequence. 
He was greatly affected at the merchant's misfor- 
tunes, and being then engaged in a pearl-fiſhery, 
he ordered his three divers to throw themſelves in- 
ſtantly into the ſea; “ and whatever pearls you 
bring up,” added he, “ ſhall be given to this un- 
fortunate traveller.” 

The divers, tonched alſo by Kaſkas's recital, 
threw themſelves eagerly into the ſea, and fortu- 
nately found in the thells they brought up, no leſs 
than ten pearls of the greateſt beauty, and of ineſti- 
mable value. The benevolent merchant was de- 
lighted at having procured this httle fortune for his 
old correſpondent, and preſented it to him, ſaying, 
c accept of theſe pearls, my friend, and fell two of 
them when you reach the capital; their produce 
will be ſufficient for any enterprife you may with to 
undertake; but preſerve carefully the remaining 
eight againſt a time of need.“ 

Kaſkas took leave of his benefactor, with the 
warmeſt expreſſions of gratitude, and turned into the 
road that led to the capital. He continued travel- 
ling for ſome time, without meeting with any ad- 
venture; but towards the evening of the third day, 
he perceived, at a little diſtance, a large party of 
men on horſeback : fearing they were robbers, he 
ſewed eight of his pearls in the lining of his waift- 
coaſt, and put the two which he purpoſed ſelling, 
into his mouth. He had ſcarcely taken theſe pre 
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cautions, when the men approached him, and 
proved that his fears were not groundleſs, by in- 
ſtantly ſearching his pockets ; but finding nothing in 
them, they ſtripped him, and then left him to pur- 
fue his way. | 

'The poor ſtripped traveller recogniſed in this new 
misfortune the effect of his malignant ſtars ; but 
nevertheleſs, he felt himfelf happy in having faved 
two of his fineſt pearls, which wou'd be ſufficient to 
re-eſtabliſh his affairs. He ſoon after reached the 
metropolis, and ordered the dellal * to inform the 
inhabitants, that a ſtranger withed to diſpoſe of two 
valuable pearls. Unfortunately, a jeweller had been 
lately robbed of ſome pearls ; and when he faw iheſe, 
he initantly concluded they were part of the property 
he had loſt; and ſeeing that the owner of them was 
fo poorly clothed, he thought he had alſo detected 
the thief. © Here are only two pearls,” faid he; 
6« there ought to be ten; What have you done with 
the other eight? Kaſkas ſuppoling that the jeweller 
had heard of the preſent the fiſher had made him, 
anſwered ingenuouily, that he had been robbed of 
the others on bis way a few miles from the metro- 
polis. 

This acknowledgement convinced the jeweller 
that his ſuſpicions were well founded; upon which 
he inſtantly dragged Kaſkas before a magiſtrate, and 
accuſed him of having ſtolen. from him ten pearls. 
Appearances were ſo much againſt this unlucky 
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tiſement, was conducted to a gloomy dungeon, 


to addreſs theſe ſublime virtues in favour of an un- 
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man, that the Judge immediately condemned him 
to be baſtinadoed, and to be impriſoned as long as 
his accuſer thought fit. Thus this unhappy victim 
of fortune and injuſtice, after ſuffering a cruel chaſ- 


where he groaned more than a year, denied almoſt 
the neceſſaries of life. 
At the expiration of this term, fortune conducted 
one of the divers, who had brought him up the fatal 
pearls, into the ſame dungeon with him. The man 
was aſtoniſhed to ſee Kaſkas in this ſituation, and 
anxiouſly inquired the cauſe of this new misfortune; 
Kaſkas recounted it in the moſt affecting terms.— 
The diver was moved by this relation, and ſoon after 
ſent a petition to the King, begging to be admitted 
w his preſence, as he had a ſecret of the greateſt im- 
portance to confide to him. The King, in conſe- 
quence of this petition, ordered him before him 
and defired him to diſcover the fecret he was fo anx- 
ious to reveal. 5 
„Mighty Sovereign,” ſaid the diver, “ your Ma- 
jeſty's greatneſs of ſoul, and love of juſtice, is well 
known by all your ſubjects; and your ſlave ventures 


happy ſtranger, who has ſuffered a cruel puniſhment 
for a fault of which he is perfectly innocent. I met 
with him in the ſame dungeon in which your ſlave 
is confined for a trifling fault. I know, Sire, that 
you delight in puniſhing the wicked; but it is from 
a nice ſenſe of equity, and to maintain order. Your 


Majeſty wiſhes to enable the lamb to converſe ſe- 
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curely with the wolf ; and your humble ſlave would 
be ſupremely happy to have it in his power to contri- 
bute to the ſucceſs of theſe beneficent intentions, by 
enabling you to repair an act of injuſtice, committed 
againſt a man perſecuted by ill fortune, whoſe vir- 
tues and diſtreſs render him worthy of your attention 
and compaſſion. He then related Kaſkas's adventure 
of the pearls, and gave a particular account of the 
circumſtances which led the jeweller into an error ; 
and added, if your Majeſty entertains the leaſt 
doubt concerning my veracity, my compantons, the 
two other divers, will corroborate my relation. 

The diver, warmly intereſted in the fate of a man 
fo ſingularly wretched, ſpoke in his behalf with all 
the energy and eloquence that ſuch generous motives 
could inſpire, and perfectly perſuaded the monarch 
of Kaſkas's innocence. He then ordered the chief 
of his eunuchs to releaſe him, and after having con- 
ducted him to the bath, to dreſs him decently, and 
bring him into his preſence. 

The eunuch obeyed, and brought the priſoner to 
the feet of his ſovereign, where he confirmed the di- 


ver's relation, and added an account of the ineffec— 


tual endeavours he had made to convince the jeweller 
and Judge of his innocence. He related theſe inci- 
dents in ſuch artleſs, affecting terms, that the King 
expreſſed a deſire to hear the recital of all his mis- 
fortunes ; and after liſtening to them with great at- 
tention, he felt himſelf ſo much intereſted in his fate, 
that he had him immediately lodged in his palace, 
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and conferred upon him a poſt of great emolument 
and honour. 

As for the jeweller, after being forced to reſtore 
the pearls, he received a hundred ſtrokes of the baſ- 
ti nado; the Judge received the ſame puniſhment, 
and was deprived of his office. Kaſkas was loaded 
wit1 benefits, and believing that fortune was now at 
laſt reconciled to him, he ceaſed to upbraid her for 
the many hardſhips he had endured. He had nothing 
in view but proſperity aud happineſs, and was mere- 
ly occupied by plans of making his fortune, and 
living happily ; his curioſity, however, laid a dan- 
gerous trap for bim. 

He one day diſcovered in his apartment a private 
door, that had been ſtopped up, and hid by a thin 
layer of mortar ; time, at length, crumbled off ſome 
of it, which enabled him to make this fatal diſcovery, 
that there was a door behind it. Curioſity impelled 
him to pull down the remaining mortar, and force 
open the door. It led into a magnificent apartment, 
which he entered, without reflecting on the impru- 
dent ſtep he was taking, and paſſed from one apart- 
ment to another, till he found himfclf in the heart of 
the ſeraglio. 

He now attempted to return ; but before he could 
effect his retreat, he was perceived by the chief of 
the ennuchs, and dragged initantly before the King. 
Ihe fovereign went himſelf to look at the place 
trough which he had entered into his private apart- 
ments, and ſeeing the mortar ſtill on the ground, it 
proved to him that Katkas had forced open the door, 
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on purpoſe to penetrate into the apartments of his 


women; this circumſtance, and his extreme conſu- 
ſion, confirmed the monarch's ſuſpicions. © Wretch!” 
exclauned he, „ is it thus that thou returneſt the fa- 
vours I have heaped on thy unworthy head! That 
ſame juſtice that reſcued thee ſrom the miſeries of a 
dungeon, when I believed thee innocent, now con- 
demns thee to loſe thy ſight ! The imprudent Kaſkas 
was then, without being allowed to ſpeak in his own 
juſtification, dragged into the ſtreet to receive his 
punithment ; and the only favour he could obtain 
from his executioners, was, that they would put into 
his hand the cyes that were to be thus inhumanly torn 
from oft his head, 

He continued the remainder of his life begging 
about the ſtreets of this metropolis, carrying his eyes 
in his hand, and crying, as he groaped along, Be- 
bald what the miſerable Kaſkas has gained, by ſtruggling 
againſt the malignity of his fortune] This is the fate of 
the obſtinate ! 

Aladdin, having finiſhed the hiſtory of the mer- 
chant, thus addreiſed Bohetzad : © Sire, you have 
ſeen the fatal effects of fortune's influence over this 


merchant ; for whilit ſhe ſmiled on him, he ſucceed- 


cd in all his enterpriſes ; but as ſoon as ſhe began to 
frown, every effort he employed to counteract her 
malignity, only ſerved to plunge him into greater 
miſery ; for the tranſient moments of happineſs that 
interrupted the courſe of his misfortunes, were al- 
ways ſucceeded by more dreadful ones. Unforeſeen 
accidenis, and the molt innocent proceedings, made 
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him frequently appear ungrateful and criminal, when 
his conſcience was clear from all blame. My fate 
bears too great a reſemblance to his; for whilit for- 
tune procured me the enjoyment of your Majeſty's 
favour, ſhe was preparing the abyſs into which I am 
now fallen.“ 

The young man related the adventures of the un- 
fortunate merchant fo feelingly, and with ſo much 
grace, and the application which he made of his fate 
to his own, was ſo happy, that Bohetzad (till pre- 
poſſeſſed in favour of a perſon he had fo much loved) 
{ſuſpended the execution of his orders till the mor- 
row, under pretence that the day was then too far 
advanced. Return to thy priſon,” ſaid he; I 
permit thee to breathe another night; and the puniſh» 
ment thou ſo juſtly merit, ſhall be deferred till to- 


73 


morrow |! | 

Aladdin was brought before the King next day, 
and notwithſtanding the remonſtrances of the ſecond 
Vizir for his immediate execution, he was allowed. 
by Bohetzad to relate the ſtory of Illage Mahomet*. 


ARABIAN 


As the ſame arguments were made uſe of by the reſt of the 
ten Vizirs as by the firſt, for the execution of Aladdin, and as 
the ſame defence was urged by the young man, the Engliſh 
Tranflator has given his ſtories without any interruption 
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wm 


The Hliftory of ILLAGE MA Hour, the imprudent 
Man, and that of his two Sons, 


TT urge once lived, Sire, at the town of Naka, 
in Tartary, a merchant, called Tillage Mahomet, 
who wiſhing to extend his commerce to the outer- 
moit boundaries of the earth, conſtructed a veſſel in 
ſuch a manner, as would enable it, he thought, to 
ſupport the longeſt voyage, and carry a conſiderable 
burden. When it was completed, he loaded it with 
the choiceſt merchandize, took leave of his wife, 
embraced his two infant boys, and embarked with a 
fair wind. 

Aſter a proſperous voyage, Illage Mahomet ar- 
rived fafe at the metropolis of the Indies, and lodg- 
ed his effects in the Kane. When this important 
buſineſs was concluded, he went out, accompanied 
by four ſlaves, to view this grand capital, and ſoon 
got acquainted with the moſt reſpectable merchants 
who reſided there. He had ordered his attendants 
to diſtribute ſpecimens of his merchandize ; which 
ſoon brought crouds of people to his warehouſes. 

The King had a cuſtom of walking about the 
town, incognito, to gain intelligence of what was 
paſſing there. Chance conducted him, one evening, 
near the Kane, and ſceing it ſurrounded by people 
who where either going to or coming from 1t, he 
was curious to learn the cauſe, and entered it. He 
there ſaw the foreign merchant, whoſe pleaſing 
countenance and affable manner prepoliciicd every 
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one in his favour. "The monarch heard him anſwer 
with intelligence and civility the numerous queſ- 
tions that were addreſſed to him ; he ſaw him, in 
ſhort, gain every one's confidence, by his behaviour, 
full of candour, and honour. He felt a great deſire 
to converſe with him ; but fearing he ſhould by that 
means diſcover himſelf, he reſiſted it, and returned 
immedtately to his palace; and then ſent for the ho- 
neſt merchant. After the King had aſked him ſome 
indifferent queſtions, he expreſſed, in the moſt flat- 
tering terms, the intereſt he felt for him, and begged 
to know his hiſtory, © Sire,” replied Illage, 
bowing his body to the ground, “ your ſlave was 
born at Naka, where he continued to live in the ca- 
pacity of a merchant, till hearing of the liberty your 
Majeſty deigns to afford all traders, he conceived 
the delire of vaiting your kingdom; which deſign 
heaven favoured by granting him a fortunate and 
ſpeedy voyage.“ 

The King, ſatisfied with the ſtranger's ſimple 
and noble anſwer, wiſhed to inform himſelf more 
particularly concerning his general knowledge, by 


i 
expreſiing curioſity with reſpect to ſoine objects, 


and cmbarralſinent about others; and this trial of 
the merchant's abilities only ſerved to give the King 


a till higher opinion of che man. Convinced by 
every thiag he had heard, that his talents were ſu- 
5 perior to his ſtation, he determined to attach him to 


| his ſervice, by raiſing him to ſome eminent poſt. 
I: The monarch did not mean to tempt the ſtranger 
by the offer of brilliant honours; but knowing that 


$SEQUEL TO THY 


uncommon merit frequently becomes uſeleſs, and is 
generally an object of envy, when placed in an in- 
ferior ſtation, he immediately created him Grand- 
Vizier, in order that his knowledge and capacity 
might appear to the greateft advantage. Illage re- 
ceived this favour with reſpect and gratitude, © I 
ſhould think myſelf highly favoured, Sire,” ſaid he, 
« to be admitted among the ſlaves who ſurround 
your throne ; and though the dignity of the honour- 
able office that you are plcaſed to raiſe me to, ſur- 
paſſes both my merit, and my hopes, yet the high 
idea I have conceived of your Majeſty, inſpires 
me with unbounded zeal for your ſervice, and gives 
me confidence to undertake the important charge.“ 

The monarch, more and more ſatisfied with his 
new miniſter, ordered him to be dreſſed in a magni- 
ficent robe, aſſigned him an apartment in his palace 
near his own, and inſtalled him in his new dignity, 
ThePrince had no reaſon to repent of this precipitate 
ſtep; his Grand Vizir was never embarraſſed in 
the diſcuſſion of the moſt difficult affairs; he unra- 
velled, with ſurpriſing ſagacity, the relations which 
exiſted between different objects; juſtice and equity 
were the reſult of all his deciſions ; and the people 
enjoyed under this enlightened miniſter all the 
Charms of a peaceable, mild government. 

Many years elapſed whilſt theſe complicated and 
important occupations were ſettling; but at length, 
nature reſumed her rights over Illage's heart, and he 
was tormented by an unconguerable deſire to ſee his 
beloved family, from whom he had bcen ablent fo 
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long. The firſt requeſt he made to obtain permiſ- 
ſion to viſit them, alarmed his ſovereign; but having 
too much goodneſs of heart to reſiſt long his earneſt 
entreaties, he permitted him to undei take the voy- 
age; on conditions, however, that he would return 
with all poſſible ſpeed, accompanied by his family. 
After having received this permiſſion, which filled 
his heart with joy, Illage embarked for Naka on 
board a man of war, the command of which the 
King liad beſtowed on himſelf. 

The wife of the Tartarian merchant had been 
long kept in ignorance with reſpect to his fate, and 
was devoured for many years by the moſt cruel ap- 
prchenſions concerning him; but about the fame 
time that Illage had determined to return to his 
country, ſhe had received intelligence of him from 
a friend, who had been witneſs to his exaltation. 
This information not only reſtored peace to this af- 
fectionate family, but ſilled them with delight; and 
Illage's wife inſtantly determined to ſeck her huſ- 
band. The with to partake of his glory influenced 
her leſs in this ſtep, than her deſire to partake of his 
love; and in purſuance of this refolution, after ſet- 
tling her affairs, ſhe and her two ſons embarked in 
the ſame ſhip which had brought her this conſoling 
news. 

Alter ſailing for more than a month with a fair 
vind, the vellel anchored in a commodious harbour, 
on a ſmall iſle, where the crew diſembarked, in 


order to exchange their merchandize. 


* ER 


48 SEQUEL TO THE 


Contrary winds and ſtormy weather, had obliged 
Illage to land on the fame iſland; he had taken a 
lodging near the ſhore, and being very much fa- 
tigued, and weary with the conſtant bad weather 
which he had been expoſed to, had thrown himſelf 
on a bed to repoſe himſelf, His wife, who was 
lodged in a more diſtant part of the town, hearing 
that there was a veſſel juſt arrived from the capital of 
India, ſent her children to the harbour to inquire 
after the Grand Vizir, their father. 

The young people, in high ſpirits, ran towards 
the harbour, playing a thoutand tricks on the way; 
they arrived at laſt near the window of the room in 
which the Vizir was fleeping ; under it was piled 
many. bails of goals, which were, in order to be 
dried, expoſed to the ſun. Theſe playful boys 


clmbed upon them, and were trying to throw each 
other down; they enjoyed this ſport fo much, and 
were ſo very boiſterous, that their cries, after hav— 

ne at lan ner! * 


ing diſturbed the Vizir ſome time, at laſt pert: 54] 


rouſed him. 


He endeavoured, however, to comp himſelf 
again; but theſe happy children il contitming thei 
lt nd 12 > 


play, his patience was at laſt exhauited, 
ing ſuddenly from his bed, he naitily threw open the 
window to lee from whence this noife proceeded ; 
in his haſte, a diamond ring, that had been given 
him by the King, fell from his finger. He imme— 
diately came down to the quay to ſearch for it; but 
as it had fallen amongſt a variety of goods, he ſought 
in vain. He diſcovered,. however, from what 
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cauſe the noiſe that had diſturbed him proceeded; 
and inſtantly ſuſpected that theſe troubleſome chil- 
dren had alfo ſtolen his ring. The miniſter's mind 
and body were {till in a perturbed ſtate, from the fa- 
tigue of encountering the dangers of the ocean; the 
habit of commanding alſo renders a man impatient 
of contradiction. This ill humour, in ſhort, in- 
creaſing, he got at length into a violent paſſion, and 
ordered the poor defenceleſs children, who pleaded 
their innocence in vain, to receive fifty ſtrokes of 
the baſtinado, and to be each of them tied to a plank, 
the 'Thus theſe 


vicims, in expeRation of ſuffering a certain death, 


and thrown into (en, innocent 
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wind and waves. 

In the mean time, the night approached, and 
hearing no tidings of her children, the alarmed mo- 
ther went out in ſcarch of them. Her neighbours not 
being able 


5 - 
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to give her any intelligence concerning | 
an wildly from {treet to ſtreet inquiring 
tor her children. When this diſtreſſed mother ar- 
rived at the harbour, after having deſcribed her boys, 
2nd inquired after them, a ſailor anſwered her in 
thele words, © I believe, Madam, the young 
people you mean, are the ſame whom a powerful 
man, jult arrived from India, puniſhed, by tying 
tem on ſeparate planks, and throwing them into 
the fea.” At theſe words, the unhappy mother 
blled the air with her cries and lamentations. “O, 
ny fons!” cried ſhe, “ would the Vizir your fa- 
ther were here, to avenge your death!“ The found 
0! ner cries, and deſpair, ſoon reached her huf- 
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band's ears; her voice ſtruck him as one that was 
familiar to him; he therefore inquired who it was 
who was making ſuch loud complaints; and being 
informed that it was the mother of the children he 
had ordercd to be thrown into the ſea, a preſenti- 
ment that they were his own inſtantly darted into 
his mind; and he ran out to meet her. The firſt 
glimpſe of his wife convinced him of the horror of 
his ſituation. & O! wretch that I am,” cried he, 
J have murdered my own children! O fatal 
power ! thou haſt made me unjuſt, and led me to be 
the executioner of my own children!“ As he utter- 
ed theſe words, his countenance was animated by 
the moſt violent deſpair and horror, and his wife, 
inſtead of running fondly into his arms, ſunk lifeleſs 
at his feet. I do not aſk thee to pardon me,” 
ſaid he; “ no, I ſhall never pardon myſelf! would 
to God that I was not ſuperior to all law, and that 
I could meet with the puniſhment due to my enor- 
mous crime, rather than be expoſed to thy re- 
proaches, and the eternal remorſe of my own con- 
ſcience! I abuſed the power I was intruſted with, 
by giving way to immoderate anger, and facrificed 
wo poor helpleſs children, without reflecting that 
they too had parents who would weep their lols! 
I ſtruck innocence, and the blow has rebounded on 
myſelf.” 

«© You ſee, Sire,” ſaid Aladdin, interrupting his 
ſtory, © what reaſon the Vizir had to repent of hav- 
ing ſo haſtily ſuſpected theſe children of a crime, for 
which he ſo ſeverely puniſhed them. He had for- 
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15 3 gotten, Sire, that the idea of the future ought al- 
s ways to regulate the preſent.” 
g The wretched miniſter now became diſguſted 
oc with life, and ſent back the veſſel to India, deter- 
i- 7 mining never more to return there. He continued 
0 % ſometime on this fatal iſland, wandering on the ſea. 
dae, accompanied by his wife, crying to the ocean 
to deliver them up the treaſure he had ſo cruelly and 
inconſiderately reſigned to the inconſtancy of its 


waves. 

6 Your Majeſty will permit me,” ſaid Aladdin, 
eto leave this inconſolable pair, who ſoon after re- 
moved to a neighbouring iſland, where they reſolv- 


ö 
4 cd to ſpend the remainder of their wretched days.” 
ſs The capricious element, to whoſe fury their 
2 much-lamented children were abandoned, after 
Id daſhing them frequently againſt each other, at laſt 
at entirely ſeparated. them. The eldeſt, after having 
r. ſtruggled two long days againſt the fury of the waves, 
. that threw him about at their wild pleaſure; and 
1 after having eſcaped being daſhed to pieces by the 
P ſurrounding rocks, was at laſt fortunately thrown 
d on dry ground in the nighbourhood of a conſiderable 
at kingdom. Notwithſtanding his extreme weakneſs, 
-| he ſoon diſengaged himſelt from the plank, on 
n which he had been faſtened, and when he had com- 
pleted this arduous taſk, he was unable to move a 
18 ſtep further and threw himſelf on the ſhore exhauſt- 
Yo ed with fatigue, hunger, and cold. In this diſtreſ- 


le ſtate, he was providentially diſcovered by an of- 
D 2 
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ficer who was paſſing by on horſeback; he was 
{truck with the wretched appearance of the almoſt 
expiring youth ; and after taking off part of his own 
dreſs to cover his bruiſed body, he placed him on 
his horſe, and conducted him gently to his houſe. 
There the poor wrecked youth was put to bed, and 
the moſt nouriſhing things were given him to re- 
cruit his exhauſted ſtrength ; in ſhort, he was nurſ— 
ed with ſuch care and tenderneſs by this humane 
officer, that he ſoon regained his health and ſtrength. 

When he was ſufficiently re-eſtabliſhed, the goed 
man dreſſed him decently, and preſented him to the 
King, who was already informed of this extraordi- 
nary adventure, and had expreſſed a itrong deſire to 
ſee a perſon who had been ſo miraculouſly preſerved, 

The pleaſing appearance of the youth made an 
impreſſion on the monarch, and the anſwers he re- 
turned to his queſtions, corroborated this impreſ- 
fon, and gave the King the molt advantageous opi- 
nion of him; in thort, his merits and misfortunes 
conſpired to determine the monarch to take charge 
of him. The youth was 1minediately lodged in his 


palace. The monarch ſoon became very fond of 


him, adinitted him to his own table, and beitowed 
on him both his friendthip and contidence. 

This Prince having no children, and thinking he 
ſhould render the greateſt ſervice to his people by 
adopting a worthy youth that Providence had thus 
thrown into his arms, he propoſed it to his Divan, 
who, as the youth had always exhibited great ta- 
tents and virtues, approved highly of his choice: 
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5 Age and infirmities, in the courſe of a few years, 
t '$ rendered the monareh incapable of holding the 
1 reins of government any longer in his own hands ; 
n be therefore abdicated the throne, in favour of his 
k 3 adopted ſon. He ſoon after eſpouſed him to a 
d © Princeſs of a neizhbouring iſland; and ſeeing his fon 
- 6 and peop'e thus happy, he concluded his glorious 
5 Þ carcer, and tranquilly reſigned his lite into the hands 
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. The young monarch bitterly wept the loſs of his 

d WS b=ncfactor, an in abandoning himſelf to the moſt 

c WW uf forrow, expreſſed lis gratitude and love. In 
2 * : * 4 Gy 


1 1 order to honour the athes of his beloved predeceſ- 
0 1 ſor, he aſſembled all the Princes and grandees of 
d. bis kingdom into the moſques, to render all duc 
n bomage to the memory of the deceaſed, by ſolemni- 
ties and prayers. He diſtributed abundant benefac- 
8 5 | tions among the poor, and afforded the ſame relief 
. 4 to all the hoſpitals in his dominions. Theſe religi- 
82 2 | ous obſervances announced to his ſubjects the wiſ- 
ze dom of their new monarch; and they were not de- 
11S Wy ceived in their expectations; for he proved a Juſt, 
of gattentive, and tender-hearted father to them. 
« In this manner did fortune ſnatch one of the Vi- 
= 7zir's children from the fury of the ocean, to raiſe 
he him to the higheſt pitch of earthly grandeur ; but as 
by Y the diſconſolate father was ignorant of this event, he 


us WW wourncd the lots of his ſons. As he was one day 
n, . tying liſtleſely through the principal ſtreet of the 
. little town near which he reſided, he heard the del- 
I 9 Ia! announce, in a loud voice, that a young ſlave was 
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to be fold, whom he invited the curious to turn and 
examine. Tllage ſtopped careleſsly to look at him, 
and, carried away by an intereſt which he could 
not account for, he bought the ſlave. 

As he conducted him to his houſe, he felt him- 
ſelf more and more intereſted about the young man; 
he conſidered him attentively, and thought that if 
his mind anſwered to the beautiful expreſſion of his 
face, he might make him ſome amends, if not ſup- 
ply the place of his own loſt boys. 

As they drew near his houſe, the Vizir's wife ran 
to meet them, and threw herſelf into the youth's 


arms, exclaiming, My fon! my ſon!” and faint- 


ed. The care of her huſband, and the youth, who 
bathed her with his tears, ſoon brought her to life 
again; and the aſtoniſhed father, after returning his 
grateful thanks to Heaven for this unexpected and 
unmerited bleſſing, joined his tears with thoſe of the 
tranſported mother and affectionate ſon ; he preſſed 
them alternately to his throbbing boſom, and called 
the youth his dear, long-loſt ſon ! This tender name 
reminded his mother of her other child, and ſhe 
eagerly inquired whether he had ſeen his brother pe- 
riſh, or knew what had become of him? © Alas! 
my dear mother,” replied the youth, “the waves 
foon ſeparated us, and I have never been able to 
gain any intelligence of him ſince ; but I fear he 
periſhed, as I alſo muſt ſoon have done, had noi 
ſome fiſhermen providentially paſſed by, and taken 
me up. They fold me immediately to a merchant, 
in whoſe ſervice I remained, ſuffering the greateſt 
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hardſhips, till fortune conducted us to this iſland, 
and inſpired my maſter with a deſire to ſell me.“ 

The happy pair endeavoured to conſole themſelves 
by thinking, that as one of their ſons had been thus 
providentially ſaved, Heaven had perhaps alſo pre- 
ſerved the other, to complete their bliſs; and in the 
mean time they cheriſhed and educated this new- 
found object of their tenderneſs. 

Achil (for this was the young man's name} lived 
with his parents till he arrived at manhood ; his fa- 
ther taught him the art of commerce, which he de- 
ſigned him to follow, as he had no fortune to beſtow 
upon him. When Illage thought him capable of 
undertaking a voyage, he bought him a ſhip, loaded 
it with various kinds of merchandize, and gave him 


the command of it. Its deſtination was for the capi- 


tal of the group of iſlands in one of which they lived. 

Achil arrived, without meeting any accident, into 
the port of the metropolis, lodged his merchandize 
in the kane, and was very a{liduous in placing it con- 
veniently, as the ſeſtival of the Ramazan was very 
near. 

Achil, who had ſucked in the doctrines of the 
Koran with his milk, had acquired the art of ſacred 
ſinging, to fuch a degree of perfection, that he 
thought himſelf capable of fulfilling the duties of an 
Amame! “. He therefore dreſſed himſelf in his Fa- 
ragi t, and preſented himſelf in the principal moſque, 


Amamel is a prieſt who reads and explains the Koran, 


+ Faragi, a robe of ceremony. 


D 4 


2 — - 


3 1 acl 
3 _ * 
„ — - 3 


. 
?, 
1 
1 
þ 
1 
1 
F 
| PÞ 
"38 
* 
1 
» 


56 SEQUEL TO THE 
where the King and all his court were aſſembled, to 
attend the morning prayer. 

'The young man placed himſelf near the King, 
and when the Athib * aſcended the tribunal, and 
began to chaunt the falheaf, Achil replied three times, 
Allaakpart. 

The King had been much ſurpriſed at ſeeing this 
young ſtranger place himſelf by his ſide ; but when 
he heard his voice, its ſurpriſing force and ſweetneſs 
ſo delighted him, that he ſoon forgot the boldnets 
of this behaviour; and the whole court agreed, that 
they had never before heard io ſublime and charming 
a voice. The Achid ſoon became jealous of him; 
he had hitherto ſuppoſed that there was no voice in 
the univerſe equal to his own; but when he heard 
this young man's, the rage he felt at iecing himſelf 
ſurpaiſed, made him almoſt loſe the ule of it; the 
fahcring ſounds died away on his lips: Achib took 
advantage of his conſuſion, and continued the prayer 
with ſuch energy and force, that if the Athib had 
even been able to do his beit, he could not have 
equalicd him. 

When the King retired from his moſque, he or- 
dered his officers to wait at the door ti1] the young 
ſinger thould come out, {cat him on one of his own 
horſes, and conduct him to his palace. Achil 
mounted the horſe with delight, and was ſoon ad- 
mitted into the monarch's preſence. 


* Athib, the principal finger. 
+ Falhea, tbe Muſſulman's belief. 
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The King received him very graciouſly; - praiſed 
his voice in the warmeſt erms; and as he converſ- 
ed with him, he felt himſelf atiracted towards the 
ſtranger by a ſympathy, the cauſe of which he could 
not divine, but which gave him great pleaſure. 

The King accounted for the impreſſion the young 
man had made: on him from his exterior appearance, 
and melodious voice; and to gratify his ſudden at- 
tachment, he lodged him in his palace, and diſtin- 
guiſhed him by his confidence and fav ur from the 
numerous pages who compoſed his houſehold. 

The courtiers, alarmed, ſoon united to conſpire. 
the ruin of their rival. In the mean time, the vir- 
tuous Achil, aſter having ſpent ſome years at court, 
began to be tormented with an ardent deſire to fee 
his parents again; but fearing that the monarch 
would not give him permiſſion to viſit them, he 
wrote them a long account of the bleilings he en- 
joved, repretting bitterly, at the ſame time, that he 
Was g. pri. ed of the happineſs of ſecing them once 
more. hen his parents received theſe happy tid- 
ings, they determined to encounter the dangers of 

{ ſettic themſelves near their affectionate 
and much-loved lon. 

Illage placed this letter next his heart, and re- 
jolced with his wife at having a fon of ſuch diſtin- 
guiſhed merit as to attract the favour of a mighty 
monarch. They cnibarked in the firſt ſhip which 
lat fail, and had ſyon the happineſs of embracing 
their dear child, who immediately took a houſe for 
Ds 


1 
1 
1 
1 
33 
* ! * 
y . 
* * 


15 

bs 

v7; 

"| ; 
Ez 
1 
* 1 
* 1 
* 

» 
25 
* 
= 
, 3 
3 

* 

i 
: | 
5 A 
7 

. 7 
7 
TX 
> 

* 
8 
* 
1 
75 8 
Ss 
= ©. 
103 

os It: 
by 
= 21 
I: 
l * 
v7 


58 SEQUEL TO THE 
them, which the King's generoſity enabled him to 


furniſh in the moſt magnificent manner. 

Soon after this happy incident, Achil accompanied 
the King into the country, where he purpoſed 
ſpending the ſummer. In this folitude the monarch 
gave frequent feſtivals to his court, and one night, 
led away, contrary to his uſual cuſtum, by the plea- 
ſures of the table, he drank plentifully of a foreign 
liquor, whoſe ſtrength he was not acquainted with 
he was ſoon after ſeized with a violent giddineſs, 
and throwing himſelf on a ſofa in an adjacent room, 
he fell aſleep. Every one was occupied with their 
amuſements, and the King was left unguarded alone 
on a ſofa. Achil, whoſe affection for his maſter 
made him go in ſearch of him, found him in this 
unprotected ſtate, 

He inſtantly drew his ſabre, and placed himſelf at 
the door as a ſentinel; a page paſſed by whilſt he was 
in this ſituation, and expreſſed his ſurpriſe at it, 


begging to be informed of the motive of this ſtrange 


conduct. © My duty and attachment keep me 
here,” replied Achil; “ I watch over my ſove- 
reign whilſt he ſleeps.” 

'The Page ran immediately to his comrades and 
related to them what had happened. This account 
delighted them, as they foreſaw it might be eafily 
turned to Achil's diſadvantage, and perhaps be the 
cauſe of his ruin. They adviſed the Page to go to 
the King, and relate the ſituation in which he had 
found the favourite in his Majeſty's apartment, 


whilſt he ſlept. He added, that he had certainly 
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been prevented from the perpetration of his horrid 
deſign by his unexpected appearance; as, the mo- 
ment he ſaw him, he put the inſtrument of his cri- 
minal deſign into its ſcabbard. If your Majeſty 
entertains any doubts,” continued he, ** of his 
flave's veracity, you may eaſily clear them, by plac- 
ing yourſelf in the ſame ſituation ; and I have no 
doubt but that the audacious man will again attempt 
to execute his infernal purpoſe.” -Though the King 
did not entirely credit the account of his Page, yet 
it had been couched in ſuch artful terms, that ſome 
ſuſpicions aroſe in his mind, which he reſolved to 
diſpel, by adopting the plan that had been maliciouſ 

ly ſuggeited to him. 

The Page, delighted with the ſucceſs he had met 
with, haſtened to Achil, and told him, that he had 
related to the King his late proof of attachment, and 
that his Majeſty teſtified the greateſt approbation on 
being informed of it, ſaying, “ I can hencefoi- 
ward ſleep in ſecurity; for Achil is my thield of 
ſafety !”? 

The night being arrived, the King, in conſe- 
quence of his plan, affected great gaiety, and pre- 
tending to be inebriated, he ſtaggered into a neigh- 
bouring apartment, as he had done the preceding 
evening, and threw himſelf on a ſofa. Achil, who 
followed his ſteps, thought he was afleep, and en- 
tered the apartment with his drawn ſabre. 

When the King ſaw the naked blade ſhining ſo 
near him, an involuntary cry eſcaped him, which 
allembled his guards around him ; who lceing Achil, 
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whole looks of conſternation they miſtook for a 
confeſſion of his guilt, with his ſabre in his hand, 
they inſtantly conducted him to priſon, where he 
was loaded with irons. 

The next morning, after the firſt prayer, the 
monarch aſſembled his Divan; aſcended his throne, 
and ordered into his preſence the unfortunate man, 
whom calamities and falſe appearances, had render- 
ed culpable in his eyes. Ungrateful wretch !” 
ſaid he, „is it by depriving me of life, that you 
wiſhed to prove your gratitude, and repay the many 
benefits which I have heaped on you ; but my ven- 
geance will ſoon fall on your culpable head, for this 
cowardly attempt.” Theſe unmerited. reproaches 
overwhelmed Achil with ſorrow and contuſion ; 
and before he could recover himſcli ſufficiently to 
fpeak, he was hurried from his monarch's pre- 
ſence. | 

He was no ſooner gone, than two of the cour- 
tiers, who were Achil's moit inveterate enemies, 
approached the King. Sire,” ſaid they,“ your 
ſlaves experience the greateſt ſurpriſe at ſec ing you 
retard the execution of this horrid criminal. What 
crime can be compared to that he was about to com- 
mit? and it is incumbent in your Majeity, to give 
this example of juſtice, which both your perfonal 
ſafety, and the tranquillity of your faithful ſubjects 
require to be prompt.” © Let us not be precipitate,” 
anſwered the King, “in a judgraent of this nature; 
the culprit isin chains, and cannot eſcape; and with 
reſpe to public vengeance, it will be ſatisfied ſoon 
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enough. It is eaſy to deprive a man of his life, but 
to reſtore it to him again is impoſſible. Life is hea- 
ven's moſt precious gift; we therefore ought to re- 
ſpect it; and not preſume to ſnatch it from à fel- 
low- creature, till after the moſt mature delibera- 
tion: for death is an irreparable evil! I will reflect 
on this important event; and the future ſhall never 
reproach me with miſuſing the preſent! When. the 
King had uttered theſe words he diſiniſſed his Divan; 
ordered his hunting equipage to be prepared, and 
gave himſelf up for a few days to this amuſement, 
which he was extremely fond of. |; 

When he returned to his metropolis, he was aſ- 
failed anew by the enemies of Achil. They repre- 
ſented to the monarch, that the pcople, ſeeing the 
puniſhment of the criminal was deferred, had be- 
come diſcontented, and murmured aloud, that cle- 
mency and moderation ceaſed to be virtues, when 
they ſpared ſuch enormous crimes. Theſe accounts 
embarraiied the ſovereign greatly; the more ſo, as 
the delay had brought no new circumſtance to light, 
which could palliate the culprit's offence; and he 
could offer nothing farther in defence of a reſpite, 
which he could not refrain from ardenily wiſhing. 
He, therefore, after a long pauſe, determined that 
the rigorous punithment which juitice required, 
ſhould be put into immediate execution; and or- 
dercd the culprit, accompanied by the officers of 
juſtice, and the executioner, to be brought before 
him. 
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Achil was at his ſovereign's feet, with a bandage 
round his eyes ; the executioner had juſt raiſed the 
fatal cimetar, when a ſtranger, uttering the moſt 
piercing cries, forced his way through the croud, 
and flung himſelf at the monarch's feet, 

« Mercy! Sire, have mercy!” cried he, “ on 
the only child heaven has reſtored me ! My ſon could 
never have even harboured a with againſt your Ma- 
jeſty's life. No, he never could have meditated 
this dreadful regicide ; for your life is far dearer to 
him than his own ! His letters, which I ſtill poſſeſs, 
can prove how devoted he is to your Majeſty—Oh ! 
gracious King ! whoſe glorious virtues are publiſhed 
by fame, to the remoteſt corners of the earth, juſ- 
tify the public admiration, by a new act of wiſdom, 
and ſurmount the anger that has been raiſed by falſe 
appearances. Reflect with horror on the. frightful 
conſequence of a precipitate judgment. Behold in 
your humble ſlave, a dreadful example of the direful 
effects of giving way to the fuggettions of ſudden 
anger, raiſed by fallacious appearances! Heaven, 
Sire, had granted me two promiſing boys; I had 
been long ſeparated from them, and was on the 
brink of being united to them for life, when, blind- 
ed by unreaſonable rage, I abuſed the authority with 
which 1 was inveſted, and threw them into the lea. 
He who is trembling under that uplifted ſword, 
which only waits for your nod to fall on his devoted 
head, is the only child who eſcaped the fury of the 
pitileſs element ; and muſt he, too, perith ? The 
mere apprehenſion fills my heart with anguiſh, but 
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the reality will fill my eyes with tears, till they are 
cloſed in death.” 

During the courſe of this ſpeech, the King's 
countenance had expreſſed a variety of different emo- 
tions; and when it was concluded, he remained 
ſome moments loſt in motionleſs aſtoniſhment. He 
had heard the recital of his own hiſtory ; and the 
man who was proſtrate at his feet was his father ! 

When he had recovered a little from the ſurpriſe 
this providential interference had given riſe to, he 
lifted up his eyes to Heaven, and returned fervent 
thanks for having been enabled to contract the habit 
of moderating his paſſions. He conſtrained his feel- 
ings for ſome time, fearing that if he diſcovered 
himſelf too ſuddenly, it might have a fatal effe& on 
the old man, in his preſent perturbed ſtate. After 
preparing him to hear ſomething ſurpriſing, he dart- 
ed from his throne, fell upon his neck, and called 
him his father. He then turned to Achil, who was 
ſtill in the ſame ſuppliant poſture, and raiſing him 
from his knees, called him dear friend, and new- 
found brother. He then, in the moſt ſolemn tone, 
addreſſed his Divan in theſe words: Had I un- 
thinkingly given implicit faith to your earneſt ſoli- 
citations, what a wretch I had made myſelf!—And 
was there a ſingle man amongſt you, whom his in- 
necence had intereſted? Depart ; refle& on your 
conduct, and bluſh !” The happy monarch then re- 
tired with his father and brother into his private 
apartment, where he related to them the wonderful 
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events that had raiſed him to the ſovereignty of that 
powerful empire. He then ſent twenty ſlaves, 


dreſſed in the moſt magnificent manner, for his 
mother. Thus this worthy family were providen- 
tially re- united; and they. expreiſed their gratitude 
to Heave for all its mercies in following with ex- 
actneſs the laws of the holy prophet, and living 


together in the tendereſt union, till their deſtiny, 


called them from tliis world into a better. 


The Hiſtory of ABOSABER, the patient Mau. 


F - 
SIR, ſaid. Aladdin, Aboſaber, ſurnamed the Pa- 
tient, was a rich and benevolent inhabitant of a ſmall 
village, which he rendered happy by his muniſcence; 


for he was tlie general ben-factor of the. poor and. 


diſtreſſed. His granarics were fille; his ploughs 
were continually employed; his numerous {l2cks 
covered all the neighbouring fields; in ſhort, he 
maintained a{fluence and plenty throughout the ſur— 
rounding. country, He had a wife and two chil- 
dren ; and would have been completcly happy, but 
for a monſtrous lion that made dreadiul devaſtation 
among the flocks of the peaceful l:buurers of this 
happy region. | 
Aboſaber's wife endeavoured to perſuade her huſ- 
band to go in queſt-of this animal, at the head of 


tus domeſtics, as he was continually annoyed by it. 


ARABIAN TALES, 65 


Have patience, my dear wife,” replied he, “ for, 
with its aſſiſtance, every thing may be brought 
about. The lion that you are fo angry with, only 
follows what inſtinct directs him to; and we are 
not the only ſufferers ; for his voracity extends itſelf 
to all our neighbours, and he will foon or late fall a“ 
victim to it without our help: let us leave vengeance 
to tie care of heaven, it never permits a crime to 
remain long unpuniſhed.“ 

The King at length heard of this dreadful hon, 
and gave orders for a large body of men to go in 
ſearch of it : every part of the country was quickly 
ranged over by theſe hunters, who ſoon drove the 
lion from his retreat ; and having ſurrounded him on 
every ſide, a ſhower of arrows were diſcharged 
againſt him. The noble animal feeling himſelf 
wounded, became furious; his mane ſtood ere, 
his eyes ſparkled with fire, and laſhing his ſides with 
his enormous tail, and roaring in the moſt tremen- 
dous manner, he darted upon the hunter who chanc= 
ed to be neareſt to him; he was a young man, about 
nineteen years of age, mounted on a vigorous horſe. 

The courfer was ſeized with ſuch aifright at the 
roaring of the lion, as he approached him, that he 
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44 dropped inſtantly dead under his maſter ; but the 
A intrepid hunter ſoon recovered his feet; and after 
: invoking the aid of the holy prophet, he plunged his 
a cimitar into the enormous mouth, that was ſtretched 


open to devour him. The conquered animal, after 
writhing a few moments in the agonies of death, 
expired, This proof of courage and preſence of 
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mind procured the youth not only the applauſe of 
every one preſent, but his ſovereign, in conſequence 
of it, conferred upon him the command of his ar- 
mies. 

When Aboſaber learned the deſtruction of the 
lion, he ſaid to his wife, © do you perceive how 
puniſhment overtakes the wicked; and of what 
great utility patience is? If I had followed your 


advice, and had expoſed myſelf to the danger of at-' 


tacking an animal, that could only have been de- 
ſtroyed by many people, I and my few followers 
would certainly have periſhed in the raſh attempt.” 

This lion was not the only dangerous animal that 
reſided in the neighbourhood of Aboſaber's village; 
a ſmall gang of thieves lurked there ; and one of 
them after committing a conſiderable robbery at a 
houſe in the capital, cruelly murdered the maſter of 
it, and eſcaped. The King, informed of this dou- 


ble crime, ſent for the friends of the unfortunate 
man who had been murdered, and queſtioned them 


concerning the perpetrator of this horrid deed. — 
They were unacquainted with the man, and diſ- 
cloſed their ſuſpicions relative to the gang which 
they ſuppoſed him to be connected with. The King 
on receiving this information, ordered a diligent 
ſearch to be made, in order to diſcover the place 
where this neſt of thieves concealed themſelves; 
and finding it was in the village where Aboſaber 
lived, he raſhly concluded that it was peopled by a 
community of rogues; and immediately ordered a 
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detachment of his guards to go and ravage it, and 
drive all the inhabitants away. 

People, who are charged with ſevere or inhuman 
orders, generally go beyond them ; this was the caſe 
with the undiſciplined troops which were ſent to this 
village; they made the moſt dreadful devaſtation 
throughout the country. They, however, in conſe- 
quence of the uncommon good character Aboſaber 
bore, ſpared his dwelling, and fix perſons of his 
houſehold ; but his harveſt and flocks ſhared the com- 
mon fate. 

Aboſaber's wife bewailed this misfortune bitterly ; 
ce we are ruined,” ſaid ſhe to her huſband; “ you 
ſce that the ſoldiers carry off our flocks, though they 
have received orders to ſpare whatever belongs to us ; 
why do you not complain to the officers of this in- 
juſtice?“ “ I have already ſpoken to them,“ re- 
plied Aboſaber, “but they will not liſten to me: 
have patience, dear wife, and the evil will rebound 
on thoſe who have cauſed it; for woe to the man 
who gives or executes rigorous orders! woe to the 
man who acts without reflection! I much fear that 
the evil the King cauſes us, will one day rebound on 
his own head.“ 

An enemy of Aboſaber's heard theſe ſentiments, 
and went immediately to relate them to the King. 
It is in this ſtyle,” continued he, “ that the ſlave 
whom your Majeſty's goodneſs has ſpared, preſumes 
to ſpeak.” The enraged monarch immediately iſ- 
ſued orders for him and his family to be driven from 
the village, and baniſhed for ever from his kings 
dom, 
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The wife of the reſigned Muſſulman murmured Wl 
loudly againſt this oppreſſion; and expreſſed her re- 
ſentment in the moſt indignant reproachcs. ©* Have 


| patience, dear wife,” faid le; * this virtue is the 
| balm of every ill; let us proceed towards the deſert, 
4 ſince we are perſecuted here.“ The good man then 
4 raiſed his eyes towards heaven, and bleſled the al- 
l, mighty, as he advanced with his ſad family towards 
b this dreary region, Scarcely had he entered it, when 
; ke was aſſaulted by a band of rabbers, who ſtripped 


him of all his clothes, and carried off his children; 
thus the wretched pair were abandoned to the care of 
providence, deprived of their offspring, and of evesy 
human reſource. 
This dreadful ſtroke of fate, which had robbed 
the helpleſs mother of what ſhe moſt loved, almoſt 
bereft her of reaſon, and ſhe filled the air with her 
cries and lamentations. Indolent wretch!” cried 
ſhe to her huſband, “ lay aſide your indifference ; 
purſue theſe robbers, and oblige them to reſtore us 
our children.” ö 
« Have patience, my love, replied Aboſaber; 
4 for it is the only remedy for evils, that appear at 
firſt irremcdiable. Thoſe robbers are well mounted: 
and how can I, naked and fatigued, overtake them? 


7 And even ſuppoſing I could, it is molt probable that 
" theſe unfeeling men would kill me for importuning 
14 them;” but this reaſoning had little effect on his 
is wiſe, till, exhauſted hy ker complaints, ſhe grew 
4 calmcr. They then reſumed their march ſadly to- 


ARABIAN TALES. 60 


gether, and arrived at the banks of a river, from 
whence they diſcovered a village. 

« Sit down here,“ ſaid Aboſaber to his fatigued 
wife. He then left her, and directed his way to- 
wards the village. 

Aboſaber's wife had ſcarce loſt ght of her huſ- 
band, when a gentleman paſſing that way, ſtopped 
with aſtoniſhment at the fight of a pretty woman, 
naked and abandoned, in a lonely road; his curio- 
ſity was excited by this ſingular adventure; and he 
queſtioned her concerning the circumſtances that 
had reduced her to this ſtrange ſituation. She an- 
fwered theſe queſtions with great artleſsneſs and 
candour ; which pleaſing manner adding fuel to the 
defire her firſt appearance had inſpired, he thus ad- 
dreſſed her. Madam, you were ſurely deſigned 
to grace, and enjoy a happier iot; deign therefore 
to accompany me, and accept, with my heart, the 
poſſeſſion of riches and opulence.” *© have a huſ- 
band,” replied the lady,“ and, in ſpite of his mis- 
fortunes, I will never forſaͤke him.” * I have not 
ſufficient time to convince vou, that your refuſal is 
an extravagant folly,” replied the gentleman 3 © I 
will only ſay, that I love you; and that if you do 
not conſent to mount behind me, I will inſtantly 
terminate your misfortunes and your life with this 
cimetar.“ 

She was forced to obey the peremptory orders of 
tins brutal raviſher; but before the went, ſhe traced 
theſe words on the ground,“ Abolaber, thy boalted 
patience has deprived thee of thy fortune, of thy 
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children, and, at laſt, of thy wife, who is now 
cruelly forced away. Heaven grant that this fa- 
vourite virtue may not prove ſtill: more fatal to 
thee !” 

Whilſt ſhe was tracing theſe words, the gentle- 
man was arranging his ſaddle; which, when he 
had completed, he placed his prey behind him, and 
diſappeared. 

When Aboſaber returned, he called and ſought 
for his wiſe long in vain ; but weary, at length, 
with his fruitleſs ſearch, he threw himſelf in deſpair 
on the ground, and ſaw the writing that informed 
him of his misfortunes ; he could not reſiſt the firſt 
tumults of grief; he tore his hair, and beat his 
breaſt; nevertheleſs, his uſual calmneſs ſoon ſuc- 
ceeded this violent agitation, © Have patience, 
Aboſaber,” ſaid he to himſelf; “ thou loveſt thy 
wife, and are beloved by her : and God certainly 
would not have permitted her to have fallen into 
this misfortune, but to preſerve her from a more 
dreadful one. Does it ſuit thee to penetrate into the 
ſecrets of Providence? No; it is thy duty to ſubmit 
patiently, and offend heaven no longer by thy crics 
and murmurs.” Theſe reflections having reſtored 
his mind to its uſual tranquillity, he determined not 
to return to the village which he had juſt viſited, 
but to direct his way towards a city, whoſe high 
ſteeples had attracted his attention. 

As he approached it, he perceived a multitude of 
workmen, building a palace for their King. As 
ſoon as the chief workman ſaw him, he ſeized him 
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by the arm, and obliged him to labour, or threat- 
ened to ſend him to priſon. Aboſaber was again 
forced to be patient, under his new misfortune ; he 
worked hard, and the only ſalary he received in re- 
turn, was coarſe bread and water. 

He had remained above a month in this ſituation, 
when one of his fellow-workmen fell from a ladder, 
and broke his leg. The unhappy ſufferer uttered 
the moſt dreadful cries, interrupted by imprecations. 
Aboſaber approached him; “ companion,” ſaid he, 
e you aggravate your pain, inſtead of eaſing it, by 
your curſes; -pray, have patience ; for the effe of 
this virtue is always beneficial, and gives us ſtrength 
to bear all our misfortunes 3 nay, its power is fo 
great, that it can conduct a man to a throne, even 
from the bottom of a profound well. 

The King was at that moment looking out of a 
neighbouring window, to which the cries of the 
poor man had drawn him. He heard theſe laſt 
words of Aboſaber's, and was ſo irritated by them, 
that he ordered him to be brought inſtantly before 
nim. 

When Aboſaber appeared in the preſence of the 
tyrant, whoſe pride he had unintentionally wounded, 
he was addreſſed by him in theie words:“ What, 
wretch ! can patience conduct a man from the depth 
of a well to a throne? But thou ſhalt make a trial 
of thy impertinent maxim.” The enraged monarch 
then iſſued his orders for Aboſaber to be put into a 
dry well that was in his palace. He viſited him re- 
gularly every day; threw him a piece of bread, and, 
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ina reviling tone, aſked him, if he was {till at the 
bottom of the well, and when his patience would 
make him aſcend the throne ? 

The more the haughty monarch inſulted his pri- 
ſoner, the more the latter felt reſigned. Have 
patience, Aboſaber, ſaid he to himſelf ; “ do not 
expreſs your contempt of this tyrannical uſage ; any 
kind of vengeance is criminal; Heaven ſees us; the 
Almighty judges us ; therefore have patience, Abo- 
laber.” 

The King had a brother, whom he had always 
kept in cloſe confinement, in a private part of his 
palace; but fearing that his diſcontented ſubjects 
might find him, draw him from his dungeon, and 
place him on the throne, he thought that this well 
would ſerve as a more ſecure priſon for him, and 
caſt him alſo into it. The poor perſecuted Prince 
did not long ſurvive this cruel confinement ; he ſoon 
ſunk under the weight of his misfortunes ; but his 
death was carefully concealed from the public, lelit it 
ihould irritate them, 

A ſhort time after this tragic event, the grandees 
of the kingdom, provoked at a long ſucceſſion of 
crimes, revolted againit their fovereign ; the body 
of the people, who ſuffered molt from his tyranny, 
conſpired alſo againſt him, and the tyrant was al- 
ſaſlinated whilſt he ſlept. The adventure of Abo- 
{aber was quite forgotten ; and the guards reporting 
that the tyrant viſited the well every day, and threw 
a piece of bread into it, it was immediately conjec- 
tured that it was his brother, whom he had ſo long 
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ſhut from the light of the day. The grandees had 
the well immediately ſearched, and finding the pa- 
tient Aboſaber there, they miſtook him for the pre- 
ſumptive heir of the crown, and without giving him 
time to ſpeak, and make himſelf known, they hur- 
ried him to the bath, clothed him in the royal robes, 
and piaced him on the throne. | 


The new King, ſtill acting in uniformity to his 


favourite principles, reſigned himſelf tranquilly to 
the will of Heaven, and patiently waited the event of 
theſe extraordinary proceedings. His external ap- 
pearance, reſerve, and compoſure, were good omens 
of his reign ; and the wiſdom of his conduct juſti- 
fied theſe ſanguine expectations. Not contented 
with weighing, with indefatigable attention, the dif- 
ferent opinions of his counſellors, he himſelf aſſiſted 
at every important aifair which occurred. © Vi- 
zirs, Cadis, Officers of Juſtice,” ſaid he, “ before 
you decide on any point, have patience, and examine 
the ſubject.” Every one admired his prudence, and 
were directed by it; in ſhort, all hearts ſpoke, in his 
favour, when a ſucceſſion of events altered the ge- 
neral opinion. 

A monarch who reſided in a neighbouring king- 
dom, was driven out of his dominions by a powerful 
enemy, and came to Aboſaber's kingdom to ſeek an 
alylum, imploring, on his knces, his aſſiſtance and 
protection. 

Aboſaber diſmiſſed his Divan, that he might con- 
verſe alone with the fugitive King; and as ſoon as 
they were without witneſſes, he ſaid to him, “ Re-. 
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cogniſe in the Monarch to whom thou now bendeſt 
thy knee, Aboſaber, thy oppreſſed ſubject, whom a 
few years ago thou inhumanly deprived of all his 
fortune, and baniſhed from thy kingdom ! Obſerve, 
how differently Heaven has dealt by us. I, though 
I was forced from my native village, and reduced to 
the loweſt miſery, was, nevertheleſs, reſigned to 
my fate ; I was patient, and Providence has con- 
ducted me to this throne; in the mean time, thy 
furious and cruel condut has driven thce from 
thine. It ſeems as if Providence had reſigned thee 
into my power, that I might accompliſh its decrees, 
for the inſtruction of the wicked,” 

After this reprimand, and without waiting for an 
anſwer, Aboſaber ordered his officers to ſtrip the ſu- 
gitive King, and all his train, and to drive them out 
of the city: theſe orders were inſtantly executed, 
but they occaſioned ſome murmurs. It ſeemed re- 
pugnant to every feeling of humanity to treat an un- 
happy, ſuppliant monarch with ſo much rigour, 

A few months after this tranſaction, Aboſaber 
being informed that a band of robbers infeſted the 
environs of his metropolis, ſent a trop of experi- 
enced ſoldiers in purſuit of them, The robbers were 
ſoon ſurpriſed, taken priſoners, and two of their 
leaders brought before the King. He immediately 
recollected them to be the ſame who had carried off 
his children; and having diſmiſſed his attendants, he 
queſtioned the chief concerning them. In ſuch 
circumſtances, ſaid he, © and in ſuch a deſert, you 


found a man, a waman, and two children; you 
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ſtripped the father and mother, and carried of the 
children. What have you done with them ? what 
has become of them?“ 

« Sire,” replied the man, © theſe youths are ſtill 
= with us, and we will reſtore them to you, that you 
A | may diſpoſe of them as you think fit. We will alſo 
2 give into your hands all the money we have amaſſed 
W by our robberies; and if you will be pleaſed to grant 
us our lives, and receive us amongſt the number of 
190 your ſubjects, there will be no ſoldiers in the king- 
dom more attached to your royal perſon.” The 
J | King had the young men reſtored to him, took poſ- 
A ſeflion of the robbers' riches, and then ordered them 
au to be immediately beheaded, without appearing 
W the leaſt moved by their repentance and ſupplica- 


7 tions. 


Aboſaber's ſubjects, when they ſaw this prompt 
execution, recollected the cruel treatment the fugi- 
tive King had received, and were quite at a loſs how 
to account for this precipitate behaviour in their ſo- 
vereign, who had ſhewn himſelf, till then, ſo com- 
paſſionate; and who had always addreſſed the Cadis 
in theſe words, when they were deliberating on any 
puniſhment, © Wait, examine, and have patience !'? 
This extreme ſurpriſe was ſome time after augment- 
ed to aſtoniſhment and horror, by a ſtrange occur- 


| ITNCE, 


A gentleman came to complain to the King of 
his wife; but Aboſaber, before he would conſent to 
liſten to him, deſired him to bring her before him, 
that he might hear both ſides of the queſtion, Upon 
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this, the gentleman left his preſence, and ſoon after 
returned with his wife. The inſtant the King caſt 
his eyes on her, without aſking any queſtions, he 
gave orders that ſhe ſhould be conducted into a 
neighbouring apartment, and that her huſband ſhould 
be immediately beheaded. The order was executed; 
but the Vizirs, Officers, and all the Divan, mur- 
mured loudly at this act of tyranny. “ Was there 
ever ſuch deſpotiſm !”” they exclaimed. *© What 
unexampled barbarity! The late King, whom we 
murdered for his crimes, never committed more hor- 
rid actions in his rage, than our preſent one does n 
cold blood.“ Theſe murmurs were all uttered in 
Aboſaber's preſence, ſufficiently loud to be diſtinaly 
heard by him. After liſtening patiently for ſome 
time, he made a ſign with his hand, to impoſe ſilence, 
and addreſſed the aſſembly in theſe words, accompa- 
nied by the moſt ſolemn tone of voice: 

« Vizirs, Cadis, Officers of Juſtice, and all the 
vaſſals of my throne, liſten to your Sovereign. Have 
I not always recommended to you not to be too halty 
in forming your judgement ? I now repeat this ex- 
hortation, and beg you to ſuſpend your opinion till 
I have explained to you my conduct. I have ar- 
rived at my preſent exaltation, without ever having 
even wiſhed for it, as the circumſtances which occa- 
ſioned it could not have been foreſeen ; my crown I 
am therefore indifferent about, as my birth does not 
entitle me to wear it; and all that remains for me 
now is, to regain your eſteem, by making known 
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the motives which have actuated my conduct, and 
by acquainting you who I am. 

« ] am not then the brother of the King whom 
you thought unworthy to reign over you; I ama 
man of an obſcure family, who was perſecuted, 
ruined, and driven from his village. I then took 
refuge in this city, but not till my wife and children 
had been torn from me by ruffians on the way. I 
bowed my head humbly under the fevere blows that 
fortune had overwhelmed me with; but to complete 
my miſery, on entering this city, I was ſeized, and 
compelled to labour at the building of this fame pa- 
lace which I now inhabit. I even then was inti- 
mately perſuaded that patience was, of all virtues, 
the moſt neceſſary to man; and one day, in purſu- 
ance of this maxim, I exhorted a fellow-labourer, 
who had met with the - misfortune to break his leg, 
to bear it patiently ; ſaying, ©** Patience is ſo great 
a virtue, that it can raiſe a man to a throne, were 
he even groaning at the bottom of a well ! 

The King, my predeceſſor, heard me deliver 
this opinion ; and being highly offended at it, had 
me immediately thrown into the well from whence 
you drew me, to place me on this throne. 

When the Monarch,” continued Aboſaber, 

who had been driven from his kingdom by an 

uſurper, came to implore my protection, I recog- 

niſed him to be my former ſovereign, who had ſo 

unjuſtly baniſhed me from his kingdom, and ſtripped 

me of all my property. I had not been the only 
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object ſacrificed to his capricious cruelty ; all his 
ſubjects groaned under his tyrannical yoke. 

The robbers whom I puniſhed ſo ſeverely, had 
deprived me of my children, and reduced me to the 
moſt extreme miſery. 

* To conclude, the gentleman whom I ordered 
to loſe his head, was the villain who had carried my 
wife violently away. 

* In puniſhing theſe culprits, I did not merely 
conſult my own wrongs ; for being the King of your 
choice, and the image of the Almighty on earth, I 
thought that it would have been criminal for me to 
have yielded weakly to the emotions of pity ; it was 
my duty to accompliſh the decrees of Providence, by 
ridding ſociety of ſuch dangerous beings. 

* A tyrannical King, who braves all laws, and 
only obeys his paſſions and caprice, is the peſt of his 
people! If it would be unjuſt to take away his life, 
it would be ſtill more ſo to grant him ſuccour, and 
authorize him to continue his cruelty, and reſign 
himſelf to the atrociouſneſs of his character: was I 
not then highly juſtifable in depriving him of the 
means of becoming again a tyrant * 

« Robbers, whoſe only occupation is to attack 
caravans, and to pilfer travellers, could never be- 
come eſtimable and uſeful citizens, and they merit 
{till leſs the honour of being allowed to fight for their 
King, whoſe laws they have ſo long tranſgreſſed. 
If I had baniſhed them, I ſhould have let them looſe 
on the world again, and have bcen the wilful caule 
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of misfortunes, ſimilar to thoſe which I had myſelf 
experienced, to many of my fellow creatures. 

« A brutal raviſher is a monſter in ſociety ; for 
the man who commits this crime, is capable of 
every other ; was it not my duty, then, to rid the 
world alſo of this man? 

« Such are the motives of my conduct,“ reſumed 
the King; © the ſeverity of which gave me more pain 
than it could poſſibly have done you; but I ſhould 
have been unworthy of the confidence of my people, 
if I had not acted thus.” 

When Aboſaber had finiſhed his juſtification, re- 
ſpect and admiration kept the aſſembly ſome mo- 
ments ſilent; but ſoon, an unanimous cry of © Long 
live Aboſaber! Long hve our patient, worthy mo- 
narch !” echoed from every ſide of the Divan; may 
his reign be eternal!“ 

The King then entered his apartment ; ſent for 
his wife and children; and after having made him- 
ſelf known to them, and given way to the foft emo- 
tions of nature, he thus addreſſed the former: Be- 
hold, my love, the fruit of patience ; and acknow- 
ledge that I was in the right, when I aſſerted that it 
vas the molt important of all virtues! Letus imprint 
theſe truths on the minds of our children, That good 
and evil are executed under the all-ſeeing eye of Provi- 
arnce, and that infinite wiſdom diſpenſes, infallibly, ei- 
ther reward or puniſhment ; and the patient man who 
ſubmits to his fate, is, ſoon or late, crowned with 
glory!“ 
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The Hiſtary of BHA ZAP, the impatient Alan. 


Brazap was the moſt accompliſhed Prince of 


the age in which he lived ; his beauty was celebrat- 
ed even by the poets of diſtant countries, and had 
paſſed into a proverb among the neighbouring na- 
tions; in ſhort, he was the delight of every ſociety 
that he frequented. One day, whilſt he ſeemed to 
peruſe a book very attentively, the company began 
converſing about his beauty; but one of the party 
interrupted them, by ſaying, *©* the Prince Bhazad, 
is, undoubtedly, one of the moſt beautiful men in 
the world ; but I know a lady who ſurpaſſes her ſex 
infinitely more in this particular, than the Prince 
does his.” This diſcourſe which Bhazad over 
heard, piqucd his curioſity more than his vanity, 
and he privately queſtioned the perſon who had 
made known the exiſtence of ſuch a ſurpriſing beau- 


ty.. Prince, replied he, © ſhe is the daughter of 
one of the greateſt: vaſſals that the throne of Syria 


poſſeſſes, and if her exterior enchants every eye, the 
qualities of her heart and mind delight no leſs.” 
Theſe words made a lively impreſſion on Bhazad's 
heart, and his thoughts were from that moment 
wholly occupied by deviſing ſome method to gain 
poſſeſſion of this accompliſhed beauty ; in ſhort, he 
was tormented by a ſecret flame, which rendered 
him penſive, and unſociable. The King, his fa- 
ther, was alarmed at this alteration and aſter im- 
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portuning him ſome time, he at laſt learned the real 
cauſe. 

Cyrus reproached his ſon for his reſerve, ſaying, 
« why didſt thou conceal the ſituation of thy heart 
from thy father? Art thou then ignorant of the 
power I poſſeſs over the Prince, whoſe. daughter 
thor wiſheſt to eſpouſe ; and doſt thou doubt that he 
will not think our alliance an honour?” He then 
ſent for the father of this young beauty, who gladly 
conſented that his daughter ſhould be united to 
Bhazad ; but, at the ſame time, required that the 
celebration of the nuptials ſhould be deferred for 
nine months. 

* Nine months, without ſeeing her!” exclaimed 
the impatient Bhazad.—* Nine months! No; I 
cannot ſupport the mere idea.” He then formed a 
project to ſhorten the time; mounted his ſwifteſt 
courſer; provided himſelf with a bow and arrow, 
and a lance; thus accoutred, he began his il|-con- 
certed journey ; and had not advanced far from the 
capital of Syria, before he met a band of robbers. 
His brave and martial appearance awed them fo 
much, that, when they had robbed him, inſtead of 
murdering him, according to their uſual practice, 
they offered him his life, on condition that he would 
become one of their aſſociates. If Bhazad had re- 
nounced life, he muſt have renounced his love alſo; 
but as the profeſſion of a robber was very repugnant 
to his feelings, he made himſelf known to the gang: 
told them the purport of his journey, and his impa- 
uence to ſhorten the time preſcribed by his miſtreſs's 
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father, before he could ſee her. The chief, when 
he had heard this account, thus replied. © We 
will abridge this delay; I know the caſlle where 
the object of your paſſion reſides ; march, therefore, 
at our head, and we will attack it; for nothing, I 
am ſure, will be able to reſiſt us. In return for this 
ſervice, we only aſk you to let us partake of the 
lady's fortune, and to grant us your protection in 
future.” 

Bhazad was delighted with this propoſal ; he was 
fo blinded by his paſſion, that any means which 
were favourable to the accompliſhment of his de- 
ſign, appeared to him equitable ; he therefore gave 
his conſent, and reſumed his journey, at the head of 
the robbers. 

They ſoon met with a numerous caravan; the 
gang could not reſiſt the temptation, and attacked it 
precipitately ; they were, however, repulfed with a 
great loſs, and a number of them were taken pri- 
ſoners ; amongſt whom was Bhazad. He was con- 
ducted with the reſt of the priſoners, to the capital 
of the country for which the caravan was deſtined ; 
the commander of it, after having related the adven- 
ture to the King, preſented Bhazad to him, ſaying, 
Sire, here is a young man, whole appearance is 
far ſuperior to that of the reſt, and we will deliver 
him to your Majeſty, to difpoſe of him as you think 
proper. * | 

The captive's perſon and behaviour attracted the 
monarch's earneſt attention. Who are you, 
young man ? aſked he; © for you do not ſeem born 
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for the criminal profeſſion you follow. What acci- 
dent delivered you into the hands of the gang? 
Bhazad, who was fearful of diſhonouring his real 
name, by making himſelf known, replied ; “ Sire, 
my exterior has led your Majeſty into an error; I 
aſſure you I am by profeſſion a robber.“ 

«© This anſwer,” exclaimed the King, “ is your 
ſentence of death. But, ſaid he to himſelf, let me 
not be precipitate! J ought to reſpe& his youth, 
and perſonal qualities, that diſtinguiſh him ſo much 
from the people of his profeſſion. If this youth is 
in reality a robber, he merits death; but if he aſ- 
ſumes that character, ſrom a defire to rid himſelf of 
life, which his misfortunes have rendered bitter to 
him, then ſhould I become an accomplice in his 
crime.” Thus ſpoke the prudent monarch, who 
afterwards ordered Bhazad to be confined, till he 
could obtain fome farther intelligence concerning 
him. 

In the mean time Cyrus, after having endeavour- 
ed, in vain, to find his ſon in his own kingdom, 
ſent circular letters to all the ſovereigns of Aſia. 
When the King in whoſe dominions Bhazad was 
confined, received one, he immediately concluded 
that the young adventurer whom his clemency had 
ſaved from death, was the beloved ſon of the mighty 
monarch of Syria; and he now applauded himſelf 
for not having been precipitate in his judgement. 

He ſent immediately for the priſoner, and inſiſt- 


ed that he ſhould tell him his real name. I am 


called Bhazad,” replied the young man. You 
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are then ſon to the King of Syria,” cried the mo- 
narch; but what motive could have induced you 
to conceal your birth from me? If I had not been 
ſo deliberate in the execution of juſtice, your im- 
prudence would have coſt you your life, and have 
brought upon me the remorſe of having puniſhed the 
fon of my honourable ally like a vile aſſaſſin.” — 
Bhazad then diſcloſed the cauſe of his ſecret depar- 
ture from his father's kingdom, and added, “ Sire, 
finding myſelf among a gang of robbers, whoſe 
crimes I had involuntarily partook of, I preferred 
death to ignominy, and was determined not to diſ- 
honour an illuſtrious name, by diſcloſing my real 
rank.” 

Son, replied the monarch," “ you have acted 
very imprudently, you were in love, and were ſure 
of enjoying the object of your paſſion; and your 
impatience to ſhorten the time has conducted you to 
the brink of the moſt imminent danger. Inſtead of 
waiting patiently till you could become the ſon of 
one of the noble vaſſals of your father's throne, you 
abandoned his court, without his permiſſion, and 
expoſed yourſelf, moſt imprudently, to be maſla- 
cred by the ruffians who infeſt the deſerts ; you then 
united yourſelf to a band of theſe villains, and in- 
tended to gain poſſeſſion of the object of your love by 
violence. See into what a variety of crimes you 
were led; repreſs this youthful fire, and calm your 
impatience. I will procure you the means of being 
united to this Princeſs who you wiſh to obtain; but 
your adyances muſt be made in a manner ſuitable to 
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her and your own rank; we mult not be precipi- 


tate. 


The King then ordered Bhazad to be dreſſed mag- 
nificently ; lodged him in his palace, and admitted 
him to his own table. He wrote to Cyrus the ſame 
day begging him not to be uneaſy concerning his 
ſon, who was ſafe in his court; he informed him 
alſo that he was making preparations, in order for 
him to appear in a manner ſuitable to his birth at the 
court of the Prince whoſe daughter he was to eſpouſe. 

The impatient Bhazad ſaw theſe preparations 
with pain; the care that was taken about them, re- 
tarded his happineſs. At length, the order for de- 
parting was iſſued ; and Bhazad began his journey, 
eſcorted by a little army ; they travelled with great 
celerity, and when they were obliged to ſtop, the 
time appeared to the love- ſick Prince, an age. 

Couriers were diſpatched before to acquaint the 
father of the Princeſs of the arrival of his deſtined ſon ; 
he came to meet him to the gate of the caſtle, ac- 
companied by his daughter, covered with a veil. 
He then ordered him an apartment next to that of 
his future bride; in ſhort, he was treated with the 
greateſt reſpect, and all the preliminaries being ſet- 
tled between the two fathers, and the nine months 
wanting only three days of being elapſed, every 
neceſſary preparation went forward, and the Prince 
was on the eve of attaining his long- wiſhed- for hap- 
pineſs. 

He was ſeparated from the object of his wiſhes 
only by a thin wall; in three days, he was to ſee 
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her and be united to her : yet nevertheleſs, this wall 
appeared to him as formidable as Mount Arafat, 
and the three days like eternity. He was continu- 
ally inquiring what ſhe was doing ; and one day, 
being informed that ſhe was dreſſing, he exclaimed, 
c Ah!” that I could ſee her, now ſhe is without 
her veil ! then could I contemplate her raviſhing 
beauties!” He then ran round his room, prying 
into every corner, in hopes of perceiving ſome 
fmall hole through which he could behold this mi- 
racle of beauty, and ſatisfy his curioſity and impa- 
tience. In the courſe of his ſearch, he unfortu- 
nately diſcovered, in a little cloſet, a ſmall barred 
window, which was ſtopped up ; he applicd his 
eyes to a crevice in the boards which covered the 
bars, and would have ſoon ſatisfied his curioſity, 


had not an eunuch, who perceived that ſome one 


was prying, plunged the point of his ſcimetar into 
the eyes of the too curious Bhazad. 

The unfortunate wretch uttered a piercing cry, 
which aſſembled his people round him; they in- 
quired into the cauſe of the dreadful misfortune that 
had befallen him; and he anſwered them in theſe 
words: It is all owing to my impatience ; I for- 
got the wiſe counſel of my kind benefactor; I 
ſhould have ſeen and poſſeſſed in three days the ob- 
je& that was deſtined to complete my felicity, but I 
could not endure this ſhort delay ; my eyes were de- 
termined to have, beforehand, the pleaſure of be- 
holding her charms; and they are puniſhed for their 


temerity, by being deprived of light. 
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The Hiſtory of the reſigned RAVIA. 


Six, continued Aladdin, the powerful monarch 
Dabdin, had two Vizirs, one of whom was called 
Zorachan, and the other Caradin. The former had 
a daughter, of moſt excellent beauty, to whom he 
had given the name of Ravia ; ſhe was as virtuous as 
ſhe was fair; and was a {trict obſerver of the laws of 
Mahomet ; in ſhort, her virtues were founded on 
religion, and her principal occupation conſiſted in 
reading the Koran, and repeating her prayers. The 
high reputation ſhe enjoyed for virtue, wiſdom, and 
beauty, ſo enchanted the King, that he aſked her in 
marriage of her father. The Vizir begged to be 
permitted to propoſe the affair to his daughter, be- 
fore he gave any deciſive promiſe ; this requelt the 
King granted, on conditions that the nuptials ſhould 
be concluded with all poſſible expedition. 

When the miniſter acquainted his daughter with 
the monarch's intentions, ſhe anſwered him in theſe 
words:“ Unequal matches, my father, are rarely 
happy ; and I ſhould prefer an inferior to a ſuperior 
marriage; as, in that caſe, my huſband having but 
one wife, I ſhould have a greater chance of poſſeſs- 
ing his heart ; inſtead of which, were I to eſpouſe a 
King, I ſhould only partake of a ſmall ſhare of my 
huſband's love ; and inſtead of his wife, be his ſlave. 
In ſhort, I could not ſupport the humiliation of ſee- 
ing freſh objects ſtart up every day to rival me in his 
affections.“ 
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Dabdin ſmiled, when he was informed of this an- 
ſwer; it appeared to him dictated by delicacy and 
good ſenſe, and his paſſion was much increaſed by 
this refuſal. © Go, tell your daughter that I love 
her,” ſaid he; © and that this love, and my con- 
ſtant deſire to make her happy, will ſoon baniſh 
her fears on that head. Add, alſo, that ſhe muſt be 
mine.“ 

Zorachan returned to his daughter, and informed 
her of the monarch's reſolution. Oh! my fa- 
ther,” exclaimed Ravia, in an agony of grief, I 
will die, rather than ſubmit to this tyrant's will; I 
will fly from his court, and take refuge in the de- 
ſert, where the holy prophet ſhall watch over my 
life.” 

This firm reſolution of Ravia, and the abſolute 
orders of the King, diſtreſſed the miniſter, who 
was, for ſome time, at a loſs in what manner to 
act; but at length influenced by his paternal tender- 
neſs, he determined to fly with his daughter into 
ſome foreign country, and to carry off his molt va- 
luable effects. In conſequence of this reſolution, 
they mounted two fleet courſers, and followed by a 
few faithful ſlaves, they directed their way towards 
the deſert. 

As ſoon as Dabdin was informed of their elope- 
ment, he put himſelf at the head of a numerous body 
of ſoldiers, and purſued the fugitives. In vain the 
Vizir and his daughter fled from the purſuers, with 
almolt ſupernatural ſwiftneſs ; Dabdin at laſt over- 
took them, and ſeizing the Vizir's bridle, with one 
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low of his dabour “ fractured the Vizir's ſkull. —- 
He then haſtily ſeizing Ravia, conducted her to his 
palace, and forced her to accept of his ſanguinary 
hand. 

The unhapppy Ravia, when ſhe ſaw herſelf com- 
pelled to eſpouſe her father's murderer, endeavoured 
to conceal the grief which preyed on her heart. Her 
ſtedfaſt attachment to her duty, and her conſtant 
piety, were her principal comforts ; and ſhe was 
reſigned to her fate, though far from being happy. 
In ſpite of her habitual ſadneſs, the mildneſs of her 
temper, joined to the beauty of her perſon, inereaſ- 
ed and conciliated the affections of her cruel conſort, 
who was never happy out of her ſight. He was 
ſoon, however, obliged to ſeparate himielt from 
her. 

His kingdom was menaced with an invaſion ; the 
enemy had already reached the frontiers ; Dabdin, 
whoſe breaſt glowed with martial ardour, led a nu- 
merous army himſelf into the field, determining to 
acquire glory, even at the hazard of his life. Before 
his departure, he delivered the reins of government 
into the hands of his Vizir Caradin, in whom he 
placed great confidence. When he confided the care 
of his dominions to him, he addreſſed him in thefe 
words, “ ] entruſt thee, Caradin, with the care of 
my people during my abſence ; and I confide alſo to 


* Dabour, a kind of caſtern ſcepter, with a head of maſly 
gold, ſurrounded by ſharp points; the Princes of the Eaſt always 


carry this ſcepter with them. 
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thy care my beloved Ravia; watch over her; pre- 
vent and ſatisfy her wiſhes. "Thou knoweſt how 
dear ſhe is to thy malter; and on my return, if ſhe 
breaths the ſlighteſt complaint againſt thee, thy head 
ſhall anſwer for it.” 

Caradin was highly flattered by the confidence the 
King repoſed in him, more eſpecially with the 
orders that related to Ravia; but he was curious to 
behold this prodigy of beauty, whom the King ſeem- 
ed ſo jcalous of. As every one acknowledged him 
their maſter, and paid the moit implicit obedience 
to his orders, in their monarch's abſence, it was not 
very difiicult for him to ſatisfy his curioſity ; the 
ſight of his ſovereign's conſort was fatal to him; for 


lie no ſooner b&gelu her, than he fell ſo deſperately 
1 


in love, that . Hon loſt his repoſe, ** Surely, 
ſaid he, this Queen mult have been created with 
the heavens ; for her beauty is divine; it is more 
dazzling than the ſtars in the firmament! I muſt and 
will poſſeſs her! All beauteous as the is, ſhe is (till 
a woman, and ſuſceptible of love like the relt of her 
ſex. I will endeavour to inſpire her with a paſſion 
for me. After he had formed this deſign, he wrote 
to her the following note: © Madam, the love with 
which you have infpired me, preys upon my heart 
and health; and unleſs you condeſcend to grant me 
an interview, the lite of the wretched Caradin will 
ſoon fall a ſacrifice to your crueliy.” 

The audacity of this letter aſtoniſhed the Queen ; 


and the inſtantly ſent it back, with this anſwer. 


& Vizir, your ſovereign has placed the moſt unli— 
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mited confidence in you ; and is it thus you fulfil the 
facred charge he has conferred on you? Recolle& 
yourſelf; addreſs ſuch letters to your own wife, and 
be ſatisfied with her affection. I have only to add, 
that if I again receive a ſimilar inſult, your head 
ſhall infallibly anſwer for your preſumption.” 

This moderate, firm anſwer made Caradin reflect 
on the imprudence of his conduct; and the Queen's 
mild behaviour alarmed him greatly. “ She is de- 
yout,” ſaid he, “ and her piety will make her reveal 
my attempt to the King; my life is aſſuredly in dan- 
ger. She has returned me my letter; I will there- 
fore ſilence the meſſenger who carried it, and then no 
proof remaining of my paſſion, it will be eaſy for me 
to accompliſh her ruin, to ſave myſelf.“ 

The Queen hcaring ſoon after that the Vizir was 
indiſpoſed, kindly ſent to inquire after his health, 
and being informed that he kept his bed, ſhe felt 
really ſorry for him; but little did this virtuous 
Princeſs think that his illneſs had been produced by 
the agitation this premeditated crime had cauſed. 

Dabdin, when he had vanquithed his enemies, 
returned triumphant to his court; and Caradin im- 
mediately preſented himſelf before him, to congra- 
tulate him on his victory, and render him an account 
of his adminiſtration during his abſence. In this 
account he artfully avoided mentioning the Queen 
and when the King inquired concerning her, he in- 
treated his Majeity to permit him to be ſilent on that 
ſubject. But on the monarch's inſiſting on his be- 
ing more explicit, he replied, that the queen, not- 
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withſtanding her appearance of piety and virtue, had 
defiled his bed in his abſence, by admitting to it a 
vile ſlave, who had nothing to recommend him to 
her favour, but a beautiful exterior. Have you 


proofs of this?” aſked the monarch, whoſe voice 


faultered with rage. 
« TI would not credit,“ anſwered the miniſter, 


ce the public report of her infidelity; but I was too 
ſoon convinced by my oven ' obſervation that it was 
well founded; for a few days after your Majeſty's 
departure, one of the Queen's women came to me, 


and told me, that if I would follow her, ſhe would 


let me be witneſs to a ſcene which would ſurpriſe 
me; I followed her, and was conducted, by a pri- 
vate door, into the heart of the palace; the ſlave 
placed me near the window of a cloſet, through the 
crevices of which I beheld the Queen careſſing the 
vile Abolkar, one of her father's ſlaves.“ 

The King conſtrained his fury till the Vizir ended 
his relation, and then he gave it vent in the moſt vio- 
lent imprecations againſt the Queen. When his 
paſſion had ſuſhciently ſubſided, to permit him to 
think, he addrefled the miniſter in theſe words: 


ge careful that this infamous affair does not tran- 
ſpire; let Abolkar be impriſoned ; and deſire the 
chief of my eunuchs to attend me.“ 


The Vizir obeyed the orders of his ſovereign, 


and brought the chief of the eunuchs into his pre- 


ſence. Slave!” cried the monarch, when he ap- 
peared, ** bring me the head of Ravia this inſtant * 
This unexpected command aſtoniſhed the eunuch ſo 
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much, that forgetting his paſſive obedience, he ven- 
tured to expoltulate with his royal maſter in theſe 
words: © Sire, it ill befits your humble ſlave to in- 
quire into the motives of this rigorous order; but 
Ravia being your Majeſty's favourite wife, and 
Queen, will not this ſudden death tarniſh the glory 
of your late victory, and give riſe to ſuſpicions inju- 
rious to your ſacred name? Send her rather into the 
deſert; I will undertake to conduct her into a part 
of it, from whence ſhe will never be able to find her 
way back, and where ſhe cannot procure the means 
of ſubſiſting without a miracle, which is never per- 
formed in favour of the wicked.” 

This reaſoning had the deſired effect on the King; 
and he commanded the eunuch to put his plan into 
immediate execution. This officer, therefore, 
placed the Queen on a camel that he conducted him- 
felf towards the deſert ; he carried with him alſo 
ſome proviſions, which he deſigned to leave with 
her. 

This eunuch was a good Muſſulman, and being 
acquainted with the Queen's piety, and exactneſs in 
diſcharging the dutics of her religion, he could not 
believe that ſhe had been guilty of any attrocious 
crime, and treated her with all the reſpect and at- 
tention which her virtues merited, and inſpired. 
After having travelled ſeveral days in the deſert, 
the kind conductor at length flopped in a little plain, 
at the foot of a rock, from whence flowed a ſtream, 
which formed a baſin of the pureſt water. The eu- 
nuch thought this was the beſt place to reſign Ravia 
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to the care of Providence; he made her deſcend then 
from the camel ; and having diſcovered a little cavity 
in the rock, he carefully ſecured the proviſion he 
had brought with him, and then took leave of the 
unfortunate Queen, with his eyes ſwimming in 
tears. © Stop,” cried Ravia, who had not uttered 
a word during the journey, © will you abandon 
me in this deſolate place, without telling me the 
reaſon why I am thus cruelly treated?“ The eu- 
nuch then related to her the orders the King had firſt 
given him, which he had been ſufficiently happy to 
change into thoſe he then executed. Are you 
acquainted,” ſaid ſhe, © with the reaſons of my 
diſgrace?” He replied, that not a word had tran- 
ſpired which could lead him to gueſs the cauſe. 
The Queen then thanked him for his kindneſs 
and reſpect, and alſo for having ſaved lier life; 
« I will employ it,” ſhe added, © in praying for 
you. Doubtleſsly ſome of my enemies have ca- 
lumniated me to the King; and if ever the veil 
which now covers his eyes ſhould fall, tell him from 
ji me to mourn in ſackcloth and aſhes, for having aſ- 
i! ſaſſinated my virtuous father! Tell him, that if he 
does not, by his ſincere repentance, diſarm divine 
Juſtice, it will, ſoon or late, cruſh him. In' ba- 
niſhing me into this reſidence of horror and wild 
beaſts, he has torn me from the arms of a parricide 
and even in my misfortunes, I thank him for hav- 
ing enabled me to contemplate, at my leiſure, the 
wonderful works of the Almighty, which it is 1m- 
poſſible to do in the palaces of Kings.“ The Qucen 
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then ceaſed, and the eunuch, deeply affected at the 
unhappy fate of ſo exalted a character, left her re- 
juctantly, and returned to his maſter. 

Thus poor Ravia was left alone in the midſt of a 
dreary deſert, if a ſoul like hers can ever be alone, 
which was continually converſing with its Creator, 
by contemplation and prayer. She explored all the 
cavities of the rock, and took poſſeſſion of one that 
beſt ſecured her ſrom being ſurpriſed by wild beaſts ; 
ſhe ſubſiſted on the food that was left her, and ſome 
roots which ſhe found in the plain ; and when ſhe 
was purſued by any ferocious animal, ſhe fled into 
her cavern, the entrance of which ſhe had rendered 
inacceſſible to them, by piling up ſtones on each 
other. Thus, while theſe devouring animals roared 
to find themſelves impotent, Ravia, ſecure, praiſed 
Heaven for having endowed her with induſtry and 
courage, which was of ſuch ſignal ſervice to her in 
her adverſity. 

One day, when ſhe was offering up her adoration 
to her Creator, at the entrance of the cave, ſhe was 
perceived afar off by the keeper of the King Kaſſera's 
camels, who had penetrated into the heart of the de- 
ſert, in ſearch of ſome of thoſe animals, which had 
ſtrayed from the flock. 

This man, aſtoniſhed to ſee ſuch a rare beauty in 
ſo ſtrange a ſituation, approached Ravia, and aſked 
her who ſhe was, and what had brought her into the 
deſert ? „“ Muſſulman,” ſhe replied, “ you ſee be- 
fore you the humble ſervant of God and his holy 
prophet ; by their permiſſion I have been baniſhed 
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into this forlorn place ; I obey chearfully their will, 
and will continue to worſhip them, and return 
thanks, whilſt they grant me life.” - The keeper, 
feeling his heart inflamed with admiration and love 
for this pious beauty, offered to divide his fortune 
with her, and by uniting their fate, to make her 
happineſs his chief {tudy, 

“ Generous man,” replicd Ravia, © I am re- 
ſolved to ſerve God, not man. But though I can- 


not accept your offer, you may be of the greateſt ſer- 
vice to me. The rocks which ſurround me, afford 


me a commodious retreat; but the ſtream which fur- 
niſhes me with water 1s almoſt dry, and in a few 
days I ſhall ſee myſelt deprived of this neceſſary ele- 
ment ; I therefore entreat thee, generous mortal, to 
conduct me to ſome other cavern in the neighbour- 
hood, near which there 1s a rivulet that will furniſh 
ſufficient water to ſatisfy my thirſt, and for my daily 
ablutions.” © I am acquainted with a place ſuch 
as you deſcribe,” anſwered the man; “ but it is at 
ſome diſtance from hence, and you will not be able 
to reach it, unleſs you conſent to mount my camel.” 
Ravia accepted of his offer ; and after travelling ſome 
hours, they arrived at the new habitation. 

The keeper aſſiſted Ravia to diſmount from the 
camel; and having ſhewn her a fine ſpring, near 
which were many caverns, much more convenient 
than thoſe ſhe had left, he inſiſted on her accepting 
all his remaining proviſions, and thus addreſſed her: 
«© Madam, I am the keeper of the King Kaſſera's 
camels, the moſt mighty monarch of the Eaſt ; and 
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ne is ſo paſlionately fond of theſe animals, that he 
always feeds them himſelf. I have had the misfor- 
tune to loſe three of his favourite ones, and I dare 
not return to him without them, fearing leſt my invo- 
juntary fault ſhould be puniſhed with death. Your 
fervent prayers, Madam, Heaven will ſurely hear; 
and were you to offer them up for me, my ſearch 
could not fail to be ſucceſsful.” © Worthy man,” 
replied the recluſe, © you have jult performed a cha- 
ritable office, and you ſhall be recompenſed for it. 
Go, ſeek your camels, and you will moſt aſſuredly 


hnd them. 


The keeper, full of confidence, took a reſpectful 


cave of the fair ſtranger, and renewed his ſearch for 
the ſtrayed camels. He had not ſought long, ere 
they preſented themſelves before him; he ſeized 
em, and, full of joy, turned into the road that led 
towards the city; reflecting, all the way, on his 
good fortune in meeting with this beautiful unknown. 
When Kaſſera came, as uſual, to viſit his camels, 
the keeper related to him his adventure, and the 
happy termination of it, which he attributed to the 
prayers of the young recluſe. The Monarch, cu- 
rious to trace himſelf ſuch an extraordinary circum- 
lance, immediately mounted his horſe, and ordered 
the Keeper to conduct lum to the place where he had 
left the fair hermit. 

It was the hour of noon when the Monarch ar- 
rmvcd ; and Ravia was offering up her accuſtomary 
prayers near the ſpring, whole banks were cloathed 
with flowers; her eyes and hands were lifted up to- 
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wards Heaven, and her bcautiful hair lowed negli- 
gently down her back. The brill:ancy of her com- 
plexion, and the beauty of her features, made her 
appear a lily in the midſt of a fine garden. She was 
ſo abſorbed in her meditations, that the King had 
an opportunity of contemplating her at his leiſure ; 
and he thought her infinitely ſuperior to the ruſtic 
praiſes of, the keeper. When he had obſerved her 
ſome time, he approached her gently, and, in the 
moſt reſpectful tone, addreſſed her in theſe words: 
« Accomplithed fair one, pardon the preſumption 
that leads me to inquire who you are, and your mo- 
tives for reſiding in this place?“ ] am adevout re- 
cluſe, the fervant of God,” replied Ravia, “ and I 
live in this ſolitary place in order to ſerve him.“ — 
« ] perceive that you wiſh to conceal yourſelf,” an- 
ſwered the Monarch; “ but whien you have heard 
who I am, I hope you will accept of the offer I am 
going to make you. Know then that 1 am Kaſſera, 
King over all the Kings who dwell in the Ealt ; and 
in offering you my heart and hand, I think I render 
you no unworthy homage. 

6 Sire,” replied Ravia, © I can ſcarcely believe 
that the moſt powerful of monarchs would debaſe 
himſelf ſo far, as to take to his arms a friendleſs 
woman, found wandering in the deſert ; which cir- 
cumſtance alone announces her indigence and mean 
birth. And I have too much reſpect for human 
grandeur, than to elevate my wiſhes towards a 
throne.” © Do not refuſe my honourable offers, 
Madam, I entreat you: you are ſecure from any vi- 
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olence from me; but how can I ſecure myſelf from 
the lively impreſhons which your virtues and beauty 
have made on my heart? But as you diſdain my 
power and magnificence, I will this moment make 
a voluntary ſacrifice of them, and paſs the remainder 
of my life with you in this deſert, praiſing the Eter- 
nal and his divine prophet.” 

Kaſſera was in earneſt ; and he immediately or- 
dered two tents to be prepared, one for the fair ſtran- 
ger, and the other for himſelf. 

Ravia was not inſenſible; and this ſacrifice touch- 
ed her, as did alſo the delicacy of the monarch's be- 
haviour : ſhe reflected on the loſs that his ſubjects 
would ſuſtain, if he continued in the deſert ; the af- 
fliction of his friends alſo would certainly be very 
great; theſe reflections made her determine again to 
attempt to perſude the King to give up his deſign. 
In conſequence of this determination, the addreſſed 
the ſlave whoſe employment it was to wait on her, 
in theſe words: © His Majeſty does me great ho- 
nour, and yet I cannot accept of his offer ; for my 
only ambition is to ſerve the Eternal. Kaſſera is the 
repreſentative, on earth, of him I adore, and it is 
his duty to hve in ſociety to diſpenſe juſtice and 
mercy ; the happineſs of his ſubjects depends on 
him. This mighty monarch has alſo a family, 
whole happineſs he is the ſource of; it would there- 
fore be criminal in him to violate the laws of nature 
and equity, by burying himſelf alive. You, who 
appear to enjoy his confidence, inform him of the 


grief his reſolution gives me; and that but for ſome 
F 
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invincible obſtacles which prevent my accepting of 
his hand, I would not be the cauſe of his remaining 
in the deſert.” 


The ſlave faithfully performed this commiſſion ; 


and brought her in anſwer, that the Prince knowing 
he had been guilty of many faults, was determined 
to ſeek to appeale Heaven, by embracing a life of 
penitence and hardihip. 

When Ravia heard this firm determination of the 
monarch, ſhe was very much diſtreſſed, and at a loſs 
what ſtep to take. But after mature reflection, ſhe 
reſolved to ſacrifice herſelf, rather than be the cauſe 
of the ruin of a great nation, by depriving it of a 
wile and indulgent ſovereign. After the had taken 
this reſolution, the ſent to requeſt an interview with 
the King, who immediately haſtened to her tent, 
«© What are your orders, beautiful ſtranger?“ ſaid 
he : © name them, and your ſlave will ſubmit to 


them without murmuring.“ ; 
6 Sire,” replied Ravia, ©. my motive for con- 


it Is my duty to reſtore a father to his people, and I 


cealing my name and rank was, that I might not be 1 
prevented from finiſhing my days in this ſolitude; "tg 
but the reſolution you have taken diſconcerts all my 
plan. So great and renowned a monarch, ſo tender | 
and compatilionate a father, cannot withdraw him- 29 
{elf from his fſubjects, without committing a crime ? 
of the moſt ſerious nature. If I perſevere in reful- * 
ing your hand, I pærecive that I {hall be the innocent 1 
Canſe of a nation's and a monarch's ruin; I feel that i 
: 


accept of your hand, in order to ſecure yours and 
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your ſubſe s' happineſs. It is now tame,” conu- 
ated he, “ that I ſhould make myſelf known to 
our Majeſty,” She then made a faithful relation 
of her misfortunes, from her flight with Zorachan, 
er father, ti] her having been cruelly left in the 


1 


geſert., “ Vhillt J lived in obſcurity,” added ſhe, 
« the idea of the reputation 1 had left behind me 
rave e lite uncafineſs 3 but when I become the 
confort of a miihty monarch, it will be important 
for his glory, and my honour,” that my innocence 
ſhould appear befor: men. The King Dabdin is a 
vaſlal and tridutary to your crow; ſummon him, 
Caradin, and the chief of the eunuchs, to your 
court; for Ravia will not ſeat herſelf on your throne, 
till ſhe is fully juitified from the odious imputations 
to which her misfortunes muſt have given riſe.” 

Kaſſera felt the propriety of this requeſt, and was 
highly pleaſed with Ravia's delicacy. He ſoon after 
returned to the capital accompanied by the fair re- 
cluſe, in a magnificent litter to his palace. He aſ- 
ſigned the moſt elegant and commodious apartment 
to her, and a crowd of flaves of both ſexes were or- 
dered to obey her commands. 

Immediately after his return, Kaſſera diſpatched 
an order to Dabdin's court, commanding him, his 
Vizir Caradin, and the chief of his eunuchs to repair 
immediately to his court. 

Whilſt the virtuous Ravia enjoyed, in a dreary 
delert, repoſe and peace, the inſeparable companions 
of a conſcience without reproach, the wretched 
Dabdin, even in the boſom of pleaſure, was tor- 
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mented by cares; and from the moment he had fo 
barbarouſly driven his beloved wife from his court, 
life had Joſt all its charms. Caradin's exiſtence, 
too, was embittered by the recollection of his crime; 
and when he ſought repoſe in ſleep, the image of the 
injured Queen ſtill haunted him. 

They were in this melancholy ſituation, when 
Kaſſera's orders were intimated to them. They 
could not divine the cauſe of theſe peremptory or- 
ders; and their guilty conſciences made them trem- 
ble. They were, however, obliged to obey, and 
began their journey, in company with the chief of 
the eunuchs, who, though equally ſurpriſed at this 
ſummons, obeyed it, without feeling the leaſt fear. 
They arrived, at length, at Kaſſera's court. 

This monarch expected them with the greateſt 
impatience. He was ſitting in his own apartment, 
accompanied by Ravia, who, when they appeared, 
thus addreſſed Caradin: 

« Vizir, doſt thou not recolle&t me? I am Ra- 
via, wife to thy maſter, whom thou treacherouſly 
calumniated by thy falſe reports : thou haſt betrayed 
thy duty to God, to thy ſovereign, and to me, whom 
thou oughteſt to have reſpected. Thou haſt com- 
mitted all theſe crimes; therefore acknowledge 
them, and do not ſeek to employ any artifice, which 
can be of no ſervice to thee, and will draw upon you 
the divine vengeance.” “ 

Caradin, confounded at what he ſaw and heard, 
exclaimed in the bitterneſs of his foul ; “ your in- 
nocence, Madam, is written on your forehead, as 
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plainly as my enormous crime is on mine! Aſter 
you had refuſed compliance to my offers, my evil 
Genius took poſſeſſion of me, and” “ Ah! vil- 
lain,” interrupted Dabdin, “ there is no puniſh- 
ment, however, horrid, that thy crime does not 
merit; and heaven will wreak its ſevereſt vengeance 
on thee !” | 

Kaſſera enjoyed this triumph of Ravia's innocence ; 
but turning to Dabdin, who was venting his rage on 
Caradin, he ſpoke to him in theſe words: Prince, 
your Vizir is not the only criminal here; you have, 
yourſelf, been guilty of atrocious crimes. Thoſe 
who are entruſted with the government of others, 
ought to know how to govern themſelves. They 
ought not to be haſty in their judgement, much leſs 
in the execution of the dictates of their private re- 
ſentment. It is their duty not to condemn a crimi- 
nal, without hearing his juſtification; they ought 
ſcrupulouſly to examine the accuſers and the accuſ- 
ed; and not pronounce ſentence, till they have ma- 
turely conſidered and weighed the offences of the 
culprit, Your conduct has been directly oppoſite to 
this; ani you have, by impatience and precipita- 
tion, diſhonoured royalty. But although I am your 
Lord and Sovereign, I will not be your judge; here 
is a wiſer and more enlightened one, to whom [I 
leave the examination of thine and Caradin's cauſe ; 
the ſhall pronounce your ſentence. 

Speak, Madam,” ſaid he, addreſſing Ravia ; 
* you have ſtudied the laws of God and man; and 
are perfectly acquainted with juſtice.” 
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5 | 
Sire,“ replied the, © the duty you charge me 
with, is painful to fulfil] ; but it J mult pronounce 
the law, thus then it is written in the divine Ko- 


7 7 2 
ran: every voluntary murdeser ought ts periſh by the 


fame means he employed in the conmiſſion of his crime, 


The King Dabdin, who now (tands in the preſence 
of ycur Majeſty, murdered my father, his old and 
faithful ſervant, with a ſingle blow of his Dabour. 
Me, he raſhly believed guilty, and devoted to death, 
without giving hiraſelf time to reflect on the juſtice 
of his ſentence: thus, I think, he falls under the 


ſentence of the law. The Vizir Caradin, wiſhing 


* 


— 


» Ut 


my death, to rid himfclf of a dangerous witncls of 
his temerity, cauſed me, by his calunny, to be 
abandoned in the deſert; he ought therefuie to be 
ent thither to take my place.— I he protecting arm 
ct the Almighty preſerved me there from all danger; 
and the grace af Mahomet, and your goodneſs, 
will, ſoon or late, be recompenſcd, and the wick- 
ed can never eſcape puniſhment. The chief of the 
eunuchs was only the inſtrument of his maſter's 
will; but yet the law owes him a recompenſe; he 
was generous and compaſſionate z and changing my 
ſentence of death into that of baniſhment, he fur— 
niſhed me with ſupport, at the hazard of his own 
life; he treated me alſo with the greateſt humanity. 
His heart acknowledged my innocence, whilit more 
enlightened men perlecuted me.“ 

Kaſſera, as ſoon as Ravia had pronounced their 
ſentences, ordered Dabdin to be deprived of lite by 
a violent blow of his own Dabour ; and Caradin te 
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be conducted into the deſert. The title of Prince 
was beſtowed on the chief of the eunuchs; and an 
order of knighthood was created in honour of his hu- 
manity, on the badge of which was written theſe 
words: fir the beneficent man. He inhabited the 
royal palace, and enjoyed, till the laſt moment of 
his exiſtence, the eſteem and affection of the King 
and Queen, and the reſpect of the people. As ſoon 
is theſe affairs were tranſacted, Kaſſera celebrated 
his marriage with the amiable Ravia; and to make 
the people rejoice ſtill more at the happineſs of their 
{,vcreign, the taxes were leſſened, and charitable 
donations diſtributed all over Perſia. Not long af- 
ter, news arrived at court, that Caradin had fallen 


a prey to wild beaits. 
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The Hiſtory of BAZMAN. 


Thas ſovereign, who was too much addicted to 
the pleaſures of the table, was one day yielding to 
immoderate tranſports of joy at a ſumptuous feſtival, 
when his Vizir came to acquaint him that the enemy 


were approaching towards his capital. "The 

Have I not,” replied the King, “ brave gene- by 
rals, and numerous armies? Let every neceſſary 15 
preparation be made, but do not diſturb my plea- 15 
ſures!” © I will obey, Sire,” anſwered the Vi- 
zir; © but remember, that the Almighty diſpoſes of i 
thrones, and that if you do not implore his aſſiſtance, i 
your power and riches cannot avail.” Bazman paid 7 


no attention to this wiſe counſel, and ſleeping, as 
uſual, in the arms of voluptuouſneſs, was in the 
morning compelled to fly; for, in ſpite of the num- 
ber and bravery of his ſoldiers, the enemy had gained | I 
polleſſion of the city. 

The fugitive King eſcaped ſafe to the dominions 
of his father-in-law, who inſtantly raiſed a large ar- 
my, With which the monarch advanced, full of the 
hopes of regaining his kingdom, and hurling down 
vengeance on the heads of his enemies. But he was 
deceived ; for fortune again favoured the uſurper ; 4 
his army was repulſed, with great {laughter, and he 7 
himſelf would have ſhared the general fate, but for 
the ſwiftneſs and vigour of his horſe; who, when 
purſued by the conquerors, eroſſed an arm of the ſea, 
which oppoſed his paſſage, and conveyed his maſter 
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ſafe to the oppoſite ſhore : not a ſingle one of the 
enemy dared to follow his example. 

Not far from the ſhore was ſituated a fortified city, 
named Keraflin, which was then under the domi- 
nion of King Abadid. Bazman rode towards it; 
and begged the inhabitants to afford him an aſylum 


in the hoſpital that was appropriated for the uſe of 


poor ſtrangers. They informed him, that the King 
reſided in Medinet-Tlahid, the capital of the king- 
dom; and they adviſed him at the ſame time to ſeek 
for ſnccqur there. Bazman followed their advice, 
and ſoon reached Medinet-Ilahid; immediately after 
his arrival, he begged to be admitted into the pre- 
ſence of the ſovercign. His appearance prepoſſeſſed 
the monarch in his favour; and he queitioned him 
concerning his ſtation in life, his country, and the 
motives which had conducted him into his kingdom. 

« T had the honour to be a principal officer in the 
King Bazman's army,” replied the diſguiſed mo- 
narch; © and fearing that this unfortunate Prince 
has fallen in the late battle, I come to offer my ſer- 
vices to you; as my attachment to my ſovereign, as 
well as my honour, prevent me from ſeeking par- 
don or protection from the baſe uſurper of my royal 
maſter's dominions.” 

Abadid was a wile and prudent Prince; and Baz- 
man's behaviour pleaſing him, he immediately con- 
ſerred upon him the rank of a general officer. Baz- 
man would have been proud of obtaining, ſo ſoon, 
this high poſt, could he have baniſhed from his mind 
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the remembrance of his paſt glory, and the ſenſe of 
his preſent humiliation. 

A neighbouring power, ſoon after this incident, 
threatened Abadid's dominions with an invaſion: 
this prudent ſovereign no ſooner received intimation 
of the event, than he put himſelf on his guard, and 
took every neceſſary precaution to repulſe the ene- 
my; and when he was certain that they were really 
in motion, he flew to arms, and heading a powerful 
army, went forth to meet them: Bazman command- 
ed one wing. They ſoon fell in with the enemy, 
and a deſperate engagement enſued; Abadid and 
Bazman behaved like brave and experienced gene- 
rels; and by their intrepidity and valour entirely de- 
feated the enemy's troops, which were greatly ſupe- 
rior to theirs in number, Bazman extolled the pro- 
digious courage and wiſe conduct of Abadid to the 
clouds. Sire, ſaid he, © with an army, diſcip- 
lined like yours, and with ſu wife a general as 
yourſelf at their head, you might caſily conquer the 
moſt formidable nations, and render yourſelf maſter 
of the Eait.” ** You deccive yourſelf,” anſwered 
calmly the wiſe monarch ; “ tor without the aſſiſt- 
ance of the Almighty, I ſhould not be able to reſiſt 
the ſmalleſt atom in the creation; it is our confi- 
dence in Him, that enables us to employ our force 
and wiſdom to advantage; and if I had not confided 
in His help, I ſhould not have been infpired with 
ſuch courage, and ſhould molt aſſuredly have been 
vanquiſhed.” I believe that you are in the right, 
anſwered Bzzman ; „ and indeed the misfortunes I 
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have myſelf experienced, are proofs of it. Prudence 
has,” purſued he, “ hitherto made me conceal my 
name and misfortunes from you; but the knowledge 
of your virtues and wiſdom renders this concealment 
now unneceſſary, and I no longer heſitate to tell 
you, that you ſee before you the unhappy Bazman, 
who loſt his throne by relying on his own ſtrength.” 
This diſcovery aſtoniſhed Abadid; but when he 
had recovered a little, he apologized to the monarch 
for the reception which he had given him. How 
was it poſſible, interrupted the fugitive Prince, 
« that you ſhould have known me, when ſhame 
compelled me to ſilence? and how could you read 
on my forehead the character of royalty, when it 
had been effaccd by eternal juſtice.” He then, after 
embracing him, related the untortunate circumſtances 
which had reduced him to his preſent ſituation. 
Abadid, after having liſtened io him with the 
greateſt attention, exclaimed, “ my dear brother! 
ceaſe to humble yourſelf before a man brought up 
in the ſame principles, and corrected by a chain of 
misfortunes ſimilar to your own: I was once, my 
friend, as imprudent as yourſelf; I coniided entirely 
in my own ſtrength and abilities; which confidence 
cauſed me to be defeated in a battle, at the head of a 
numerous army, by a handful of rebels. I was 
Cbliged to fly, and took refuge, wich about fifty 
men, who were determined not to fortake their ſo— 
vercign, in a dreary mountain. There I providen- 
tially met with a derviſe, who was ſecluded from the 
world; had devoted himſelf to the worſhip of the 
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Almighty, and to the contemplation of his works, 
He led me to trace the cauſe of my misfortunes, 
and informed me that my enemy had truſted in 
God; and that his confidence in his power had en- 
abled him to conquer ; whilſt I, who relied only on 
the force of my own arm, and the number of my 
ſoldiers, was ſhamefully compelled to fly for my 
life. Confde,” continued he, “ henceforward in 
Him who rules every thing here below ; and if his 
arm protects you, even leſs than fifty men will be 
ſufficient to regain your loſt dominions!” This diſ- 
courſe made a lively impreſſion on me; I raiſed my 
eyes towards Heaven, and filled with a holy confi- 
dence, I turned towards my capital. My enemy 
was inebriated with his unexpected proſperity, and, 
in the boſom of pleaſure, he had quite forgotten the 
wile principles to which he owed his triumph; he 
believed that his power was ſecure, and neglected 
to keep up thg army which he had eſtabliſhed, to 
protect the !ingdom that he had :aviſhed from its 
lawful ſovereign. I arrived in the evening, and 
immediately with my feeble eſcort, winch curioſity 
had greatiy enlarged, went to the palace; and I 
had no ſooner cntered it, than the croud which ac- 
companied me was increaſed to a cone able ar- 
my; the uſurper, who was loſt in lot and debau- 
chery, had ſcarcely time to eſcape from the danger 
which threatened him ; his confederates laid down 
their arms immediately at my feet, and the next 
morning I was ſeated peaceably on my throne 


S 
again.“ 
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The account of Abadid's adventures completed the 
change in Bazman's mind, which his conduct and 
advice had begun. “ You have inſpired me, ſaid 
he, with the ſame confidence with which you were 
animated ; I will henceforth confide only in God 
and his holy Prophet ; for I now feel that they alone 
are able to reſtore me my loſt crown. I am deter- 
mined to follow your example, and to repair in- 
ſtantly to my kingdom.” He then took leave of 
Abadid, and entered a deſert, which he was obliged 
to croſs, before he could reach his dominions ; and, 
guided by the Being whom he now put his truſt in, 
and whole aſſiſtance he inceſſantly implored, he ar- 
rived ſafe on the ſummit of an immenſe mountain, and 
being overcome by fatigue, he fell into a profound 
ſleep, during which the following viſion appeared to 
him : 

He heard a heavenly voice, that ſaid to him, 
« Pazman, the Almighty accepteth thy penitence, 
and will grant thy prayer ; advance fearleſsly to- 
wards thy kingdom, for thou ſhalt be victorious !* 
The Prince, when he awoke, believed that he had 
been addreſſed by his guardian angel, and haſtened 
with accelerated ſteps towards the metropolis of his 
dominions. He had ſcarcely reached the frontiers, 
when he met a party of his officers, who reſided in 
tents, in order that they might, when any favourable 
occaſion offered, eſcape fror the oppretlions of the 
uſurper. Bazman, without making himſelf known, 
informed them, that he was travelling to the metro- 
polis. They warned him that his journey might be 
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attended with dangerous conſequences, and tried to 
perſuade him from his purpoſe, by acquainting htm, 
that ſuſpicion and dread lurked around the throne 
and that the tyrant, thinking every ſtranger who ap- 
proached the capital was an emiſſary from Bazman, 
had them all beheaded, without diſtinction. © His 
conduct, then, makes his ſubjects regret their law- 
ful King?“ aſked Bazman. © Ah!” “ replied they, 
would to Heaven that our worthy monarch was here! 
he would find a ſure aſylum in the hearts of his ſub- 
jects, and millions of ſwords would ſtart from their 
ſcabbards to avenge his wrongs! The monſter who 
dethroned him, confiding in his power, ſacrifices 
every thing to the gratification of his inordinate de- 
fires, and diſſipates the {lighteſt alarm with the point 
of the ſword.” *© He is wrong,” replied Bazman, 
« to truit to his army; the only true ſupport of 
even Kings comes from above; but as for myſelf, 
being conſcious that no evil deſign draws me here, 
but a with to obſerve the manners of different na- 
tions, and acquire wiſdom, I will truſt in the Al- 
mighty, and purſue my way.“ We conjure you 
not to perſiſt in your reſolution,” replied theſe good 
people, with great earneſtneſs; “ ior if you do, 
you will certainly periſh. Beſides, as you are ſuch 
a good Muilulman, wait paticntly till the vengeance 
of the Eternal has fallen on the tyrant ; the moment 
is ſurely not diſtant ; for the meaſure of his crimes 18 
filled, and if indignant man does not riſe up againſt, 
him, the pillars of his own palace will fall and cruſh 


him. {his diſcourſe reviving Bazman's hopes, 
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e threw off his diſguiſe, and declared himſelf to be 
hor much-wilhed-for monarch. At this diſcove- 
„, theſe faithful men threw themſelves at his feet, 
and kifled the hand of their King, bathing it with 
their tears. 

The ollicers divided themſelves into two parties; 
one of which attended the King during his march, 
ind the other diſperſcd itſelf through the neighbour- 
hood, to announce the happy tidings of their rightful 
ſovereign's return, and prepare the people to ſupport 
his cauſe. In a ſhort time, a formidable army was 
allembled, and ready to march to the metropolis, 


* 
where the tyrant was caſily ſubdued, and Bazman 
regained his crown, amidlt the univerſal acclamations 
0! his happy ſubjects. 
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The Hiſtory of BAHARKAN\ 


BaHARKAN was a moſt intemperate Prince; 
he ſacrificed every thing to his paſſions; and in or- 
der to ſatisfy them, he ruſhed into the moſt extrava- 
gant exceſſes. He never pardoned the ſlighteſt ap- 
pearance of a crime; thus involuntary faults received 
the ſame puniſhment as the moſt enormous vices. 
As this Prince was one day hunting, the arrow of 
one of his officers ſlipped from the bow, through 
neglect, and ſhot off his right ear. Baharkan, in 
his rage, ordered the officer to be immediately be- 
headed in his preſence. The poor, unhappy young 
man, when he heard his ſentence of death pronounc- 
ed, ventured to addreſs the angry monarch in theſe 
words : 

« Sire, I proteſt that the unfortunate action 1 
have committed, was not premeditated; the fatal 
arrow was directed by my malignant ſtars; J rely 
on your clemency, and implore your pardon. Such 
an action would be meritorious in the eyes of God, 
and ſublime in thoſe of men. In the name of that 
celeſtial power which placed the crown on your roy- 
al brows, I beſeech your Majeſty to pardon me!“ 
This affecting, carneſt intreaty ſoftened Baharkan's 
heart, and, to the ſurpriſe of all preſent, he, for 
the firſt time, forgave an offence, though he himſelf 
ſuffered from 1t. 

This young man, whoſe name was Tirkan, was 
a Prince, in diſguiſe, and had eſcaped from his ſa- 
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ther's court, to avoid incurring the effects of his re- 
ſentment, raiſed by a juvenile indiſeretion the youth 
had bcen guilty of; he had wandered for ſome time 
incognito from kingdom to kingdom, and at laſt 
ſettled in Baharkan's court, where he had obtained a 
commiſſion in the army. 

A few months after this event, his father, having 
diſcovered the place of his retreat, tranſmitted his 
pardon to him, and earneſtly entreated him to return 
home; this letter was written in ſuch tender, affec- 
tionate terms, that Tirkan, believing them ſincere, 
ſet out inſtantly for his father's dominions. The re- 
ception he received did not diſappoint the hopes 
which the letter had raiſed ; for his father received 
him with great joy, and re-eſtabliſhed him in all his 
rights. 

In the mean time, Baharkan wiſhing one day to 
amuſe himſelf, by fithing for pearls, ordered a veſſel 
to be equiped for the purpoſe; and entered it, in- 
tending to fail along the coaſt in ſearch of the oyſ- 
ters. A ſudden guſt of wind, however, drove the 
ſſup into the open fea; the mariners endeayoured, 
in vain, to regain the harbour, but the wind, which 
was now increaſed to a hurricane, baffled all their 
attempts, and after it had been thrown about ſome 
time at the mercy of the furious waves, it was ſoon 
deprived of its ſails and maſts, and driven againſt the 
rocks, where it was wrecked on a ſtrange coaſt. 
The whole crew periſhed, excepting Baharkan, 
who ſaved himſelf by clinging to a plank he fortu- 
nately met with. He was thrown on the ſhore of 
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the kingdom which was governed by the father ot 


the Prince who had ſhot off his car. The night 
was coming on, when Baharkan reached the coaſt ; 

ke wanted neither courage nor vigour, and immedi. 
ately directed his ſteps towards a large city, which 
lie di ſcerned at a diſtance; when he reached it, he 
found the gates ſhut, and being obliged io ſeek for 
thelter in the ſuburbs, he difcovered a church-yard; 


he entercd it, and ſeeing the door of a tomb open, 


he went into it, and pailed che night there. At the 
peep of dawn, the gates of the city were opened; 
and the firſt perſon who patled through them, found 
a man lying near them, who had been lately aſſafſli- 
nated ; as the man was conjecturing who could have 
been guilty of this crime, Baharkan came out of the 
church- yard. The fight of a ſtranger raifed diſad- 
vantageous doubts, which ſome blood that he per- 
ceived on his clothes confirmed; for in ſtruggling 
the preceding evening to gain the ſhore, Baharkan 
had wounded himſelf ; this circumſtance convincing 
the ſpectators in the idea of his guilt, he was dragged 
to priſon, amidſt the ſthouts and inſults of the po- 
pulace. 


One day, as he was walking in the court- yard of 


his priſon, he began ſeriouſly to reflect on his paſt 
conduct, and could not help acknowledging that 
this misfortune was a juſt puniſhment for it.“ Hea- 
ven chaſtizeth thee, Baharkan!” exclaimed he.— 
Thou halt been cruel, vindictive, and inexorable; 
the dictates of humanity were almoſt extinct in thy 
boſom; and thou haſt often raſhly ſacrificed thy 
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ſellow-ereatures on the moſt trifling ſuſpicion.— 
Thou art now reduced to the ſtate of the molt deſpi- 


19 cable wretch, and thou meriteſt thy fate.” As he 
: 3 was meditating on the juſtice which had overtaken 
þ um, he careleſsly took up a ſtone, and threw it at 
A | a vulture that was hovering in the air, at a little dif- 
: # tance; he milled his aim; but the ſtone had been 
| i thrown with ſuch force, that in falling, it hit Prince 
| 8 '[irkan on the ear, and wounded it ſeverely. The 
; pain of this ſudden blow extorted a Piercing cry from 
che Prince, which atſemblingall the courtiers around 
f m, a ſurgeon was immediately ſent for to dreſs this 
V 5 | ap 9s Wound 
. 9 The King, his father, ordered diligent ſearch 
0 be made to diſcover the perſon who had thrown 
N the ſtone; and Baharkan being accuſed by his com- 
. anions, was inſtantly conducted before the King. 
g The monarch, irritated at his offence, and firmly 
R believing that he was an ailaſlin, ordered him to be 
5 bencaded in his preſence. The executioner had al- 
; ready drawn the avenging ſword from its ſcabbard, 


and taken off the turban that covered Baharkan's 
Head, when the Sultan, ſurpriſed at ſeeing him with 
only one car, ſuſpended for a moment the impend- 
ngitroke, by addreſſing him in theſe words: This 
is not thy Grit oitence, then; for what crime, con- 
nued he, wait thou deprived of thy right ear?“ 
Baharkan, who had become a man t7tnce his mis- 
rtuncs, replied, with firmneſs, “ Sire, if I have 
commited crimes, I am only accountable to Hea» 
n for them; and it would be impious for human 
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laws to inflict any puniſhment on me, I am your 
equal, (a King;) and the car I want, was carried 
off by an arrow, ſhot accidentally from the bow of 
one of my officers, named Tirkan. I was at firſt 
led by the anger this accident occaſioned, to con- 
demn him to death; but he craved my pardon ſo 
pathetically, that J pitied him, and granted it.— 
Tirkan, without giving him time to conclude, flew 
into his arms, and recognized at the fame time his 
former lord and benefactor. When the young 
Prince had given way to the firſt effuſions of grati- 
tude and joy, he inquired what misfortune had re- 
duced the King to his preſent humiliating ſituation? 
Tirkan, after being informed of the accident which, 
had cauſed their meeting, recounted to his father 
how indulgent Baharkan had been to him, though 
ignorant of his rank. The monarch liſtencd to theſe 
relations with extreme ſurpriſe, and after embracing 
the unfortunate King, thus addreſſed him: „ IIea— 
ven has recompenſed your indulgence to my fon, by 
ſnatching you from the jaws of inevitable death.“ 
Baharkan continued ſome time in the dominions of 
Tirkan's father, where he was treated with the 
greateſt reſpect and attention; and when he exprels- 
ed a wilh to depart, the monarch equipped a flect 
for hun ; and he returned into his dominions, at the 
head of an army of fifty thouſand men, commanded 
by Prince Tirkan. 


SEQUEL TO TU 
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The Hiſtory of ABALTAMANT, the prudent Man. 


5 Turnp once lived a man in Egypt, named Abal- 


tamant, who was prudent, modeſt, and wile, 
th-ugh extremely rich. The country which he in- 
ha bited becoming ſubject to the adminiſtration of a 
deſpotic Prince, the citizens fought to preſerve their 
lives and property, by emigrating to the dominions 
of more merciiul monarchs. Abaltamant determined 
to follow their example ; and, after taking proper 
precautions to ſecure his fortune, he took refuge 
with his family in Olenza's dominions, whoſe cha- 
racter he preferred to that of any neighbouring 
King. 

Loaded with ſome valuable preſents, he begged to 
be admitted into the preſence of his new maſter ; 
and when he had obtained an audience, the monarch, 
who was naturally fond of ſtrangers, gave him a 
portion of Jand to buiid a houſe on, and threw a 
beautiful cloak over his ſhoulders. 

Abaltamant built a palace ſuitable to his ſituation 
in life; lived nobly, and kept an open houſe for all 
ſtrangers. In ſhort, he conducted himſelf in ſuch 
a manner, as to gain the general love and eſteem ; 
and even the monarch conceived ſuch a regard for 
him, as to offer him a very honourable place at 
court, 

« Sire,” anſwered Abaltamant, when this offer 
was propoſed to him, “ this proof of your confidence 
conters unmerited honour on your ſlave; it pene- 
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trates him with gratitude, but ſtill if my ſovereign 
will permit me to follow my inclinations, and wil! 
vouchſafe to continue to me his eſteem and protec- 
tion, I will end my life in the repoſe I have ever 
ſought after, far from the noiſe and grandeur of + 
court. I am free from ambition, and my judge— 
ment unbialled by that dangerous paſſion, enables 
me to foreſee that your Majeſty's favour would no 
ſooner cover me with its ſhadow, than a thouſand 
envious courtiers would endeavour to deprive me of 
your protection; and without having in the leaſt me- 
rited it, they might attribute crimes to me, which 
would ſoon make me to forſcit your eſteem.” © Dif. 
miſs your fears on that account,” interrupted Olen- 
Za; © I am pericctly acquainted with the hearts of 
courtiers, and am always on my guard againſt their 
intrigues and artifices : ſacrifice your peaceſul, quiet 
lite, for the good of my throne and people, and [ 
will infure you from all danger.“ 

Abaltamant was prevailed on by theſe proteſta- 
tions to accept of the monarch's offer; and his pru- 
dent conduct, and wile counſel, attached the King 
ſo much to him, that he fcon made him his princi- 
pat Vizir. The moſt important aftairs were in— 
truſted to him, and his colleagues appeared ſo infe- 
rior to him, that they quickly became jcalous of his 
viſible ſuperioriry. I hey united themſelves in cloſe 
amity to conſpire his ruin; and as they thought they 
{hpuld not ſucceed by calumniating him, they de 


— 


termined to try a more dangerous method. 
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The monarch's greateſt fault was an immoderate 
fſondneſs for the fair ſex, and even the ſight of a fine 
„ yoman was ſufficient to inſpire him with a violent 
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er paſſion, which he inſtantly ſought to gratify. 
a Fe One of the Vizirs introduced at the court a paint- 


3 1 cr, who poſſeſſed a collection of portraits of all the 


s calcbrated beautics in- Aſia; the King fell into the 
0 | ſnare they had laid for him, by immediately ſending 
9 4 {or the painter. : : 
f 4 Amongſt all the beautiful pictures, the portrait of 
- W_- young Princeſs molt {truck him; ſhe was, indeed, 
1 = ſuperlatively handſome, that ſhe outſhone all the 


- MW ict. The King inquired what was the name of this 


I: Princeſs : and when the painter bad informed him, 
. = ; : k . . 
be added, that his pencil had only faintly copied 


I 
r F charms which exceeded all deſcription. ©** The 
F King, her father,” added he, © glories more in his 
15 daughter than in his crown ; he is indeed fo vain of 


her, that he treats every propoſal to obtain her hand 
as an infult ; and he has ordered many ambaſſadors 


WW to be put to death, for having dared to ſolicit the | 
Peinceſs in marriage for their maſters. The heads | 


ol theſe ambaſſadors are placed over the gates of the 


capital, and this ſpeQacle intimidates the emiſſaries, 
| winch are ſent from the farthermoſt corners of the 
& curth, from making the ſame attempt.“ 

| 


| The painter's account, far from calming the paſ- 
on which the portrait had raiſed in the monarch's 
breaſt, only augmented it, and excited his curioſity, 
It lie had been leſs attached to his people, he would 1 
have vitited her father's kingdom himſelf ; but fear- 

Vor. II. 8 
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mg that ſome revolt might take place in his abſence, 
he determined to try whether he could find ſoine one 
amongſt his courtiers willing to undertake this ha- 
zardous adventure. 

They all excuſed themſclves, carefully concealing 
their fear, under the pretence of not being equal to 
the undertaking. The Vizirs allo excuſed them. 
ſelves, ſaying, © every man muſt feel himſelf happy 
to riſk his life for his fovereign ; but if he ſhould 
miſcarry, you would yourſelf experience an affront 
in the perſon of your miniſter ; and the remoteneſs 
of the kingdom will be an inſupcrable bar to your 
vengeance. I eam certain, reſumed the King, 
„that Abaltamant would not only fave his own life 
and my glory, but allo gain me the Princeſs.““ 
replicd they,“ Abaltamant's life is as precious to us 
as it is to your Majeſty and ſubjects : he is the light of 
bur Councils, and we ſhould feel his loſs very ſenſibly. 
Still we cannot help acknowledging every thing is to 
be expected from his great abilities; they diſarm en- 
vy itſelf; and we who love him, muſt do him jul- 
tice, by confeiling that perſuaſion drops from his 
lips, and that the power which he gains over men's 
minds proceeds from the ſuperiority of his argu— 
ments, and not from any ſeducing art, addreſſed to 
the ſenſes. We conclude, therefore, Sire, that the 
ſovereign of Cochin china, whoſe dau ghter you will 
to eſpouſe, will be equally ſenſible to the power of 
his eloquence, efpecially when it dwells on the 
praiſes of lo great a Prince as your Majeſty.” 

This art! ful diſcourſe made Olenza determine to 


charge Abaltamant with this dangerous commiilion. 


e * 
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This wiſe favourite perceived that the Vizirs had 


ea dæiſed this ſtep; and though he eaſily penetrated 
j into their motives, yet feeling himſelf honoured by 
bo this new mark of confidence from his beloved ſove- 

Y reign, he inſtantly promiſed to exert all his powers 


to procure the Princeſs, and ſave himſelf from the 
tragic fate of the former a ambaſſadors. 

Preparations were immediately made for his de- 
parture; and he took care that every thing in his 
equipage ſhould be ſuch as to announce the opu- 
lence and gran leur of the ſovereign he vas to repre-— 
ſent: he ſet out, accompanied by a numerous army, 

which he made the ſtricteſt diſcipline be obſerved 
during the journey. 

As ſoon as he entered the kingdom of Cochin» 
china, he redoubled his precautions, to prevent his 
!oldicrs from committing any depredations; and he 
endeavoured to conciliate the eſteem of the 1nhabi- 
tants, by diſtributing preſents to the opulent, and 
2\ms to the poor; ads Ting himſelf conſtantly in 
thi wile man! ers he reached the capital, where his 
lame had arrived bctore him. 


4 F 


At his hlt audience with the King, he delivered a 
clter from his royal maſter, and begged the mo- 
nare::s acceptance oi the ſuperb preſents which he 
had in charge. He was received in the moſt flat- 
120 manner, and atter being clothed in a magni- 
cent robe, was conducted to the palace deſtined for 
hum and his train. He was then informed that he 
muſt return to the royal palace in three days, tO re- 
ceive the King's ankwer. 
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The 'rumour of this new embaſſy reached the 
Princeſs's ears, before her father had received the 
letter ; but immediately after the audience was over, 
he went to her, and acquainted her that he felt in- 
clined to enter into a ferious examination of the 
propoſal with which the Ambaſſador was charged. 

Sire, replied the Princeſs, “ permit me to 
have a private audience with this ſtranger, for in ge- 
neral one may form a juſt opinton of a Prince's cha- 
racter, by the choice he makes of his miniſters. — 
Common fame ſpeaks highly of Abaltamant ; you 
yourſelf appear pleaſed with him; I, therefore wiſh 
to enter into a more minute examination of his 
conduct, to know whether his private ſentiments 
are as worthy of praiſe as his public tranſactions: I 
will undertake to try him.” This reaſonable requeſt 
was granted. 

The three days being elapſed, Abaltamant ap- 
peared again at the King's court; after the cuſtom— 
ary ceremonies had paſſed, he was ſurpriſed at being 
informed by the King, that his daughter withed to 
ſpeak with him. The chief of the eunuchs conduct- 
ed him to the Princeſs's apartment; and though the 
diſtance was not great, yet this wife miniſter em- 
ployed the time in reflecting how he ſhould act ; he 
recalled to mind the precepts of the Egyptian Sage, 
whoſe pupil he had once been ; they are as follow : 
« He who cliſes his eyelids need nos fear leſing his faght. 
He whoa reins in his tongue, will conimit ns mdifcre- 
lion; and he who keeps his hands acroſs his breaſt, 
will not run the riſk of having them cut off.” 
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Scarcely had he finiſhed recollecting theſe pre- 
cepts, when he found himſelf in the Princeſs's pre- 
ſence, She received him without a veil, dreſſed with 
great ſimplicity ; ſhe was ſurrounded by attendants 
of her own ſex, whoſe beauty, though it was greatly 
ſuperior to that of the generality of women, was 
perfectly eclipſed by the Princeſs. The Amballa- 
dor, with his arms ſolded acroſs his breaſt, and his 
eyes thrown reſpectfully on the ground, approached 
the Princeſs, and made her a profound nbeifance. 
She defied him to be ſeated; he obeyed, and placed 
himnlelf on a ſofa at a reſpectful diſtance: the young 
beauty then ſpoke to him in the following terms: 

« What is the purport of your embally to my 
father? © The King, my maſter, Madam, aſ- 
pires to the honour of obtaining your hand; and the 
happineſs of his future life depends on the ſucceſs of 
my embaſſy. "The Princeſs threw down-her eyes; 
and after reflecting a few moments, ordered her at- 


tendants to place before the Ambaſſador, the brilli- 


ant jewels which ſhe meant to preſent to him. As 
Abalamant ſurveyed them, the Princeſs obſerved 
him with the greateſt attention, in order to pene- 
trate into the effect which the diſplay of ſo much 
magnificence had on him; for a baſe, ſervile foul 
betrays itſelf by a ſingle glance of the eye to an at- 
tenive obſerver. She had tried the ſame experi- 
ment wich all the other Ambaſſadors who had ſought 
her alliance, and they had all been dazzled by the 
ſplendid bait; and accepted of them with the great- 
cit eagernels. 
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« T am overcome by the gratitude with which thi 
honour of your favour inſpires me,” anſwered Abat. 
tamant; © but my ambition riſes {till higher; for! 
aſpire to the attainment of a greater treaſure for the 
King my maſter; and if I am difappointed in that, 
I cannot, in honour, accept of your noble gifts, — 
xi our heart, and hand, Madam, are the only ob- 


jects of my withes, and the happincſs f Olenza, 1 
Den, O Princeſs! to honour my commiſſion | 
ith a favourable anſwer, and wy fclicity will be | 
; Ns.” | 
This reſpegful and wile anſwer enchanted the 
Princeſs, “ If you obtain ti 7 ſathet's conf M, 


laid fie, ©.1 will not oppoſe his commands z let this 
avowal ſatisſy you.” Abaltamant could icarcely 
contain the rapture which this fayourable anſwer in- 


fuſcd into his mind; and retired from her preſence, 
with his heart filled with the moſt lively joy. 

When the King came in the eveninz to viſit his 
daughter, ſhe thus addreſſed Ty "y Sire, Ve are 


at length conquered ; you with to give me a con— 
ſort who could make me happy, and Olenza mot 
aſſuredly is the Prince deſtined to accompliſh your 
wiſhes, A ſovereign, devoid of merit, could not 
have attached ſuch a miniſter as Abaltamant ; a fool- 

iſn Prince would have felt jealous of his ſuperiority, 
and would not have granted him his- confidence.“ — 


Fg door rw Ape wan. 


This avowal of the Princeſs determined the King to 
chooſe Olenza for his fon ; but before he made his 
intentions known, he withed to have another inter- 
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deu with the Ambailador, and invited him to his 
palace. 
| When Abaltamant appeared, the King queſtion- 
ed him concerning the effect his daughter's beauty 
had produced on him. Sire,” replied the pru— 


| 


Gent 


miniſter, © I did not come to your Majeſty's 
eout to view the perſon of the Princels, whoſ: hand 
I was commiſſioned to ſolicit. The King, my 
maſter, who obtain: a knowledge of the charms of 
your daughter, from the painters and poets who 
ye celebrated her charms, did not require me to 
(fe tuy eyes to the object of his 1e. When the 
Princeſs did me the honour to admit me into her 
preſence, I did not forget the reſpect that the daugh- 
ter of a great King, and the future conſort of my 
ſovereign, claimed of me; I recollected the maxims 
of the wiſe Abalazon, if thau laokeſt fleadſaſtly on the 
ſun, the fierceneſs of its rays wil! melt the cryſtal of thy 
eyes.” „„ But,” replied the King, *© the offered 
you preſents; why did you not accept them?“ — 
# „Sire, I could not, in honour, accept oi them, 
{4 i!) I had ſucceeded in my embaſſy; your Majeſty's 
| anſwer will diate ray conduct; and if it ſhould be 
opitious to my maiter's wiſhes, I fhall not think 


F 

þ myſelf unworthy of the benefits which have been of- 
14 fered to me with ſo much grace and goodneſs.“ — 
* b 8 

4 [ have hitherto,” anſwered the monarch, “re- 
1 ied, with diſdain, many crowned heads the trea- 
| ure which you will deprive me of; for all the Am- 
01S they {ont were prefutnptuous men, deputed 
4 ther tools or madmen, who truſted too confi- 
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dently in their riches and grandeur, Theſe Ambal-. 
ſadors not only gave proofs of their avarice and 
meanneſs, by eagerly accepting of the offered gifts, 
hut they dared to raiſe their eyes upon my daughter; 
ard their temerity fo enraged me, that, to prevent 
{mitar propoſals, J publiſhed an edict, declaring, 
that all thoſe who ſhould come to ſolicit the hand of 
may daughter, to unite her to men who were fo weak 
as to ſend repreſentatives, whoſe preſumption, ava- 
ieee, and baſenels required chajtizement, ſhould 
Lſe their heads, The chore that your ſovereign 
has niade of you, evinces fo evidently his wildon 
adi capacity, that were I to tust tis offcis, I 
mould be an enemy to my daughter's happineſs; | 
therefore confide her to your care; conduct her 10 
her royal conſort. And, Abaltamant,“ continued he, 
receive this collar of emeralds, which I beg you to 
wear for my ſake, in token of the eſteem which your 
wiſe and prudent conduct has inſpired. And now, 
may the holy Prophet guard your ſteps.” 

The King then ordered an eſcort to be choſen 
from his guards to accompany the Princeſs ; and ſhe 
foon after left her father's kingdom, under the guar- 
dianſhip of the wile Abaltamant. 

After his return, the happy miniſter was more 
than ever confided in; he partook of both the King 
and Queen's confidence, who, attached to each 
other by the moſt tender and ardent love, beheld 
every object with the ſame eyes, and vied with each 
other to teſtify their regard to this amiable Vizir. 
The whole nation believed Abaltamant ſecure from 
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every ſtorm; but nevertheleſs, it was growling at a, 
diſtance; for the moſt aſſured aſylum is often ſur- 
rounded with dangers. 

Jealouſy is the inſeparable companion of love; 
and Olenza's heart was ſo framed, that either of 
theſe paſſions were equally fatal to his repoſe. The 
Vizirs, whoſe hatred was the more dangerous, be- 
caufe it was concealed by the poiſon of flattery, had 
corrupted two of the Kiag's Pages, with an intent, 
to bring on their rival's ruin. Theſe children had, 
been brought up in the interior apartments of the 
palace, and the King was ſo accuſtomed to their 
prattle, that he permitted them to be continually. 
about his perſon, even when he was employed, and 
when he went to ſeek for repoſe after dinner; he 
was indeed fo fond of their innocent tricks, that. 
their gambols never incommoded him. The Vizirs 
began their ſcheme, by relating an intrigue to them 
which had happened in the palace; this they taught. 
he children; and deſired them the next time the 
ing appeared to liſten to them with pleaſure, to 
tell it to each other. When the plan was well di- 
gelled, and the Pages were perfect in their leſſons, 
they went, as uſual, into the King's apartment, and 
Pot it into execution. 

When their chat began to intereſt the King, 
he pretended to fall afleep, and liſtened with 
great attention to the adventure of one of his 
old attendants, who had made an aſſignation with 
a beautiful young ſlave; but in the morning he 
und that he had paſſed the night with an ugly old 
8 5 
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woman ; this trick had been played him by ſome 
young people, who enjoyed a hearty laugh at his 
expenſe, when he diſcovercd his miſtake. This 
trick did not diſpleaſe the monarch ; he thought that 
folly ſhould he cured by ridicule. 

The King had been ſo amuſed by the children's 
hiſtory, that he was quite diſappointed the next day, 
when they had nothing intereſting to relate. The 
eldeſt of the Pages perceived that the King expected 
to have heard ſome amuſing ſtory, and begged the 
principal Vizir to teach them ſome tale; “ for I 
could eaſily perceive,” faid he, © that the King had 
a mind to liſten to us, and that he was diſappointed, 
when we talked about indifferent things.” © Well,” 
anſwered the Vizir, © I will grant your requeſt, 
and teach you a hiſtory which has juſt happened. 
The ancient miniſter has loſt a valuable diamond; I 
know that the iflave Abdilla has ſtolen it, and in this 
manner you muſt inform his Majeſty of it: your 
companion muſt att you, Whether you can gueſs 
who has {tolen the diamond; and you mult anſwer, 
4 Oh! certainly, it muſt be lla, for he makes 
a greater noiſe about finding it than au one elſe,” 
The Pages were Gn with having icarned this 
narrative; and the next day regaied the King with 
the hiſtory of the mon. The Vizir, who had 
got his information from the Jew to whom the dia- 
mond was offered for fale, had Abdilla taken 8 that 
ſame night for the theft, lag ſent to priſon. This 
circuraſtance ſurpriſed the monarch, and gave him a 
high opinion of the diſcernment of his little Pages, 
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whoſe relations he now thought worthy his ſerious 


Us attentipn. 
lis The Vizirs perceived that this was the time to 
It . Abaltamant's ruin; they ſent, therefore, 
for the young people, and congratulated them on 
8 their having ſuc 'oceded fo well in amuſing his Ma- 
„ 0 hy ; who, they ade In now teflihed more kindneſs 
e for them than cver. If you continue to divert 
| him in this manner,” they added,“ you will ſoon 
become as rich and powerful as any in the palace; 


ecompenſe for what you have already done, 
here " a PW purſe, with ten pieces of gold in it; 


but be careful to hide it from the ſight of Abalta- 


1 mant; for he cannot endure that any one ſhould 
' | grow rich. He thinks that we ſhould faſt all the 
year long, as we do during Ramadan ; and he would 
- willingly extingnüſh the 1+4mps on holy-days, to fave 


the oil. For example, did he ever make you the 
leaſt preſent ff “ Oh! no, exclaimed the children 
ngennouſly— Never!” © Wel,“ anſwered the 


«he is a diſagreeable, avaricious man, who 


1 


7 
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Vizirs, 


we will endeavour to remove 1rom court, and ſend 
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. to be an econo:niſt at his country ſeat; to effect this, 
| we will compole a ſtory together, which you mult b 
| recite to cach other bene the King as you have 
done already; and if you tell it prettily, and our 


ſcheme ſhould fucccel, we will give you twenty 
ſuch purſes as this.“ | 

This promiſe made a lively impreſſion on the 
children; and the Vizirs took advantage of it, to 
fix in their memories the ſubſtance of their intended 
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diſcourſe ; they made them repeat it many times 
over; and the poor artleſs Pages, unconſcious of the 
crime which they were about to commit, went, in 
high ſpirits to the palace, determining to exert all 
their abilities to obtain the purſes which had been 
promiſed them. 

It happened unfortunately this afternoon, that 
Olenza was a little intoxicated when he left the ta- 
ble; he entered his apartment with his head conſuſ- 
ed with the vapours of the wine he had been too 
free with; threw himſelf on his ſofa, and fell aſleep. 
But his uneaſy ſlumbers were ſoon diſturbed by the 
prattle of theſe two pages; and hearing the name of 
Abaltamant pronounced by them, his curioſity was 
rouſed, and he became attentive. 

% The chief of the eunuchs,” ſaid one of them, 
« has promiſed me a fine embroidered belt if I am 
good: and to gain it, I will try to be as good as 
Abaltamant.“ O! Yes,” anſwered the other, 
« and when you are as good as him, you will be 
careſſed by the Queen too; for ſhe is very fond of 
Abaltamant.” * What, have you ſeen the Queen 
careſs Abaltamant ?” aſked the other, © Have I ſcen 
her! Oh! very often! As ſoon as the King goes a 
hunting, I go and place myſelf near her cloict-door, 
and then I ſee them, through the key-hole, embrac- 
ing each other ſo tenderly. I have ſcen this ever 


fince the Queen came from Cochinchina.“ Olenza's 
drain was ſtill diſturbed by his late intemperance; he 


HP! 
loved the Queen to exceſs; and when he heard this 


diſcourſe, he ſelt a furious jealtouly take pofſeſſion of 
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his mind. The artleſs manner of theſe children 


made him place the moſt implicit belief in what he 
had heard. He aroſe precipitately from his ſofa, 
and entered the apartment where he held his private 
audiences, and then he ſent for Abaltamant. | 

The favourite haſtened joyfully to his royal maſ- 
ter, and proftrated himſelf before him, in token of 
his reſpect and obedience. The ſovereign ſcarcely 
gave. him time to riſe, before he addreſſed him in 
theſe words: “ Abaltamant, what puniſhment does 
that man deſerve, who ſeduces the wiſe of his maſ- 
ter?” „The law,“ replied the miniiter, © requires 
that every man ſhould be treated as he has treated, 
his brother.” * It ought to be more explicit,” 
anſwered Olenza ; “ but what does the wretch de- 
ſerve, who violates the honour of his ſovereign ?”” 
« Such a prompt death, Sire, that there thould not 
be a moment's interval between the commiuthon of 
the crime, and its chaſliſement.” © Moniter of 
ingratitude!“ exclaimed the monarch, “ thou haſt 
pronounced thy own fentence!” As he finiſhed theſe 
words, he plunged his dagger into Abaltamant's 


heart, and then gave orders for his body to be thrown. 


Into the well, which was the ſepulchre deſtined for 
criminals. 

The manner the King had ſtarted from his fofa, 
had ſo terrified the Pages, that in flying out of the 
apartment, they had dropt the ten pieces of gold that. 
had been given them by the Vizirs. Olenza having 
glutted his vengeance, retired in a ſtate of gloomy 
deiperation into his apartment, where the firſt thing 
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that ſtruck his eyes, was the purſe that the Pa, 
had dropt; he picked it up, and called a fla. 
inquire who it belonged to. He was e 
that it had been ſeen with the young Pages, and it 
was ſuppoſed that his Majeſty had given them it. 
J never gave any gold to thoſe children,” an— 
ſwered the trembling Olenza ; „ but let them be ſent 
inſtantly to me.” 
They arrived, agitated and confuſed. © Who 


gave you this gold?“ aſked the King. The tone of 


voice which accompanied thi: queſtion fo terrified 
the poor children, that they burſt into tears, and 
ſaid, hat they had received it from the Vizirs.— 
And when they were queſtioned ſtill farther, they 
acknowledged, that the ſtory they lad told concern- 
ing Abaltamant was falſe, and tanght them by the 


Vizirs, who had promiſed them a conliderable re- 
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| tn ſuſpect that the Vizirs had made them the 
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was finiſhed, he exclaimed, in an agony cf f grief, 


and repentance, © Oh! Abaltamant, thou hadlt 
reaſon to wiſh to keep thyfe!i at a diitance from my 
court! I promiſed to hut my cars againſt all ca- 
lumny, and thou truſtedſt to me; vet thot ugh BY K* 

my word in diſregarding the inſinuations of thy +4 
vals, I permitted myſelf to be deceived by two chil- 
dten; and in an inſtant, forgetting my ee 
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and thy ſervices, became an aſſaſſin. Oh! Abalta- 
mant, molt willingly would I ſacri fice my own life 
to appeaſe the remorſe which tears my hèart; but 
though I dare not diſpoſe of my exiſtence, Which 
was given me for a nation's good, yet will I facrt- 
fice thy abominable enemies to calm thy manes!“ 
Olenza then ordered his guilty Vizirs to appear be- 
fore him. Ab, )minable, artful traitors!” ex- 
claimed he, “ did you flatter yourſelves that Heaven 
would permit the dark crime, which was concealed 
from mortals, to paſs unpuniſhed ? The man who 
185 his enemy's crave, deſerves to fall in it himſelf. 
The virt uous Abaltamant is now happy, and deli- 
1 N ſrom the cares of this world; he repoſes in 
the bzſom of the divine Prophet, but your puniſh- 
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ment will never finiſn; torment will follow upon 


torment, without intermiſſion or end; for your fouls, 
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The Hiſtory of Sullan Ht BRAIM, and his Son: 


'S HE Sultan Hebraim inherited from his anceſtors 
a vaſt and opulent kingdom, which he himſelf great- 
ly extended by the force of his victorious arms. He 
was a virtuous and wiſe Prince ; and all his enterpriſes 
being dictated by wiſdom, were crowned with ſucceſs, 
Yet this mighty monarch was not happy ; the want of 
a ſon to inherit his conqueſts and glory, preyed on his 
peace. T hough his ſeraglio was crouded with the 
moſt beautiful ſlaves the univerſe could produce, yet 
many years elapſed before his ardent deſire to become 
a father was realized. But after much vexation, 
and unavailing regret, one of his ſlaves declared her- 
ielf pregnant. 

'T his unexpected, long-wiſhed-for news filled the 
Sultan's heart with joy ; he ordered the greateſt care 
to be taken of his new favourite, loaded her with 
coſtly preſents, and created her Sultana. He order- 
ed alſo prayers to be offered up in all the moſques, 
to implore Heaven to complete his bliſs, by beſtow- 
ing on him a ſon, to inherit his extenſive domini— 
ons. His wiſhes were heard, and granted; for in 
due time the fortunate female gave birth to a Prince. 
This happy event was celebrated during forty days, 
by public feſtivals and rejoicings. 

But whilſt the people yielded to their unbounded, 
joy, the Sultan was diſturbed by his anxious deſire 
to ſecure his beloved child from every danger to 
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which ſublunary beings are ſubject. He ordered 
his aſtrologers to conſult their art, concerning the 
deſtiny of the royal infant. They obeyed, and after 
having calt his nativity, perceived that he was born 
under the influence of a malignant [tar ; the orbit of 
which, at the hour of his birth, was dark and bloody. 
This circumſtance ſoretold that the Prince was de- 
{ined to encounter many misfortunes, which he 
would either ſink under, or incur the moſt imminent 
dangers in ſurmounting. Theſe fatal omens they 
could not avoid informing the Sultan of; and when 
"os que tine them concerning the nature of the 
misfortunes that were reſerved for his ill-fatzd Prince, 
they confeſſed, that before the infant reached his ſe- 
venth year, he would be in imminent danger of be- 
ing devoured by a lion; and that if he ſhould eſcape 
that animal's fury, he would afterwards be the cauſe 
of the Sultan's' own death. He was menaced alſo 
by many other ills, which he could only eſcape by 
becoming a virtuous man, and acquiring experience. 

This dreadful prediction changed Hebraim's joy 
to ſadneſs; and the days of public rejoicing were 
changed, for him, to days of grief and melancholy, 
Hope, however, that never entirely forſakes the 
breaſt of the unfortunate, flattered kiin that wiſe and 
unremitted precautions and attention might ſecure 
his darling from the decrees of fate. He thought 
that he could eaſily guard him from the attacks of a 
lion; and that if he was educated in the ſentiments 
of religion and virtue, he would have no reaſon to 
fear that he would hecome his father's murderer. 
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it carried off alſo the waters which rain accumulated 
in it. A pleaſant garden was alſo made, which, 
by dint of culture, and attention, was ſoon in a flou- 
riſhing ſtate. 

When this little palace was furniſhed, the royal 
infant, accompanied only by his nurſe, was let down 
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laſt them a month were afterwards conveyed to them 
by the ſame means | 

At the commencement of cach moon, Hebrai. 
conſtantly viſited his falling « child ; who was laced 
in a baſket, made of ruſhes, and drawn by the Sul- 
tan's attendants up to the mouth of the cave, when. 
Hebraim always held him in his own .arms; and 


whilſt he indulged himſelf in giving way to his pa- 


ternal tenderneſs, a numerous guard was placed 
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| around him, to prevent the approach of any lion, 
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- of its nurſe, a freſh ſupply of proviſions was 
conveyed into his dwelling. 
ihe young Prince grew, and proſpered in this ſo- 
tary abode, which was now greatly embelliſhed by 
the height and luxurance of its plants, and trees, 
The fatal, predicted period now approached for in 
courſe of twenty days, the young Prince would 
ompleie the deſtined term. 

About this time, a p. my of hunters purſuing with 
cagerneſe an enormous lion, which they had already 
wounded, in the ardour of the chace aſcended this 
all. y the wine they had reached the 
lun, hg att aniinal, rendered deſperate from 
the pain of his numerous wounds, and confuſed by 
the victorious cries of his purſuers, who were aſlail- 

g him from every {ide by their arrows, darted ſud- 
deny towards the mouth of the cave, and fell head 
long into it. Unfortunately, the violence of his fall 
was broken by his falling on a high tree, which pre- 
vented his being killed on the ſpot. 

The young Prince was amuſing himſelf in the 
garden, in company with his nurſe, but at the ſight 
of this fearful viſitor, they both fled with horror and 
affright towards their houſe; the lion purſued them, 
and caught the child by the ſhoulder. The diſtreſſed 
iniant's piercing cries made his nurſe forget her own 
danger, and turn to fly to his ſuccour. The feroci- 
ous animal ſceing the woman advance towards him, 
quitted the Prince, and ſpringing on her, ſoon tore 


ner to pieces. At this inſtant, the hunters arrived 
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at the bottom, levelled ſich a ſhower of arrows at 
him, that his body was in a moment as thickly co- 
vered with them, as is a porcupine with its quills ; 
the blood flowed in copious ſtreams from every part 
of his body; he writhed a few moments in the ago- 
ny of death, and then expired, with ſo tremendous 
a roar, that the ground ſhook under him, and the 
cavern echocd it back in thunder. 
F After this exploit, the hunters, curious to ſee a 
child, who made this ſtrange dwelling reſound with 
his Cries, deſcended into it, and were ſtruck with 
altoniſhment at bcholding a beautiful child, richly 
dreſſed. The poor infant was covered with the 
blood which iſſued from his own wound, and from : 
the body of his murdered nurſe, who lay dead by if 
his fide, Their firſt care was to recover this inno- 
cent creature ; they waſhed his wounds; and when 
they had ccvered them with ſome ſalutary herbs, 
which they found in the garden, he grew more com- 
poſed; they then buried his nurſe ; and began to 
examine this ſubterraneous dwelling, They found 
the furniture rich beyond deſcription; and they 
thought the quantity of good proviſions which they 
ſaw in it mult have deſcended from Heaven. 

The hunters thought that the laws of conqueſt 
made them maſters of all that the cave contained ; 
and they only conſulted about the means of remor- 
ing it out of the gulf in which it was. 

The baſket of ruſhes ſerved them to convey the 
child to the ſummit of the precipice, and they ſoon 
contrived to draw up alſo all the furniture and orna- 
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ments of this elegant little palace. When they had 
completely emptied it, they divided its contents; 


and the Chief took poſſeſſion of the young Prince, 


whoſe helpleſs ſtate intereſted him. 

The only ſon of the untortunate Sultan had fallen 
into good hands. His benefactor was a man of dif- 
tinction, and had no fault but that of being immo- 
derately fond of hunting. He was fo charmed with 
the beauty and ſweetneſs of his foundling, that tak- 
ins the greateſt care to promote his recovery, the 
child's health was ſoon perfectly re-eſtabliſhed. He 
then began to queſtion him concerning his parents, 
and the motives that made them conhne him in ſuch 
a ſtrange habitation. _ 

« cannot inform you,” anſwered the child; 
« all I know 1s, that I lived with the old woman 
whom you found dead by my lide, and that ſhe gave 
ne every thing of which I ſtood in need. Sometimes 
alſo, a man, taller than yourſelf, came to the ſum- 
mit of the dwelling ; and then I was put into a baſ- 
ket, and he drew it up to him; this man uſed to ca- 
reſs me, and call me his dear, dear child. The wo- 
man I called nurſe, and ſhe called me her dear child 
too; this is all I can tell you; I know nothing 
more. 

His benefactor concluded from this artleſs ac- 
count, that the child certainly owed his exiſtence 
to parents of diſtinguiſhed rank, whom ſome ex- 
traordinary reaſon obliged to conceal his birth by 
theſe uncommon means. In expectation that time 
would unravel this myſtery, he beſtowed the greateſt 
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142 SEQUEL TO THE 
attend on his pupil's education; he inſtructed hin 
in ih:-arts and ſciences, and made him learn all the 
accompliſuments proper for a young man of 
highcit rank. 

The youth's improvement anſwered the moſt ſan. 
guine hopes of his benetaCtor ; he excelled as much 


in all the youthful exerciſes of his age, as in his 


more ſerious ſtudies; and he managed his arms with 


the greateſt dexterity, and was a very able horſeman ; 
in ſhort, he excelled particularly in every thing which 
conſtitutes a Warrior. 

One day he and his bencſactor, being in warm 
purſuit of a tiger, were ſuddenly ſurp dr and ſur— 
rounded by a gang of robbers. Abakar, ſor ſo the 
youth was named, performed prodigics of courage 
along with his benefactor ; but they were neverthe- 
leſs overpowered by numbers; and ſoon after Aba- 
kar had ſecn his friend murdered by his { 1180 he was 
himſelf ſtunned by a blow given him by the Chicl, 
and fell breathleſs on the g g1 owns R this ſtate 
of inſeniibility, which the ruftians miſtook for death, 
Abakar was ſtripped of his clothes, and left naked 
by the ſide of his murdered friend. When he reco- 
vered his ſenſes, ſeeing that the robbers were de- 

camped, he roſe, and after {hediding a flood of tears 
over the body of his kind benciattor, he left him, 
and determined, naked and deititute as he was, to 
traverſe the delert in ſeucch of ſome habitation — 
His only weupcn of defence was a hunter 's lance, 
which the robbers had overiooked, and left on the 


ſcene of action. 
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He had not travelled many leagues, before he diſ- 
covered, at a little diſtance, a man dreſſed in a der- 
viſe's habit ; he haitencd towards him, and his re- 
ſpectful ſalute led the derviſe to begin the following 
converſation : “ Wretched youth,” ſaid he, “ what 
dreadful misfortune has reduced you to this miſerable 
ſtate? Who has wounded you, and ſtripped you of 
your clothes?“ Abakar, without heſitating a mo- 
ment, related his adventure to this venerable per- 
ſonage, of whom he entreated food and clothing. 
« Tt is our duty,“ an{wered the derviſe, “ to ſtrip 
ourſelves to clothe our naked brethren, and to divide 
our food with the hungry!” Saying theſe words, 
he took oil his cloak, and threw it acroſs the ſhoul- 
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je then made him ſit down, 
and taking out of his wallet ſome dates, and coarſe 
bread, made of rice and camel's milk, he divided 
them with him; he pulled out a leather bottle alſo, 
containing fix or feven quarts of water, to quench 
their thirit, When he had ſpread theſe proviſions 
before the hungry youth, he ſaid to him, © you will 
feed like a poor pilgrim ; tor my walict only contains 
limpic necceilaries, to fupply the preſſing wants of 
nature: but when you have reireithed yourſelf, I 
will lead you to my grotto, where you wall find a 
greater variety of proviſions, and a bed on which 
you may repoſe your wearicd limbs.” 

Abakar, who had not caten any thing for a long 
time, returned thanks to the holy Prophet for this 
caſonable relief; and when the cravings of his ap- 
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petite were ſatisfied, he followed the derviſe to the 
grotto. 

When they arrived, the good man welcomed him 
with expreſſions of the greateſt hoſpitality ; he waſh- 
ed his wounds, and after applying to them the leaves 
of ſome ſalutary plants, he prepared him ſome nou- 
riſhing food, to recruit his almoſt-exhauſted body 
The furniture of this humble dwelling conſiſted 
merely of rough ſtones which ſupplied the place of 
chairs, anda table. The bed was compoſed only of 
a heap of ſtraw, and ſome dried moſs; but to Aba- 
kar, who was greatly in want of repoſe, it was ſofter 
than a bed of down. Not only Abakar's wants pre- 
vented him from feeling any inconvenience from this 
coarſe accommodation, but his hoſt's kindneſs ard 
attention atoned amply for the abſence of many 
things, which he had till then conſidered as abſo- 
Jutely neceſſary. He conceived allo the higheſt re- 
ſpect for the profeſſion of a derviſe, as he ſaw that it 
rendered man fo humane and charitable to his tellow- 
creatures, | 

The ſagacious, affectionate derviſe perceived what 
was paſling in the youth's mind, and thus addreſſed 
him: Do not, my dear child, attribute to religion 
ſolely the attention I pay you; no, your appearance 
and misfortunes have excited the warmelt intereſt in 
my mind for your welfare; and I ſhould be highly 
gratified, by having it in my power to render you 
any ſervice. It is true, that ſuch a companion as 
you would chear the gloom of my ſolitude, but 
though I am not ſo ſelfiſh, or unreaſonable, as tv 
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require ſuch a ſacrifice, yet J mult inſiſt on your con- 
tinuing with me till your wounds are perfectly heal- 
ed; for the paſſage through this deſert is rugged and 
difficult.“ 

Abakar expreſſed great gratitude for this kindneſs, 
though he was not ſurpriſed at it; for having always 
heen accuſtomed to be treated with the extremeſt af- 
ſection, it appeared natural to him; it, however, 

inſpired him with affection and confidence towards 

his bencfactor; and before many days had elapſed, 
he gave him a faithful relation of the extraordinary 
events of 115 fe. 

Du ring this narration, the derviſe was plunged i, in 
dec Klon; and when it was ended, he ſpoke 
the following words: “ I perceive that you are re- 
ferved for ſome great achievements; and I will en- 
gage to be your protector and guide in the glorious 
arcer; 1 will engage. to diſcover your father, whole 
careites have icft fuch a lively impreiltion on your 

nis ] will accomolith, or die in the at- 
tempt.” «„ Oh!“ exclaimed the ardent youth, 
+ jet us then immediately begin the undertaking ; 
{or die with impatience to behold the author of 
ny cxiltence!“ © Not yet, replied the derviſe; 
it woutd be madneſs to attempt ſuch an enter- 
ble, in your preſent forlorn ſtate. Ah! my child, 
hen you have acquired a little experience, you will 
nog that, the great are naturally prepoſleſſed againſt 
a miterable ſtranger. There are alſo a number of 
people in their train, whoſe intereſt it is to prevent 
ine acceſs of any ſtranger ; ſo that, molt probably, 
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before you could gain admittance to your father's 
court, in your preſent tattered garb, you would be 
treated as an impoſtor, and, perhaps, ſuffer death, 
But do not, Abakar, let theſe reflections make you 
uneaſy ; you have falten into the hands of a man 
who loves you, and who poſſeſſes the power to ren- 
der you the moſt important ſervices. Nay, do not 
be ſurpriſed,” added he, © at hearing this diſcourſe 
from the maſter of this miſerable hut; for it is choice, 
not neceſſity, that makes me dwell under this roof; 
I am weary of the folly and the vanities of my tel. 
low creatures, and ſhun their ſociety, But did [ 
feel the leaſt deſire, I could inſtantly make myſelf 
maſter of greater riches than the mightieſt Potentate 
poſſeſſes. Know then, young man, that not many 
leagues from hence, in the bowels of a ſteep and 
immenſely high mountain, is buried an ineſtimable 
treaſure, to which I will conduct you to-morrow, 
You ſhall amaſs a ſufficient quantity of it to enable 
you to appear at your father's court in the greateſt 
magnihcence; you {hall be preceded by a hundred 
camels, loaded with the richelt ſtuffs that the Eaſt 
can produce, and each camel ſhall be conducted by 
a ſlave; you ſhall be furrounded allo by a numerous 
guard.” Abakar was loſt in admiration and aſto- 
niſhment; - and he could ſcarcely credit theſe great 
promiſes, when he beheld the coarſe woollen cloak 
with which the derviſe was covered, and the rude 
furniture of his habitation : the latter perceiving thele 
doubts in his gueſt's eyes, allowed him ſome time to 
reflect, and then addreſſed him in theſe words: © O 
my child! do not truſt, too contidently, to appecar- 
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ances ; the more you advance in life, the more 
you will ſee the neceſſity of guarding yourſelf 
againſt them. I am a derviſe from inclination 
only, and a greater man than you ſuppoſe is con- 
cealed under; this homely cloak; that man is 
warmly intereſted in your ee, and wiſhes to 
promote your happineſs. All the habits I wear are 
not vile ; behold one, in which the moſt mighty and 
powerful of men can only be clothed.” Saying 
theſe words, the pretended derviſe threw open his 
cloak, and diſcovered a girdle of ſilk, curiouſly va- 
riegated with red, yellow, and green. Now 
voung man,” aſked he, “ do you place more reli- 
ance in my promiſes? but to-morrow I will diſpel 
all your remaining doubts, by conducting you to the 
place where this treaſure 1s concealed from human 
eyes. When I have enriched you with its contents, 
| will proceed to the farther performance of my pro- 
wiſe, and lead you to your father's court with a re- 
tioue ſufficiently numerous and brilliant to attract 
the cyes of all the world.“ The ſight of this ſacred 
cirdle, under the rags with which the derviſe was 
*overed, {truck Abakar with aſtoniſhment; and he 
now gave credit to his protector's promiſes, and 
gratefully accepted his generous offers. © I have 
one thing, however, to require of you,” continued 
this extraordinary man; © which is, that when I 
have ſettled you in your father's court, you will per- 
mit me to return to my ſolitude, and not inſiſt on 
my remaining with you; for I deteſt the pomp of 
courts,” © Willingly,” replied Abakar; “ but 
H 2 
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you will not, I truſt, refuſe me the pleaſure of con- 
ducting you back?“ | 
'The next morning, they roſe with the ſun, and 
aſter the derviſe had given a baſket to Abakar, filled 
with their breakfait, and a bundle of cords, they be. 
gan their journey. They purſucd their way till the 
hour of noon, when they arrived at the foot of the 
{ſteep mountain. Abakar's companion then adviſed 
him to take ſome refrethment : „ ſor, added he, 
you will have occaſion to exert all your ſtrength 
before you can attain the ſummit of this mountain; 
but if you anticipate the advantages which will then 
accrue to you, your courage Will fuſtain you till you 
each the deſtined goal. Prepare yourſelf,” conti- 
nued he, as they were climbing up the ſteep al— 
cent, to behold extraordinary things ; “ the trea- 
ſure which my art will ſoon exhibit to your view, 
belongs to me, and a few brother magicians ; but 
we diſdain to convert it to our own ule, and never 
explore it, but in order to aſfiſt any unfortunate 
mortal who has been perſecuted by his evil ſtars, I 
will ſoon enable you to deſcend into the entrails of 
this rich mountain; but when you have deſcended, 
beware of being dazzled by the glittering appearance 
of the gold you will ſee ſcattered around you; but 
ſeize on the precious ſtones, fur that is the only me- 
thod of enriching yourſelf quickly,” 

As the derviſe concluded this exhortation, after 
ſuffering much trouble and fatigue, they reached the 
top of the mountain. The deviſe then threw atide 

his cloak, and appeared in the habit of a magician ; 
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which conſiſted merely sf his variegated girdle, that 
rovered his breaſt and reins, and hung down as low 
as his knees; ſuſpendcd at this magical girdle, was 
an inſtrument, with which he ſtruck fire, and light- 
eda taper. Ile then burned ſome fragrant woods, 
and having perfumed the air with them, opened a 


large book, v ich covered his breaſt, and in an au- 
dible ſolemn voice pronounced a myſterious incanta- 
tion. He had agen uttered the laſt word, when 
the earth {hook under the) m, al 10 Open ed with a loud 
tote, Abal Pp! () ache 4 this (_ NG im, and 40 OK1N £ 
down, a that it Wis Of an FRA nent. 6 pth. 


it, 
and when he thought that the air was ſofficiently pu- 
rified, he faſtened the cords, which had been brought 
in the baſket, under the youth's arms, and after put- 
ting a taper and a baſket into his hand, he let him 


Y r : ' 4 6 as & . p 
The magician then threw fome perimnes inte 


gently down into this dark abyſs. 

When Abakar arrived at the bottom, he was daz- 
zled by the brilliancy of the riches that met his eyes 
wherever he turned them ; but he called to mind the 
magician's advice, and only picked up the diamonds, 
and other precious ſtones, with which he haſtily fill- 
led his baſket, When it was quite full, he gave the 
concerted ſignal, by pulling the cord that was faſten- 
ed to the baſket, the other end of which the magician 
held; it was inſtantly drawn up. When it had 
reached the ſummit, the cavern ſhook with a vio- 
lent motion, and a tremendous clap of thunder 
growled over the aſtoniſhed youth's head. The 
chaſm cloſed : the violence of the ſhake had thrown 


H 2 


q B Xa. e 
PPP 


— 
— 
— 


—— — it D 2 1 
=y TI TY — =_ 
Ne — 4 2 3 * Ct pr - 
os __ ACK», 3 . * < pay 3 
; CE ARES EZ * A 
a — o — «© — Wh 2 3 r * 
I — c— — 


* 7 * _ 
Eee, 


- * * * — 1 ” 
7 * * 
ä a „ , — 
n R * 
* * 6 mo 


2 e 


— 


—— 


r — p 4 
. Loans — 3 


8 


22 * * 1 _ 


r __ 


| 
| 


_O_ 


r . = 1 


ne & 
©. 


150 SEQUEL TO THE 


Abakar on the earth, where he remained ſome mo. 
ments ; but on regaining his feet, he caſt his eyes up 
towards the top of the cavern, and ſaw that the chaſm 
was cloſed, and that he was ſhut up in the entrails 
of the earth. 

| He now, too late perceived that the magician had 
deceived him with falſe promiſes, in order to prevail 
on him to procure the precious ſtones, which, by 
facrificing this poor unfortunate youth, he became 
tole poſſeſſor of. The generality of young men, in 
uch deſperate circumſtances, would have abandon- 
ed themſelves to deſpair; but Abakar, after ſhedding 
a few tears, recollected the many imminent dangers 
which he had already eſcaped, and determined not 
to give himſelf over for loſt, till he had explored his 
frezry habitation ; “ for the ſame power,” cried he, 


that preſervecl me in my infancy from the fury of 


a lion, and lately from the ſword of the robber, can 
alſo make a paſſage for me out of this dreadful regi- 
en!” Animated by this holy confidence, he proſ- 
trated himſelf on the ground, and prayed fervently 
to that Being who poſſeſſes the key of all dungeons, 

When he had finiſhed his prayer, he roſe from his 
knees, and taking up the taper, which was ſtill 
burning on the ground, he began, with trembling 
ſteps, to cxamine his dwelling : he found that it was 
an immenſe cavern, the limits of which he could 
not determine; for the extreme darkneſs that reign- 
ed around, prevented his diſcerning the extremity. 
After he had wandered ſome hours, in expectation 
of finding ſome outlet, he perceived that the roof of 


4 


* - . 0 1 
, /, 4 


& g 
= Li 3 Sn 6 1 = 
443 44 S 7-4, , - 


a 
== 1 : 
TH pong rt «+ ==. 
mn * 


* 
* 
* 


ARABIAN TALES. 151 


the cavern was grown conſiderably lower; it conti- 
nued to bend towards the floor, till he was under 
the neceſſity of crawling on his hands and knees, — 
As he advanced with great difficulty in this painful 
poſture, his cars were ſuddenly aſſailed, and the dead 
filence which till then had reigned in the cavern, 
was interrupted by a loud folemn noiſe behind him; 
it reſembled the falling of enormous ſtones, which 
were daſhing over each other. He thought that the 
roof of the cavern had given way, and that he ſhould 
ſoon be cruſhed under its ruins; to augment the hor» 
rors of his ſituation, he now found himſelf up to his 
knees in water. He ſeared to advance, leſt he ſhould 
be drowned, and dreading to return, leſt he ſhould 
be cruſhed to death, he ſat himſelf down on a ſtone 
he found in the water, to refle& on his deſperate ſitu- 
ation. Loſt in perplexity, he threw his hopeleſs 
eyes around him, and perceived with affright that he 
was ſurrounded by the bodies and ſkeletons of his 
fellow-ereatures! bones, and ſkulls were ſcattered 


in profuſion around him, and looking down at his : 


fect, he diſcovered that what he had taken for a part 
ot the rock, and had ſat down on, was the lifeleſs 
body of a man, whoſe limbs were ſcarcely ſtiffened 
by death. Mad with horror and affright, he ſtarted 
up, and loſing hold of his taper, it dropped into the 
ſtream, and was extinguiſhed. He was now in ut- 
ter darkneſs; the deafening noiſe redoubled, and 


every ſtep he took, he trod on a putrid carcaſs, or - 


ſtumbled over heaps of human bones. This was 
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too much; the youth Joſt his reaſon, and nilject ti; 
infected air with his ſhricks and lamentations. 

He did not, however, remain long in this ſitu;- 
tion; but recalling his bewildered ſenſes, and te- 
ſolving to advance, whatever dangers he might en. 
counter, he plunged precipitately into che fiream 
again. 

He now exerted all his ſtrength, and had not ſwar! 
far, before a faint gleam of light made its way through 
the gloom that hung over him, and ſerved to raiſe 
his hopes, by diſcovering to him that the roof of the 
cavern was conſiderably heightened; this ſight gave 
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ref Heaven, Ihe ſpent out bung himfelt, 
almoit breathicis with rapture and tatigue, on dry 
ground; and railing his grateful eycs to Heaven, 
ſilently expreiicd the thanks which his feeble voice 
could not articulate, The ſun had juſt ſunk below 
the horizon, the birds were gone to rooſt, and the 
beaſts of prey were prowling at too great a diſtance 
to be heard; the air was huthed, and ſerene ; Aba- 
kar cloſed his wearied eycs, folded his arms acroſs 
his breaſt, and ſunk 1nto a profound lleep. 

The chearful ſong of birds now announced the 
return of Aurora; and the firſt rays of the riſing ſun 
awake ning the refreſhed Abakar, he beheld this glo- 
rious orb illuminating the ſmiling country around 
him, with rapture. He rctiaced to his memory the 
imminent dangers which he had eſcaped ; he recol- 
Iced alſo the number of unfortunate men, whole 
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remains he had ſeen in that fearful cavern, who had 
undoub::dly been ſacrificed to the ambition of the 
wicked magician ; and though his ſoul ſhuddered 


re. 4 | with horror at this recollection, yet it expanded with 
en- | 1 gratitude towards that Being, who had ſo miracu- 
a Jouſly preſerved him from tte ſame miſerable fate. 
This id<a filled his eyes with tears, and from his lips 

wil reſounded ihe praiſes of the Moſt High. 
E. This duty diſcharged, he began to ſearch for ſome 
"Ie food to ſatisfy the cravings of nature; and as he was 
ng wandering on ihe banks of the lake near which he had 
Yi repoſed, he found ſome reeds, which he fucked ; 
8 but this light r2freſhment being inſufficient to ſatisfy 
his hunger, which called for more ſolid food, he be- 
, gan digging the ground, and by dint of labour and 
ry perſeverance, he diſcovered ſome roots, which he 
ly greedily vouted. He then, finding himſelf quite 
ce retreihed, and invigorated by this repaſt, collected 
W the pieces of his tattered cloak, which had ſuffered 
ic greatly om the vigorous efforts he had made to eſ- 
e cape from the cavern ; he, however, contrived to 
4 faſten them round his bod, by means of the leaves 
's ot the recds thut had aſforded him refreſhment. He 
; then provided himſelf with a large tick, that ſerved 
- 15 him at we ſame time for a {upport and a defence ; 
WH i this equipped, he aſcended with incredible fa- 
- 73 tigue a high mountain, from whence he diſcovered 
5 a village, which appearing at no great diſtance, he 


delcended, and directed his eps towards it. 
As ſoon as he was perceived by the inhabitants of 
this rural hamlet, many of them, attracted by his 
H 5 
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wretched appearance, ran to meet him, and vied 
with each other in procuring him all the aſſiſtance 
winch his tattered dreſs and languid appearance 
beinoke lim in need; one amongſt them offered him 
an aſylum in his houſe, where he was received by 
all the f11mily with the greateſt kindneſs and hoſpi- 
tality. He related to them the hiſtory of his mis- 
fortunes ; and this extraordinary recital greatly aug- 
mented the intereſt which his firſt appearance had 
inſpired. | 

Now that Abakar is ſafely lodged under the hoſ- 
pitable roof of his kind friends, let us return to the 
Sultan his father, whom the accompliſhment of the 
fatal prophecy had plunged into the extremeſt miſery, 
The morning after the expiration of the term fixed 
by the aſtrologers, the Sultan, believing that he ſhould 
now enjoy the reward of his wiſe precautions, hal- 
tened to the ſummit of the cavern. His arrival was 


announced, as uſual, by the ſound of martial 


muſic ; the ſignal was repeated, and not being an- 
ſwered, the Sultan was alarmed at this ſilence, and 
deſcended himſelf inſtantly into the cave to inquire 
the cauſe. He called and ſought for his ſon in vain, 


for neither he nor his nurſe could be found; the Sul- 


tan was at a loſs what to conjecture ; when perceiv- 
ing the carcaſs of an enormous lion, he inſtantly 
concluded that his ſon had been devoured by the vo- 
racious animal. He returned to his palace, over- 
whelmed with affliction ; and ſending inſtantly for 
the aſtrologers, whom he had before conſulted, he 
addreſſed them in the following words: © Your fatal 
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prediction is fulfilled! My ſon has been devoured, 
and the body of an enormous lion was the only thing 
to be found in the retreat which I conſtructed with 
ſo much art to ſecure him from this danger.“ In- 
vincible Sultan !” replied the aſtrologers, © as after 
this fatal event you can no longer doubt the truth of 
our prediction, permit your ſlaves to felicitate you 
on being ſaved, by this accident, from inevitable 
death, which the ſon you ſo bitterly deplore would 
have inflicted. He has fallen a ſacrifice to the ma- 
lignity of his ſtars, and your royal life is preſerved !” 
Theſe refletions alleviated the Sultan's grief, and 
time afterwards effaccd the painful impreſſion it had 
left on his mind. 

We will now return to Abakar, who was ſoon 
weary of the idle life he led with the good people 
who had afforded him fo hoſpitable a reception. His 
holt allo had a numerous family, and was but juſt 
able, though extremely induſtrious, to maintain 
them. Abakar, therefore, fearing to be-a burden 
to this friendly man, (who conſidered him in the 
light of one of his own children) and wanting em- 
ployment, went frequently a hunting, to procure 
provitions for the family. One day, having caught 
a hind, tie was haſtening home with it, when hewas 
ſuddenly ſurrounded by a gang of robbers, all mounted 
on fine horſes. © Comrad:,” ſaid the chief to him, 
I perceive you have been hunting on foot, and 
that you are only furniſhed with a bow and arrow to 
defend yourſelf. Are you then ignorant that this 
deſert is filled with lions and tygers, and that you 
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may eaſily be ſurpriſed and overpowered by them ? 
Accompany us, and we will provide you with wea- 
pons of defence, and an excellent horſe.” - 

Abakar had a paſſion for hunting ; and thinking 
that this was an excellent opportunity to enable him 
to purſue his inclinations with ſafety, and at the 
ſame time to leave a family, to whom he was a bur- 
den, he chearfully accepted of has offer; and, with 
all the graceful ingenuouſneſs of his age, thanked 
the chief for the proffered favour. The chief eafily 
comprehended, from this artleſs anſwer, that the 
youth had taken his diſcourſe in a literal ſenſe, and 
immediately added,“ Since you conſent to aſſociate 
yourſelf with us, we mult breakfait together, in 
order that we may. get acquainted.” Thereupon, 
the troop diſmounted, and having ſpread the con- 
tents of their wallets on the ground, they began rheir 
meal with great appetite, © As you mean to be- 
come our comrade,” reſumed the chief, it is ne- 
ceſſary that I ſhould give you jome information con- 
cerning our laws ; in the firſt place, then, we love 
and aſſiſt each other like brothers, and always divide 
our prey equally; we alſo take a fulemn oath to be 
faithful to each other till death.” © have already 
reſided amongſt hunters,” replied Abakar, and was 
very partial to their manner of living; and J am, in 
fact, under the greateit obligations to an eminent 
hunter; and though he was not the author of my 
exiſtence, he ſaved my life, and treated me with all 
the kindneſs of a father. As you are diſpoſed to 
be partial to us, ſaid the chief, “ all that remains 
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for me to ſay, is to acquaint you with our police. — 
Though I-am only your equal, every one treats me 
with the reſpe& due to a chief; and as it is neceſ- 
ſary, for the good of the community, that I ſhould 
be both feared and reſpected, the moſt trivial act of 
diſobedience is puniſhed with the utmolt ſeverity,” 
« Certainly,” interrupted Abakar, this I 
nation is very proper among a large body of men. 

« Swear, then,” cricd the chief, on the Koran, by 
the name of the holy prophet, that you will ſubmit, 
without reitriction, to all our laws.” When Aba- 
kar heard that divine book named, he concluded that 
he had fallen amongſt ſaints, and, without the leaſt 
heſitation, ſeized the Koran, and preſling it three 
times to his heart, lips, and head, promiſed to pay 
the moſt implicit obedience to every thing that was 
required of him. In this manner the inexperienced 
vouth earolled himſelf amongſt a gang of the moſt 
atrocious villains, who annoyed the travellers that 
paſſed ti:ough the deſert. His comrades thea em- 
braced their new brother with expreſſions of great 
ſatisfaction and joy; and the chief threw a cloak 
over his ſhoulders ; and having furniſhed him with 
a ſabre and 4 lance, preſented him with a beautiful 
horſe, Abakar was delighted with the idea of hav- 
ing entered once more into his favourite kind of life, 
and he did not diſcover his miſtake till the next day, 
when was overwhelmed with ſorrow, on account 
of the; tal Rep into which his imprudence and want 
o! experience had led him. 
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Though the dreadful ſcenes which he was daily a 
witneſs to, ſhocked his feelings greatly, yet he found 
it utterly impoſſible to eſcape from them. Their 
number increaſed every day ; and as they diſperſed 
themſelves in ſmall parties over all the deſert, no 
traveller could paſs through it, without being de- 
prived of his life, or at leaſt being ſtripped of all his 
property. The ſucceſs of their expeditions made 
ſuch ravage in the ſurrounding country, that the ſo- 
vereign, 1:7itated againſt this audacious band, by the 
continual complaints which reached his royal ears, 
aſſembled a party of his moſt valiant ſoidiers, and 
putting himſelf at their head, he determined to ex- 
tirpate thoſe daring villains, or die in the attempt. 

The robbers were ſoon diſcovered, and being 
forced from their lurking places, were in a ſhort 
time ſurrounded by the royal army. A party, which 
Abakar commanded, . had taken to flight, and the 
Sultan, who was reſolved that not a ſingle one of 
them ſhould eſcape unpuniſhed, purſued them with 
great vigour, accompanied by a choſen number of 
his knights. Abakar, ſeeing that the enemy had al- 
molt reached him, turned to defend himſelf, and di- 
recting an arrow towards the Sultan, he wounded 
him in the breaſt. During this fatal rencontre, the 
Sultan's troops had hemmed in the robbers on every 
fide, and thoſe who did not periſh by the ſword, were 
taken priſoners. They then miſſed their Sovereign, 
and went in queſt of him, exulting at the idea of 
having purged their country of theſe deſperate ruf- 
bans. 


ARABTANTALIZS. 159 


But their joy was changed to the moſt heartfelt 
grief, when they found the Sultan overpowered by 
the enemy, and bleeding on the ground. They reſ- 
eued their ſovereign from immediate death, and after 
ſecuring Abakar and his companions, conducted 
him by flow marches to the capital. He ſuffered 
great pain; but would not conſent to the arrow's 
being extracted till he had ſpoken to his aſtrologers ; 
for the wounded monarch was no other than the 
Sultan Hebraim. © Impoſtors!” exclaimed he, 
when they appeared before him, “why did not your 
art inform you that Hebraim was doomed to fall by 
the vile hand of a robber? You warned me againſt 
my own fon, and yet I die by a blow given me by a 
baſe ruffian!' © Invincible Sultan,” they replied, 
the event that we predicted is unhappily accom- 
pliſhed ; but your Highneſs may eafily convince 
yourſelf of the truth of this aſſertion, by examining 
the culprits.” 

Hebraim inſtantly ordered the priſoners into his 
preſence! and promiſed them all their lives and li- 
berty, if they would own which of them had wound- 
ed him. 

« Sire, it was I,” exclaimed Abakar; “ it was 
| who had the misfortune to attack your royal life. 
I merit death, and humbly bow my head to receive 
the ſtroke.” © Be not diſmayed, young man,“ an- 
ſwered the Sultan; ““ for if you tell me candidly who 
you are, and your father's name, I promiſe, by the 
lacred name of the holy prophet, to pardon you. 
\bakar, thus encouraged, entered into the particu- 
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lars of his life, relating how he had lived alone with 
his nurſe in a ſubterraneous dwelling, till the wo- 
man was devoured, and himſelf dangerauſly woundcd, 
by a lion, which fell accidentally into it, 

His recital was here intcrrupted by the Sultan's 
agitation, which, at the mention of this circum- 
ſtance, he could no longer conceal ; but when he 
recovered a little from his emotion, he carneſtly in- 
treated the youth to continue his relation. He obe ved, 
and gave a faithful account of all his adventures, till 
the moment he wounded his ſovereign: he added alſo, 
that though he was not acquainted with the dignity 
of his purſuer, yet, when he faw his Highneſs fall, 
his ſoul was ſeized with a ſtrange horror, and that''— 
« Stop!” cried Hebraim, whole breaſt was agitated 
by conflicting paſſions, © (op, and approach your 
Sovereign, Who his not many moments to ſurvive 
the fatal blow Which was dealt by your luckleſs hand, 
and ſhew him the mark of the wound the lion made 


. Ws 1-3 C 1 "I 
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arc 'ipe 1!“ exclaimed the Sultan, whe! 1 he fav, 
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the car. Thou art my i613 my only ſon, whoſe 


death I have fo long deplored! Come to my arms, 


Witt i LI. * 
and let me hare at leafl the conſolation to embrace 
the only child Heaven granted to my fervent prayers, 
before I deſcend to the tomb of my forefathers! He 


then turned to the aſtrologers, and thus addreſſed 


them: I thank you for the truths you revealed to 
me; and acknowledge that J alone was to blame, 
in conſulting my deitiny; and now convinced of my 
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pait error by my misfortuncs, I confels that we mor- 
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ls ought 10 reſign gurſelves patiently to the decrees 


„Heaven; for in ſeeking to avoid the evils with 
which we arc threatencd, we only aggravate the 


% 


weinht of them.“ He then, in a faint, folemn 
voice, addreſſed his Court in the following words: 
« Yi-irs, and Grandees of my kingdom, behold 


vour legitimate ſovereign, Abakar Hebraim, my 
Aſliſt the incxperience of his youth with the 


{7} 4 
n of your age, and enable him to diſcharge 
q thiy the duties of the thre Oe: 1 
: The aſtoniſhed youth was then crowned, under 


; name of Abakar Hebraim ; and the Sultan, when 


: 
I IEEE DSI. N 
* £ ja, > a} ao. a . 

* 


_ TT 


* F . 874 ; E ; x » £ 

2 had ſoct this important ceremony performed, and 

6 1 1 4 . 7 18 AY x p * [ 2 4 

8 ied lie let, drew the arrow from his breait, and 1 
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1 TTy expired. 

Abakar's youth would have made the government 
ol the extenſive dominions which devolved on him 
very difficult, had he not been tutored in the ſchool 
of adveriity, and had acquired a knowledge of his 
oven heart, and that of his fellow- creatures, by the 
many diſappointments and misfortunes which he had 
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experienced. The adventure of the magician, and 


— 


that of the robbers, had rendered him cautious of 


giving credit ton ealily to „. of affection and 
eſteem; he pardoncd the latter, but ardently wiſhed 
that ſortune would thro the former into his power, 
whoſe perfidy he was determined to puniſh with the 
greatelt rigour. | 

One day, as the young Sultan was rambling 


through the principal market of his capital, he per- 
. in the kane a ſtranger, around whom curiolſity 


162 SEQUEL TO THE 


had aſſembled a croud of people. He had a numbe: 
of valuable diamonds, and other precious ſtones, to 
diſpoſe of. Abakar Hebraim, after obſerving him 
with the greateſt attention, ſuſpected, that under the 
rich robes of the Armenian merchant, was concealed 
the derviſe whom he ſo ardently wiſhed to find, 
The found of his voice, and his expreſſive attitudes, 
convinced the Sultan that he was not deceived in his 
eonjectures, and he determined to ſecure him. 

He returned inſtantly to his palace, and ſent for 
the youngeſt of the robbers, whoſe great abilities, 
and unfeigned abhorrence of a life which, like him- 
felf, he had been compelled to follow, had made the 
Sultan retain in his court. Nadir, ſaid he, © I 


mult employ your abilities to enable me to deliver 


the world from the oppreſſions of a monſter.” He 
then explained himſelf, and they concerted. together 
a plan to deceive the magician ; and Nadir being 
perfectly acquainted with magical cuſtoms, eaſily 
comprehended the Sultan's deſign, and undertook to 
put it into execution, 

The following day, Abakar Hebraim ſent the 
chief of his cunuchs to the kane, accompanied by a 
numerous train of ſlaves, to invite Dobool, the Ar- 
menian jeweller, to his palace. 

The pretended jeweller was ſurpriſed at this un- 
expected honour; but thinking that he had only to 
thank fortune, who inſpired the King with curio- 
ſity, he aſſembled his moſt precious effects, and hav- 
ing charged two flaves with them, mounted the ele- 
gant horſe which was brought for him, and followed 
the chict of the eunuchs to the palace, 
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As ſoon as he arrived at the gates, he met a de- 
putation from the Sultan, who preſented him with a 
ſuperb vaſe, filled with betel. All the apartments 
through which he paſſed were perfumed with aloes 
and ſandal wood, and having reached the Sultan's 
own apartment, he found Nadir dreſſed in the royal 
robes. The counterfeit Sultan received the ſtranger 
with the greateſt condeſcenſion and kindneſs. 

He interrupted Dobool's expreſſions of gratitude 
for the honour conferred on him, by placing him on 
the ſame ſofa that he was himſelf fitting on; he in- 
ſiſted on his taking the right hand alſo, ſaying, 
Permit me to render you this homage ; it is due 
from a young magician to his ſuperior.” The aſto- 
niſhed Dobool continuing ſilent, Nadir reſumed his 
diſcourſe, in the following words : © In order to 
convince you of the truth of my aſſertion, behold 
this magic girdle !' He then threw aſide his robe, 
and diſcovered a girdle ſimilar to the one the magi- 
cian wore, ** I have long wiſhed to find an opportu- 
nity of converſing with a man, the account of whoſe 
extraordinary talents has inſpired me with equal ad- 
miration and curiolity ; this much-defired time is 
now arrived, and I rejoice at it.“ 

*« dultan,” replied Dobool, © when our myſte- 
rious ſcience is united to ſovereign authority, every 
earthly thing mult yield to it ; and the admiration 
you excite, impels me to throw myſclf at the feet of 
a ſecond Solomon! Let us leave to common 
minds theſe exterior forms,” exclaimed Nadir; “ for 
my part, I with more to acquire knowledge, than 
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earthly ſorereigaty, which is expoſed to ſo man; 
perils, when compared to the power you enjoy? 
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conduct is actuated! by ſuch a noble ambition, or 
luch virtuous ſentiments; for I have hitherto fought 
only to enrich myſelf. It is true my power is grcat, 
and when united to yours, would enable us to 1c- 
61178 the poll: [10ND Of imusenle rieche ES, without Can 
poling your people to the horrors'of a deſtructive 
war; for the ſacrifice of one ſingle man will be ſuf- 
ficient for the attainment of our wiſhes.” © But 
could we not avoid facrificing even that one man:? 
aiked Nadir; “I would willingly fave him; and it 
was on this ſubject that I withed principally to con- 
ſult you.” It is impoſſible !” exclaimed Dobool ; 
he is predeſtined, and he would not be ſaved were we 
even to take his place.” © Well, if that is the 
Caſe, let us then only ſacrifice a ſlave.“ “O, Sul- 
tan! it is in vain to combat with fate; the victim 
mult be of illuſtrious birth,” © But in ſuch a choice, 
do we not expoſe ourſelves to conſiderable danger, 
from the reſentment of the perſon, ſhould he, per- 
chance, eſcape ?” © We poſſeſs the means of aſ- 
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certaining this beforehand,” anſwered the ma. 
cian, “ by conſulting our art; I did this in my lail 
adventure, and was anſwered, Before Daboal can tt» 
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eur any danger from his victim, he muſt mate his way 
5 igh the bowels of the earth, and meet him on its 
5 fab ace again. Now, I took care to convey him 
two hundred fathoms under ground ; therefore, I do 
not fear his return.“ 


: After remaining ſome time ſilent, and appearing 
B buricd in thought, Nadir added, “ I perceive, Do- 


bool, I muſt conquer my ſeruples; and I have now 
4 only one requeſt to make you. As we ſhall each of 
us acquire args by uniting together, I will open 
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nich covers my breait to you, on condi- 
tion that vou wil! the w me yours.” Doboo! could 
not refuſe this requeſt; though he feared to part, for 


a moment, With this important book; yet being in 
; a place where every thing was ſubject to the vower 
of the Sultan, he cold not refuſe, Nadir took the 
book, which was held out to him with a trembling 
N hand, and darting towards a fire, which was burn- 
$ ing in a corner of the apartment, he threw the book 
into it, before Dobool was aware of his intention; 
ö and at the moment he was flying . 0 reſcue it from the 
. 988 the real Sultan itarted from behind a curtain, 
| which concealed him from view, and caught him by 
\ the arm. Stop, villain?” he exclaimed, © thy 
our is come! and Abakar, thy lajt „im, bas made 
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this place, and will avenge himſelf of thy perfidy.— 
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Nadir,“ continued he, turning to his page, “ diveſt 
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how thy infernal art has led thee to that death thou 
ſo juſtly meriteſt! Where can the criminal fly when 
Heaven purſues him, and when eternal juſtice pro- 
ceeds from the bowels of the earth to cruſh him ?” 

At theſe words, the magician appeared petrified 
with aſtoniſhment and diſmay; but he was ſoon 
rouſed from this ſtate of ſtupefaction, by the remorſe 
of his conſcience, which ſeemed to be devouring his 
breaſt with as much ardour as the fire in the caul- 
dron was his abominable book. I burn! I burn! 
cried he; my heart is on fire!“ Abakar Hebraim 
turned his eyes from this ſpectacle of horror, and 
ſaid to his officers, © Conduct this wretch into the 
court of my palace, and there let him loſe his 
head, in the preſence of his own {layes and my ſub. 
jects.” 


0 : 

* 

EF 
$5 
A 

* 

3 

* 
4 
. 
1 

or” 2% 

3 
1 N 2 

3 2 

4 $ 

5 

8 Li 
» 
® 


ARABIAN TALES. 167 


The Hon of SELIMANSHA, and his Family, 


8 IRE, reſumed the young ſuperintendent, hiſtory 
has preſerved the memory of one of the Kings of 
Perſia, named S-limanſha, who poſſeſſed all the 
qualities which are neceſſary to conſtitute a great ſo- 
vereign. His family conſiſted of two ſons, and a 
niece, whom his brother, when dying, had confided 
to his care. Selimanſha felt grateful for this prefe- 
rence, and did every thing in his power to fulfil the 
important duties of the charge entruſted to him.— 
The love he bore to his deceaſed brother, and his 
own uncemmon principles of juſtice, induced him 
to pay the greateſt attention to the education of the 
Princeſs, whom he conſidered in the light of a daugh- 
ter; and his indefatigable exertions were not thrown 
away on his pupil; for ſhe poſſeſſed an uncommon 
capacity, and ſoon became a model of perfection. 

When the had attained her twelfth year, the charms 
of her perſon, and the graces of her mind, made 
her appear as conſpicuous amongſt her ſex, as ſhines 
the morning ſtar, amidſt the twinkling lights that 
adorn the vaſt concave of the firmament. Her me- 
mory was ſtored with a variety of facts, and furniſh- 
ed her with frequent opportunities to diſplay the ſo- 
lidity of her judgement. She was ſo well acquaint- 
ed with the Koran, as to be able to repeat whole 
chapters, and explain the moral ſenſe, with ſuch 
acuteneſs, as to aſtoniſn and delight all who liſtened 
to her. 
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When ſhe reached her ſixtcenth year, Selimanſha, 


wiſhing to diſpoſe of her hand in favour of one of 


his ſons, made the propoſal to her, leaving her ab- 
ſolute: miſtreſs of her fate; “ for, faid he, © 1 
only wiſh to promote your happineſs, therefore de- 
cide. 

Chamſada, for that was the name of the Princets, 
expreſſed her gratitude for this indulgence in the live 
lieſt manner; and bluſhing, ac SCI that ihe 
felt a warm preference for Hamet, his ſecond for ; 
but that the would never mY the will of her gene- 
rous benetactor, 

I am alrcady well acquainted with your obeqi- 
ence, and affection,” replied the bencvolent Old 
man; and if your preference had even fallen on an 
unworthy object, I ſhould not have made your in- 
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to reign over my people. In coniening to your 
union, I not only fecure your happineſs, and his, 
but that of my ſubjects.“ 
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Public rejoicings ſucceeded this celebration, which 
manifeſted the general ſatisfaction this happy event 
had produced; they continued ſixty days; and when 
they were completed, Selimantha, weary of the fa- 
tizues of government, and anxious to repoſe him- 
felf after his various toils, abdicated his throne in 
favour of his ſon Hamet. 

Balavan, the elder fon, had always hoped. to 
mount the throne after his father's death. He had 
alſo long loved his fair couſin, and determined, 
when he became King, to unite his fate to hers, 
and make her his Queen; but when he ſaw his 
brother take polleflion not only of the crown, but of 
Chamfada, jealouſy and revenge ſeized his ſoul. In 
that eaitern kingdom the crown is not hereditary, 
and the ſucceſſion depends on the will of the reign- 
ing ſovereign; and though Balavan was well ac- 
quainted with this cuſtom, he thought it unnatural 
that his father ſhould exert this prerogative, becauſe 
it was injurious to him, 

The birth of a fon {von after increaſed the hatred 
e had conceived againſt his brother, and raiſed his 
ciperate fury to the higheſt pitch; for this circum- 
lance prelented another obſtacle to the attainment of 
the crown, the potletiion of which he ſtill entertain— 
£4 hopes of one day attaining, Actuated by theſe 
lentiinents, be conceived the horrid idea of allaili- 
nating his brother: he ſtole therefore, in the dead of 
night, imo the young monarch's apartment, and 
plunged his poniard into his breaſt; he then crept 
ently into the neighbouring one, where the child 
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ſlept. He drew the curtain back ; lifted up his 
murderous hand; but glancing his eye over the 
ſleeping infant, the view of its uncommon beauty 
ſuſpended the ſtroke, and he ſtood gazing at him. 
He had never ſeen the infant before; he reſembled 
his mother; and Balavan ſighed bitterly, when he 
recollected that his deteſted rival was its father: this 
idea revived his revenge; and he haſtily ſtabbed the 
defenceleſs babe; his trembling hand, however, 
could not give an effectual blow, and the wound 
was not followed by death. 


After perpetrating theſe enormities, the blood- 


thirſty wretch only ſpared Chamſada's life, becauſe 
he hoped that ſhe would accept of his hand when he 
became King; and he haſtened towards the apart- 
ment of Selimanſha, with an intention of filling up 
the meaſure of his crimes, by committing parricide. 
Being perceived, however, by a ſlave, before he 
could accompliſh this infernal deſign, an alarm was 
ſpread through the palace; he fled, and took refuge 
in a caſtle, ſituated on the frontiers, which was 
{trongly fortified both by nature and art. 

The dawning day now diſplaying all the horrors of 
this bloody night, every breaſt was filled with terror, 
The piercing cries of the wounded babe awoke the 
tender Chamſada; and haſtily ſtarting up, ſhe ſaw 
her beloved conſort breathleſs at her ſide. Ihe cries 
of the child increaſed cvery inſtant, and were now 
rendered more dreadful by thoſe of his uurſe. The 
diſconſolate wife, and terrificd mother, forſook the 
corpſe of her beloved conſort, and flew to her chuld, 
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whom the found bathed in its blood. She caught 
him to her breaſt ; and having a little appeaſed him 
by her careſſes; ſhe conceived a hope that he was 
not mortally wounded, and ſent for ſurgeons to ex- 
amine and dreſs his wound, which {till bled profuſe- 
ly. They came, and ſoon afſuaged the innocent 
creature's pain; but the young monarch was paſt 
the power of medicine. Chamſada was inconfolable 
for his loſs ; and but for the hope that animated her 
heart of ſeeing her ſon recover, ſhe would have ſunk 
under the weight of this heavy misfortune. 

The aromatic herbs, and ſalutary balms of the 
Faſt, operated powerfully on the health of the child; 
and the Iife of Selimanſha's preſumptive heir was 
ſoon pronounced out of all danger. 

In the mean time, the aged monarch, whom Ba- 
lavan's flight, and bloody poniard, which was found 
at the door of his apartment, led to trace the mur- 
derer, was almoſt overcome by his grief. He had 
loſt his favourite, beloved ſon ; and to aggravate the 
blow, he had fallen by the hand of his only brother! 
Great God!” exclaimed he, © keep back the 
angel of death from ſtriking thy aged ſervant, ſince 
his exiſlence may ſtill be uſeful to his fellow erea- 
tures!” He then ſummoned his Vizirs and gran- 
dees, and announced to them his intention of reſum- 
ing the reins of government. 
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His firſt, and principal care was, to conſole the 
melancholy Chamfada ; and he concerted with her 
tie means of educating the lovely nurlling, whom 
Heaven had now pericctly reitored to their withes. 
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They endeavoured to render his robuſt conſtitution 
ſtill more vigorous; and they took equal paias to 
cultivate his mind, and form his heart to vittue.— 
His mother explained to him the laws of the Koran, 
the precepts of which were abſolutely neceilary to 
direct his conduct; and his grandſire inſtructed him 
in. the more unportant knowledge of the human 
heart. 

When the Prince attained his eighth year, he was 
already ſo muſcular, as to be able to perform the 
exerciſe of his arms, and to manage his horſe with 
the greateſt dexterity ;' and in the courſe of a fey 
years, as his character unfolded itſelf, it ſeemed to 
promiſe virtues, that ſhould cfface even thoſe which 
had exalted the author of his exiſtence ſo far above 
his fellow-creatures. | 

He had ſcarcely reached his fourteenth year, when 
Selimanſha, thinking him capable, with the afliſt— 
ance of his advice and direction, of ſwaying the 
ſceptre, aſſembled his Divan, and reſigned the reins 
of government into his hands; and he was proclaim 
ed King, under the name of Shaſeliman. The peo- 
ple, who had ſcarcely recovered from the conſterna— 
tion which the untimely death of their beloved 
Prince had raifcd in their minds, expreſſed their joy 
at the youth's coronation in loud exclamations, and 
public feitivals; they promiſed the ſame attachment 
to the ſon which they had ever felt. for the father, 
and hoped to be equally bappy during his govern- 


ment, 
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The young monarch, who allowed his own inex- 
perience to be enlightened by the wiſe counſel of his 
grand facher, and miniſters, did not diſappoint the 
warm expectations of his ſubjects; they enjoyed 
peace and tranquillity under him, and his Cadis 
and Vizirs fultilled the duties of their ſituation with 
juſtice and integrity. Shaſeliman was as exact in 
the performance of the duties of religion as thoſe of 
his throne ; and he conſtantly attended prayers in 
the public moſques, and never neglected the accuſ- 
tomary ablutions. He aſſembled his Divan regularly 
three times a week, and frequently concerted mea- 
ſures with his miniſters for the public good; and 
when any ſedition arole among his people, he in- 
ſtantly went in perfon to quell the diſturbance; and 
his preſcnce never failed to tranquilize their minds. 
In this bliſsful ſtate was Shaſeliman and his people, 
when unexpected misfortunes came to trouble their 
repole, and evince that no earthly happineſs can be 
durable. 

The villain Balavan, who was tormented by heart- 
conſuming remorſe, did not remain long at the caſtle 
to which he at firſt flew for refuge; he was fearful 
of continuing with a people to whom his crimes had 
rendered him odious, and retired ſecretly into Egypt. 
When he arrived there, he preſented himſelf before 
the ſovereign of that vaſt empire, and itoplored his 


protection, in favour of an unfortuaate Prince, ex- 
pelled from his rightful dominions by his unnatural 
facher, who being ſuperannuated, had been perſuad- 
ed by his filter-in-law, an artful woman, to diſinhe- 
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rit him, and place her own ſon upon the throne, 
The King of Egypt received him with great kindneſs, 
and being affected by his artiul account, he offered 
to aſſiſt him to regain the poſſeſſion of his kingdom; 
he had already begun the neceſſary preparations, 
when an envoy from Selimanſha arrived at his court, 
and begged an immediate audience, 

'This aged monarch being informed by his emiſfa. 
ries of Balavan's flight, had ſent deputies to all the 
courts where he thought it poſſible he might have 
flown for ſuccour ; he ſent, at the ſame time, a par- 
ticular deſcription of his perſon, and a long account 
of his enormous crimes. 

The Sultan communicated theſe diſpatches to Ba- 
lavan ; and at the fame time ordered hun to be cloſe- 
ly confined till his juſtly-offended father had pro- 
neunced sentence upon bun, This anſwer was 
ſent allo to Selimanſha ; but the weakneſs and affec- 
tion of his tender father led him into two grand po- 
litical errors. N 

In his firſt embaſſy, in order to irritate the Sultan 
ſtill more againſt his ſon, he concealed from him that 


Shaſeliman had recovered from the deep wound gi- 
ven him by his uncle; and in his ſecond embaſly, 


he not only forbore to contradict his firſt fallacious 


account, but weakly ſolicited the life of his wicked 
fon, ſaying, I am already ſufficiently wretched in 


the untimely death of my beloved ſon, and will not 


add to the weight of my misfortunes, by being the 


means of depriving the only ſurviving one of life — 
No; let him rather wander about on the face of the 
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earth, deſtitute of every ſuccour, and reſource! Let 
his mind be tormented by remorſe, and his only 
companions be wild beaſts I abandon him to the 
vengeance of the great King of Kings, who will aſ- 
ſuredly render his exiftence odious to nis fellow-crea- 
tures, and wretched to hindelf.” 

In conſequence of this reſolution, the Sultan or- 
dered Balavan to be releaſed from priſon, and ba- 
niſned for ever from his kingdom; he informed Se- 
limanſha of theſe circumſtances ; and at the fame 
time began a leſs dilayreeable negociation with him. 

The fame of Chamſada's charms and virtues had 
penetrated even into Lgypt; and the Sultan Benſi- 
rak having learned, by means of the late negociation 
with her uncle, that ſhe was a widow, conceived a 
violent deſire to obtain her hand. He, therefore, 
ſent an ambaſſador to. Selimanſha, with this propo- 
ſal, entreating him, at the ſame time, to uſe his 
influence with. one, who was bound to obey him as 
his nicce ani daughter-in-law. 

The aged monarch yas delighted at this propoſal 
as it offered his beloved niece ne moſt advantageous 
eſtabliſument, and inſtantiy communicated it to her. 
The tender, affectionate Chamſada was deeply af- 
fected at this intelligence; the ſhed bitter tears; fo 
her heart as H devoted to her beloved huſband. 
It was neccuaty alſo for her to ſeparate herſelf, for 
ever, irom her aged uncle, and her darling ſon, and 
allo to diſſemble a paſlion, which ſhe believed was 
buried in her huſband's tomb. Oh! my dea 


uncle!“ exclaimed ſhe, in an agony of gri ef 
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176 SEQUEL TO THE 

* what feelings can ever ſupply in my heart thoſe 
which the ſociety of you and Snaſeliman affords me: 
Where ſhall I find duties fo congenial to my mind, 
or ſo delightful to fulfil ?f” «© Liſten to me, my 
deareſt daughter, anſwered calmly, the prudent 
Selimanſha, “ you are ſought for in marriage, by a 
powerful monarch, and we have received the moſt 
favourable account of the greatneſs of his virtues, 
and the charms of his perſon. Your fon, whom J 
have placed on my throne, is in want of a more 
laſting protection than mine, and with a little ad- 
dreis vou may be the means of maintaining a cloſe 
alliance b-1ween the two ſovereigns. But in doing 
this beware of betraying, by your warmth, tliat you 
are his mother; for remember, that in order to vb- 
tain the expulitun of Balavan fiom Beniirack's do- 
minions, I accuſed him both of the aſſaſſination of 
my ſon and nephew. The Sultan believes that Sha- 
feliman is a diſtant relation of mine, and he does not 
ſuſpect that you are his mother. His 1gnorance of 
this circumitance will render your union with Ben- 
firak happier ; for he will love you with more ardour 
and conſtancy, than if he knew your affections were 
divided between him and another object. My long 
experience of the ways of men has made me ac- 
quainted with the human heart; and the important 
ſervices you will have it in your power to render 
your ſon, when he is conſidered by your conſort 
merely as a diſtant relation, might be impracticable, 
were it known that you are ſo nearly allied to him ; 
for when requeſting any favour for your child, wha! 
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you ſaid would be treated as coming from a fond mo- 
ther, and the monarch would be alarmed left you 
ſhould læad him to ſacrifice his own and your other 
children's welfare to that of your darling ſon. The 
great, my daughter, are always ſuſpicious. Be- 
ſides, we may think ourſelves very happy that the 
Sultan aſked your hand as a favour, when he might 
ſo caſily obtain it without our conſent ; let us not, 
then, my child, draw upon our ſubjects a dreadful 
war, by a refulal; and let us ſacrifice to their re- 
poſe, and the intereſt of your ſon, the pleaſure we 
both experience in each other's ſociety.” 

Chamſada made no oppoſition to theſe ſpecious 
reaſons; and Selimanfha rejoicing at his ſucceſs, 
wrote to the Sultan Benſirak immediately, and in- 
formed him, that his niece felt herfelf highly ho- 
noured by having attracted the notice of ſo mighty a 
ſovercign, and joyfully conſented to unite her fate 
to his. At the receipt of this letter, the delighted 
Sultan ſent an ambaſſador, accompanied by a ſuperb 
retinue, to met his intended bride, When Salt- 
manſha was informed of the arrival of the Egyptian 
miniſter in his dominions, he hatencd to meet him, 
before he reached the capital, to prevent his being 
informed that it was Chamſada's ſon who reigned in 
Perſia, and to gratity the Sultan, by ſending him ſo 
ſpeedily his niece, hom he reſigned, after remain- 
ing two days longer with her, into the hands of the 
ambailador, and bade her farewell. 

As ſoon as Chamſada reached the capital of Egypt, 
the impatient Sultan ſent orders to the principal 


1 5 


— 


178 SEQUEL TO TE 


Mufti, and the Cadi, to prepare the contract of 
marriage between himſelf and the Perſian Princes ; 
and when they had completed it, he recompenſed 
them, by preſenting each of them with an elegant 
rich cloak, and five thouſand pieces of gold. The 
Princeſs, immediately on her arrival, was conduct- 
ed into the apartment deſtined for the celebration of 
the marriage; a croud of beautiful ſlaves, dreſſed in 
the moſt magnificent manner, conducted her to the 
bath ; around which was placed vaſes that exhaled 
the molt exquiſite aromatic perfumes; when ſhe 
came out of the bath, ſhe was clothed in a robe, the 
brillancy of which obſcured the dazzling lights of 
the apartment; but her beauty eclipſed every ſur- 
rounding object; ſhe was then conducted to the 
Sultan. 

Her beautiful perſon, and graccful manners, ex- 
ceeded the monarch's expectation, and he received 
her with the greateſt demonſtrations of love and ſur- 
priſe. A collation was ſerved up, in which every 
delicacy that Egypt produced was profuſcly ſpread 
before her; and when this ſuperb repaſt was con- 
cluded, the happy monarch preſented his beautiful 
bride with an elegant caſket, containing jewels of 
the fine{t water, and of ineſtimable value. 

The nuptials were celebrated many days by pub- 
lic feſtivals and rejoicings; but nothing could divert 
Chainſada's thoughts from the idea of her ſon, whom 
ſhe ſaw herſelf ſeparated from, for ever ; her regret 
preyed on her mind ; ſhe had loſt the ſociety of the 
only objects which her heart was attached to; and, 
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to aggravate her miſery, ſhe was afraid to mention 
his name, leſt ſhe ſhonld betray the ſecret, and in- 
jure her uncle in her conſort's opinion. What evils, 
however, would not have been prevented, if ſhe had 
made a frank conleſſion of the truth? and what in- 
Culgence bad ſhe not a right to expect from the ſin- 
cerity of Benſirak's love, which increaſed every 
day! 
Fate ſoon rcalized the anxious fears of the Queen, 
with reſpect io her fon, The infamous Bal an, 
haviny been informed that his ſiſter-in-law had 
eſy {ed the Sultan of Egypt, and that his nephew 
had mounted the throne of Perſia; ſaw himſelf for 
ever leprived of the throne, the conitant object of 
his +mbit! ng, and of Chamſada, whom 1: ſtil loved 
to ina:lneis, Secing thus all his hopes blaſted, he 
determined, it the hazard of his life, to ſeek for 
vengeance. In the mean time, he affociated him» 
feli with a party of robbers and outlaws, and com- 
mitted continual ouicages on the borders of che king- 
dom he was reſolved to gain poſſeſſion of, after his 


fat!:c1's death. 

At length, Selimanſha, bending under the weight 
of his years and infirmities, peaceably reſigned his 
ſoul into the hands oi his Crœator. As ſoon as the 
intelligence af this vent reached Balavan, he aſ- 
feraU/-d the ruttians who were ali leveted to his in- 
tereſt, and placing hi:nſclf at their head, marched 
towards the capital. This ſeditious party was 
houly inercaſcd by freſh troops, whom the artful 
Balavan gained, by means of the gold he had ob- 
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tained in the courſe of his former depredations, or 
by great and ſeducing promiſes. The army, before 
it reached the gates of the metropolis, was augment- 
ed to ſuch an enormous body of men, that all reſiſt- 


ance was ine ffectual; and Shaſeliman being ſoon de- 


throned, and impriſoned in a dungeon, Balavan was 
proclaimed King in his room. 

This inhuman uſurper, not fecling ſatisfied with 
the full ſucceſs of his project, determined to ſacrifice 
to his inſatiable fury the innocent victim who had 
alreadv miraculouſly eſcaped from his murdering 
hand ; but compaſſion, which repeated crimes had 
ſteeled his heart againſt, found admittance into the 
breaſts of his accomplices. We cannot conſent,” 
ſaid they, “ to be acceſſary to the death of a youth, 
who has done us no injury; contine him ſtrictly, if 
you are afraid of his power; but ſpare his life.”— 
Balavan was forced to acquieſce, and contented him- 
ſelf with impriſoning his nephew in a deep vault, 

The news of this dreadful event too ſoon reached 
the wretched Chamſada. The exceſs of her grief 
almoſt overpowered her; ſhe feared to mention her 
ſon's misfortune to her conſort, leit ſhe ſhould break 
the oath her uncle had exacted from her, and throw 
an everlaſting ſtigma on his memory, by revealing 
the deception his imprudent ſhort-ſighted zcal had 
led him into; ſhe was therefore forced to reſign her 
darling boy to the care of the Almighty, who the 
inceſſantly implored to take pity on his deplorable 
ſtate, and ſaatch him from the hands of his cruel 
enemy. In the mean time, Balavan completed the 
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conqueſt of Perſia ; and all the grandees of the king- 
dom acknowledging his right to the crown, render- 
ed him homage. © The poor unfortunate Shafeliman 
languiſhed four long years in his dungeon; the mere 
neceſſaries of life were ſearcely afforded him; and 
overwhelmed by the accumulating weight of his 
misfortunes, the youth's blooming, healthy appear- 
ance had entirely vaniſhed; and it would now have 
been very difficult to trace any reſemblance in him, 
to his beauteous mother, of whom he had once been 
the perfect image. His long and heavy ſufferings at 
length raiſed the pity of that Being, who had, even 
in the depth of the dungeon, watched over his life; 
and reſcued him from his priſon, where he ſoon 
muſt have yielded up his weariſome exiſtence. 

One day, as Balavan was ſeated in the midſt of 
his Divan, receiving the homage and the incenſe of 
flattery from all his courtiers, a voice raiſed itſelf 
ſuddenly, in favour of Shaſcliman. His name had 
never till now been nttered by the reſt of the timid 
courtiers in Balavan's preſence ; but this miniſter 
cheriſhed the memory of the youthful monarch, and 
ventured to expreſs his ſentiments in theſe words : 

Sire, Heaven has crowned you with proſperity, 
in giving to your wiſhes not only the empire, but 
allo the devoted hearts of your ſubjects ; and as your 
throne appears fixed on a firm baſis, ſhew yourſelf 
worthy of the favours which the Almighty has 
ſhowered on your royal head. Oh caſt a look of com- 
paſſion on a poor depreſſed youth; whoſe only ſup- 


port, under the heavy weight of his miſery, is his 
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innocence. He opens his eyes only to weep, and 
to deplore the continvance of an exiſtence that his 
ſufferings have rendered a burden 10 him. Ah! 
Sire, the unfortunate Shaſcliman has not offended 
you; reſtore him, therefore, I beſeech you, that li- 
berty, he has never in any one act of his life forfeit- 
ed. I would willinzy grant your requeſt,” 
anſwered the aitoniſhed monarch, “ did I rot fear, 
that the youth would raiſe a conſpiracy againſt me, 
and head the malcontents, which a monarch, how- 


ever good his intentions may be, cannot avoid creat- 
ing.” © Alas! Sire, who would be tempted to in- 


liſt under the banners of a youth, whoſe mental and 
corporeal faculties are undermined by his long ſuf- 
ferings, and whole ſoul has loſt all its wonted force 
and vigour.” Theſe reaſons convinced Palavan that 
no dangerous conſequence could enſue from his 
granting this requeſt ; he therefore pretended to be 
moved by compaſſion, and ordered his nephew © be 
immediately lib ae d. He affected to treat him 
with the greateſt kindneſs; had lim cioticd in a 
ſuperb fur clo x, lodged him in his palace, and ſoon 
after gave him the command of a di::ant province: 
he hoped by this means to filence his claims for 
ever, ivithout incurring the odtum of being his mur- 
derer; for this province was (ituated on the fron- 
tiers, and was ſubject to the continual incurſions of 
the infidels, to whoſe inhumau fury all his prede- 
ceſſors had always fali-i: 2 prey. 

The young Frince jet out with a feeble eſcort; 
and ſcarcely had he arrived at his deſtination, when 
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the expectations of his uncle were fulfilled. The 
infidels made an irruption into the province, and 
Shaſeliman having only a handful of men to lead 
againſt them, was ſoon overpowered, and taken 
priſoner, The infidels, however, deviated from 
their common practice, in favour of his youth and 
beauty, and inſtead of puttinghim inſtantly to death, 
contented themſelves with caſting him into a deep 
pit, in which a number of faithful Muſſuhnen were 
already confined. The unhappy Prince, victim of 
his cruel deftiny, paſſed a whole year in the moſt 
dreary captivity. , At the expiration of this term, 
he, and his fellow-priſoners, were out of their 
dungeon; for it was a cuſtom ace theſe barba- 
rous people, if the priſons were full, to make their 
captives, on a certain day in the year, aiccnd a lof- 
ty tower, that was ſituated in the midli , a dreary 
deſert, and from the ſummit of this high building, 
the poor priſoners were thrown headlong. 
Shaſeliman was donmed to thare the ſame fate; 
and after ſecing all his coinpantons precipitated, one 
by one, from this tremendous height, he was, him- 
ſelf, ſcized wn, and puſhed violently down. But 
that benevolent care, which itill watched over his 
days, cauſed him to fall on the body of one of his 
comrades, who had been thrown down the moment 
before him. This providential circumſtance ſlack- 
ened the velocity of his fall, and aided by a violent 
guſt of wind, that filled his ſpreading cloak, pre- 
vented his ſharing the fate of his unhappy compani- 
ons, and being daſhed to pieces. He received no 
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material injury from the fall; but the extreme rapi- 
dity of the motion robbed him of his ſenſes, aud he 
lay in a ſtate of inſenſibility a conſiderable time.— 
He was, at length, recalled to life by the diſtant 
howling of wild beaſts; he ſtarted up, and perceiy- 
ing the dead bodies of his companions ſtrewed around 
him, gratitude to that benehcent Being who had ſo 
miraculouſly ſaved him, took poſſeſſion of his heart, 
and he raiſed his thankful eyes towards Heaven. — 
The continued howlings of the ſavage inhabitants of 
the deſert ſoon reminded him of his danger ; and 
thinking that the numbers of dead bodies which ſur - 
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rounded him would ſoon draw them that way, he 
haſtened from this fcene of horror. He continued 


walking all night ; and when he ſaw that the beaſts 
of prey were retired to their dens, to conceal and reſt 
themſelves, and that he was far from the infidels, he 
threw himſelf under the ſhade of a ſpreading tree, 
and fell into a profound ſleep. In this manner, 
walking during the night, and fleeping during the 
day, for more than a month, he reached the borders 
of his uncle Ealavan's dominions. During this te— 
dious journey, Shaſeliman ſubſiſted wholly on the 
wild fruits that the deſert afforded ; but on entering 
his uncle's domimons, feeling lumieli in great want 
of more ſubſtantial food, he approached two men, 
who he obſerved converſing amicably together; and 
ſaluting them reſpectfully, related to them the cruel 
treatment he had received from the inhdels, and his 
miraculous eſcape. The noble fimplicity of his 
manner convincing the men of the truth of his rela- 
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tion, their breaſts were filled with compaſſion, and 
they kindly conducted him to their habitation, where 
they treated him with the greateſt hoſpitality. Af- 
ter having recruited his ſtrength by nouriſhing food, 
and comfortable repoſe, he bade his benefactors fare- 
well, and prepared to continue his journey. His 
hoſts furniſhed him with every thing of which he 
ſtood in need, and took an affetionate leave of him, 
little ſuſpecting that they had been entertaining their 
monarch's nephew. 

The Prince ſtill continued his rout, day and 
night; he was haraſſed both in body and mind; he 
dreaded the reception his uncle would give him; his 
legs were ſwelled with the immoderate exerciſe, and 
his feet were cut by the ſtones that were ſcattered on 
the rough, uneven paths. In this forlorn, wretched 
ſtate, he arrived under the walls of Iſpahan, and 
ſeated himſelf near a large baſon, which received 
the waters of a neighbouring ſpring. He had ſcarcely 
taken breath, when a troop of men approached the 
ſame place; they were officers, Who, juſt return- 
ing from hunting, ſtopped there to water their fa- 
tigued courſers. They ſoon deſcried Shaſeliman; 
and notwithitanding that long ſufferings, and ex- 
treme lowneſs of ſpirits, had greatly injured the na- 
tural charms of his perſon, yet ſtrong marks of heauty 
and ſweetneſs being till conſpicuous in him, is 
appearance inſpired them with the tendereſt intereſt. 

One of the officers, after conſidering him atten- 
tively ſome time, aſked him what he was doing 
here? © Brother,” anſwered the languid youth, 
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«« recollect the old proverb, that admoniſhes us nt t4 
queſtion the naked ſtranger about his clothes. Know 
then I faint with hunger and fatigue, and crave your 


ſuccour.“ On receiving this anſwer, the officer ran 


towards his knapſack, and drawing out of it ſome 
game, and a picce of bread, laid them before the 
needy ſtranger. When he had uniſhed his meal, and 
ſeemed refreſhed, the principal oſticer thus addreſſed 
him: © Brother, your appearance greatly intereſts 
us; and if the curioſity it excites would not impor- 
tune you, a recital of your mistortunes would highly 
gratity us.” © Betorc I comply with your requeſt,” 
replied the Prince, “ inform me whether the King 
Bajavan {till exiſts?” What! are you acquainted 
with his Majeſty 5” © I am,” reſumed he; © for 
know that it is the unfortunate Shaſeliman who now 
ſtands before you! At theſe words, the aſtoniſhed 
ofticers proſtrated themſ-Ilves at his feet, and bedewed 


bl 


his hands with their tears.“ You are,” exclaimed 


they, our lawful King and Lord, the ſon of our 
beſt- beloved ſovereign Hamet ; and woe to the day 
that ſaw you reduced to this dreadful ſtate ; for na- 


ture formed you to rule over the hearts of your de- 


voted, attached fervants! But alas! what would you 
do in a court where certain death awaits you ? Re- 
collect, Prince, the inhuman treatment that you 
have alrcady experienced, and the cruel plan which, 
under the maſk of friendſhip, was laid for your lite. 


Oh! fly, my Lord, far from this fatal ſpot, and 


ſeek refuge in the country, where the beautiful 


Chamſada reigns ſupreme over the heart of tlic 
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mighty ſovereign of Egypt! for it is there alone that 
you have a chance of finding refuge and happineſs.” 
© Ah! no,” exclaimed Shaſeliman; I can form no 
plan of happineſs there; for my grandfather has 
raiſed inſuperable obſtacles to my ever applying to 
my mother for aſſiſtance, by atſuring the Sultan of 
my death; and were I to go to his court, ſuch a ſtep 
would cauſe both my grandfather and mother to ap- 
pear in the light of impoſtors.” 4 What you ſay 
is unfortunately too true,” replied the officer ; “ but 
even ſuppoſing that you ſhould be reduced (Which 
Heaven furbid)' to live concealed in Egypt, in a 
ſubordinate ſtate, you would, at leaſt, be iheltered 
from the inſidious attacks of your inhuman uncle, 
whoſe fnares i: would be 1mpotlible to prevent you 
from falling a victim to, did he know that you were 
ſtill in being.“ . 

All the officers ſupported this friendly, prudent 
advice, by their earneſt entreaties; and the chief even 
fell at his feet, and beſought him to purſue this only 
method of preſerving his precious life, in the follow- 
ing words: © Oh! my beloved malter! my only 
true Sovereign! the rightful heir of our good old 
King Sclimanſha ! muſt the flave, who thirty years 
witneſſed his virtues and glory, behold. his acknow- 
edged heir reduced to this miſery ? Oh! my Prince, 
do not render your devoted ſervant completely miſe- 
rable, by ſeeing you perith prematurely.” 

Thele reaſons and entreaties at length prevailed 
on the poor perſecuted Prince to promiſe that he 


would tollow their advice. Thereupon, they all 
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eagerly ſtrove to ſupply his moſt preſſing wants ; one 
took off part of his own dreſs, and preſented it to 
him ; another provided him with proviſions ; and 
they all contributed money towards defraying the 
expences of his journey. The Prince accepted of 
theſe benefits; and took leave of his affectionate, 
humane friends, with the warmeſt expreſſions of 
gratitude. They then earneſtly recommended him 
to the care of the almighty Being, who feels for the 
wretch perſecuted by inhuman man ; and then the 
Prince turned his back on Iſpahan, and directed his 
ſolitary ſteps towards his mother's kingdom, 

After a long and painful exertion of his ſtrength, 
he reached ihe borders of Egypt, and continued jour- 
neying on, till he arrived near Grand Cairo. But 
he feared to enter this city, leſt he ſhould be diſco- 
vered, and turned into a ſmall neighbouting village, 
determining to offer his ſervice to ſome of the inha- 


bitants, He preſented himſeli to a farmer as a ſliep- 


herd, and aſked for fo little wages, that his offer 
was readily accepted. In this humble ſtation the 
Prince exiited, often ſcarcely able to glean a ſubliſt- 
ence from the retuſe of his maitcr's table. 

But 3/hilit the preſumptive heir of the crown of 
Periia is fafe in this obſcure itate, let us turn, and 
obſerve the actions of his mother. That tender pa- 
rent s anxicty increaſed every day; her mind was 
continually combating between the conduct her al- 
fection for her ſon dictated, and her fear left ſhe 
ſhould diſhoiiour the memory of her reſpectable 
uncle, by divulging the fatal ſecret he had made her 
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promiſe never to reveal ; in ſhort, ſhe ſuffered more 


than even her unfortunate ſon in his ſtate of humi- 
liation. The only conſolation ſhe experienced was, 
in the ſociety of a hoary flave, who had long ſerved 
her uncle Selimanſha, and who had accompanied 
her into Egypt. She repoſed great confidence in 
him; and had frequently relieved her mind, by 
converſing with him concerning the late misfortune 
of her child. She one day perceived him paſling her 
apartment alone ; ſhe beckoned him to approach 
her; he obeyed ; and ſhe addreſſed him in the fol- 
lowing words: © You are acquainted with my ſon's 
misfortune, and my uneaſineſs; but you have taken 
no ſtep to diſcover what has become of him, and 
patiently behold your Queen devoured by her doubts 
whether her darling boy yet breathes !” © Princeſs,” 
replied the flave, © were the intelligence you require 
poſſible to be attained, your ſervant would ſacrifice 
lis life to procure it. But you are too well acquaint- 
d with the obſtacles; you have yourſelf confirmed 
the report of your ſon's death, firſt mentioned by the 
creat Selimanſha ; and if it was even poſlible to find 
your fon, and bring him to your court, you would 
not dare to acknowledge him.“ “ Oh! would to 
God that he was once ſafe in this country! I thould 
then be perfectly happy, though I dared not behold 
him, or call him my child ; for the certainty that he 
[til] exiſted, would alone reſtore me my long-loſt 
repoſe.” «© Queen,” replied the ſlave, © you know 
I would ſacritice my life to ſerve you; tell me there- 
ore what you with, and it ſhall be inſtantly exe- 
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cuted.” © Haſte, then,” exclaimed the Sultana, 
«. inſtantly to Perſia ; ſeek my ſon, and bring him 
to this kingdom. I will provide you with the money 
neceſſary for this expedition out of my own treaſury,” 
« But even money,” anſwered the prudent flaye, 
ce js not more required in the execution of this un- 
dertaking, than prudence ; for it behoves your Ma- 
jeſty to deviſe ſome plauſible pretext to prevent my 
Journey creating any ſuſpicions in the Sultan's mind, 
His Highneſs honours me with his regard ; and be- 
fore I could leave his court, I mult gain his expreſs 
permiſſion ; and in order to obtain it, you muſt your- 
ſelf requeſt it; ſay, that during the troubles 
which preceded the King Selimantha's death, you 
buried a box of precious ſtones, in a place only 
known to me, and that you wiſh to regain the poſ- 
ſeſſion of a treaſure, which has ſo long remained 
uſeleſs. If your Majeſty ſhould be ſo happy as to 
ſucceed, I engage not to return till I have found 
your ſon.” The Sultana was charmed with this ad- 
vice, and halted to put it into execution. She no 
ſooner named her requeſt to her conſort, than it was 
granted, 
The faithful emiffary, after diſguiſing himſelf as 
a merchant, to prevent his being known in Perſia, 
began his journey. When he arrived at Iſpahan, 
he inquired ſecretly into the fate of Shaſeliman; but 
the intelligence he received afflicted him greatly.— 
Ile dreaded to communicate the direful news of the 
young Prince's death to his ſond mother, Who, he 
thought, would not ſurvive the hearing. 
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He remained a few days, however, at Iſpahan, 
to repoſe himſelf; and one evening, wandering 
about the ſkirts of the city in a very melancholy 
mood, he met the benevolent officer who had per- 
ſuaded the Prince to retire to Egypt: they had both 
ſerved under the good King Selimanſha, and inſtantly 
recollected each other. After the firſt cordial greet- 
ings were over, the officer aſked him whether he had 
not met Prince Shaſeliman on the road? „“ Sha- 
ſeliman!“ exclaimed the flave ; “what! does he 
then {till live? and is the account T have heard of 
his dreadful death, falſe?“ „ It is, and he ſtill 
lives, anſwered the officer. “ Sit down, my 
friend, and I will inform you in what manner I, and 
a few fellow-othcers, gained this unhoped- for intel- 
ligence.” He then gave a circumſtantial account of 
his accidental rencontre with the Prince; who af- 
terwards, in conformity to his advice, had directed 
his ſteps towards Egypt. 

The pretended merchant was tranſported with joy 
at this news; and thinking that the ofheer's friendly 
conduct towards his Prince, merited the moſt unli- 
mited confidence on his part, he diſcloſed to him 
his real motive for again viſiting Perſia in lus old 
age. He then bade his friend farewell, and joyfully 
began his journey back to Egypt. As ſoon as he 
entered that kingdom, he made diligent inquiries 
reſpecting the young Prince, the particulars of whoſe 
perſon and dreſs he had learnt from the officer. He 
traced him, with much difficulty, as far as the vil- 

lage where he had at firſt ſettled himſelf; but on 
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repeating his inquiries there, he could gain no inte]. 
ligence whatever concerning him. After a long and 
fruitleſs ſearch, he feared that he had been milin- 
formed, and ſorrowfully reſolved to purſue his jour- 
ney. He had reached the extremity of the village, 
when his attention was attracted by the ſight of a 
miſerable youth, ſtretched beneath the ſhadow of a 
large tree; a few ſheep were grazing round him. 
The flave could not help obſerving this poor crea- 
ture, with intereſt and compaſſion ; for his fallow 
checks, emaciated limbs, and tattered garments, 
announced the extremeſt wretchedneſs and poverty, 
As he was yet contemplating his abject condition, 
the youth awoke ; and the ſlave wiſhing to apologiſe 
for his attitude, which beſpoke curiofity, addreſſed 
to him the queſtion he was in the habit of aſking, 
concerning the Prince. Thereupon, the youth railcd 


his feeble body, and reſting his head on his hand, 


thus replied, © Friend, I am a ſtranger in this land, 
and unacquainted with its inhabitants; but, from 
the deſcription you have given of the perſon you 
ſcek, I conclude that it muſt be Shaſcliman, th: 
young King of Perſia, whoſe crown his cruel uncle 
has uſurped, and now wears triumphantly.” “ Ah!” 
exclaimed the ſlave, “ have I then lived to hear the 
fon of my beloved miſtreſs ſpoken of, by a ſtranger, 
with reſpect! Would I could find him, and conduct 
him to the arms of his fond, afflicted mother!“ On 
hearing this, the youth raiſed his languid head; his 
pale checks were ſuddenly fluſhed with pleaſure; 
his ſunk eyes ſparkled with hope ; and Chtamfada 3 
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beauty played on every feature. The ſlave caught 
the reſemblance ; recogniſed his Prince; and ſpring- 
ing from his horſe, exclaimed, © My Lord! my 
Sovereign! have I indeed found you!“ 

Shaſeliman raiſed him from the ground ; and after 
aZ:4tonately embracing him, inquired after his mo- 
ther. © It was the Queen vour mother, anſwered 
the delighted ſlave, © who ſent me to Perſia, to gain 
ſome intelligence concerning you ; but little did ſhe 
expect that I ſhould meet with you in her own do- 
minions : and, ah! what joy ſhe will experience, 
when the is informed of my ſucceſs. Deign to re- 
main here, my Prince, till I go into the village, 
and procure a dreſs more ſuitable to the dignity of 
Shaſcliman, and allo a litter to convey you to Grand 


Cairo. When cvery thing was arranged for their 
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but even in theſe reaſonable expectations, the 
periecuted Prince was diſappointed ; for early the 
next day, as they were paihing through a gloomy de- 
left, they were {tt priſed by a large party of robbers; 
who, after robbing and {tripping them, impriſoned 
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them in a deep pit. This misfortune overwhelmed 
the ſlave, and he expreſſed his affliction in loud com- 
plaints. The Prince remained long in a profound 
filence ; but at length, wiſhing to conſole his com. 
panion, he ſaid, why doſt thou grieve thus immo- 
derately? Is it the approach of death that terrihes 
thee? ——<©< Ah! no,” replied the ſlave; © the 
approach of death raiſes no terror in my mind; 
but how can I be inſenſible to the rigour of your 
fate? How think of your royal mother; and . not 
weep?” © Have courage,” anſwered the Prince; 
* the decrees of the Omnipotent muſt be fulfilled! 
The numerous misfortunes which have already be- 
fallen ne, were all marked in the book of fate; 
and if my death, in this horrible dungeon, is alfo 
marked, what earthly power can avert the blow! 
It becomes us, therefore, to be reſigned.” In this 


_ dreadful ſituation, the Prince and the ſlave paſſed two 


days and nights, without food, 
But notwithſtanding that Shaſcliman was ſunk 


thus low, the all-ſeeing eye of Providence {till 
watched over his life, and conducted the Sultan, in 
his purſuit of a deer, to the brink of this pit. One 
of the huntſmen, who firſt reached the place, ard 
ſeized the prey, thought he heard a plaintive voice 
iſſue from the bottom of the pit; he drew nearer, 
and liſtening more attentively, was convinced that 
he was not miſtaken, as he now diſtinctly heard a 
human voice complaining. He haſted to inform his 
ſov.:cign of this extraordinary circumſtance and 
Benſirak inſtantly gave orders for ſome of his people 
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to deſcend into the pit, and diſcover the cauſe of 
this ſtrange noiſe. They obeyed ; and were greatly 
ſhocked at ſeeing two fellow-creatures lying in a 
dreadful languiſhing ſtate at the bottom of the pit. 
They conveyed them inſtantly into the open air; 
and the Sultan, after contemplating them ſome 
time, with looks expreſſive of great compaſſion, 
thought he knew the ſlave, and aſked him whether 
he was not his Queen Chamſada's favourite Perſian 
ſlave? © I am, Sire,” anſwered he; “ and I was 
returning to Grand Cairo with the treaſure I went 
in ſearch of, when I had the misfortune to be aſ- 
failed by a deſperate ſet of ruſſians, who ſtripped me 
and my companion of all we poſſeſſed, and then 
threw us into that deep pit, which we conſidered as 
our ſepulchre.” “ And who is this companion of 
your misfortune ?*” aſked the Sultan. He is ſon 
to the woman who had the honour to nurſe your 
royal conſort,” anſwered the ſlave, with ſome heſi- 
tation, © and finding his mother dead, I brought 
him along with me, with a deſign to procure him 
lome employment in your highneſs's court.” 

After the monarch had given orders for every aſ- 
ſiſtance to be afforded them, which their feeble ſtate 
required, he parted from them, and returned to 
Grand Cairo. On his arrival, he flew inſtantly to 
Chamſada, to acquaint her with the adventure of 
her ave, He told her that his journey to Perſia had 
been ſucceſsful; for that he had found the treaſure 
he went in queſt of. This account delighted her; 
but at that part of his relation where ſhe heard he 
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and a ſtrange youth, who accompanied him from 
Perſia, had been thrown, by a band of robbers, into 
a deep pit, the colour that had been long fluctuating 
— 

in her cheeks, totally forſook them; her limbs trem-— 
bled under her, and ſhe found it utterly impoſſible 
to conceal any longer, from the penetrating eye of 
her huſband, the agitation of her ſoul, He had, at 
firſt, perceived that the ſtruggled with her feelings 
appear calm; hut now that they burſt forth, he 
inquired tenderly into the cauſe of her extreme ſor— 
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your treaſure,” added he; © for you cannot have 
forgotten that you are ſole miſtreſs 0: ull I polleſs 7" 
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« ſwear by your royal * anſwered the Queen, 
0 glorious Sultan! at I — [eve leis for the loſs 
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of my treaſure than br that of 


ſlave, of whoſe untimely death J have been: 


cauſe. Ah! do not upbraid me for weeping; my 


heart is endowed with ſenſibility, and J (hall 
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nity, it raiſed no ſuſpicions in his mind. 
As ſoon as the ſlave arrived, he 1 ed the Prince 


in his houſe, and haſtened to inform thee other of 
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happy ſucce of his journey. He related to her 
orovidential manner in which the general opi- 
n of the Prince's death had been contradicted; 
he related alſo how miracntoully the Prince had been 
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The en load „ experienced a thou- 
ſand tumultuous ſenſations during this intereſting 
norraiive ; but the knowledge that her fon was now 

baniſhed the painful idea of his paſt misfortunes 
from her mind, and calmed her troubled breaſt.— 
One thing, however, {till diſturbed her, which was, 
the cvriviity her ſon's appearance had raiſed in the 
Mitan's mind; and ſhe anxiouſly inquired how the 
Nave had ſatisfied it, without giving riſe to danger- 
ous: {uſpicions? © Alas!“ anſwereil he, “ I was 
odlived to utter a falſehood, and tell him that the 
Prin. - was your nurſe's fon 3 and that I was bring- 
ing him to Grand-Cairo, to procure for him a place 
at your 1 „ C2 => wiſe, and faithful 
ri x he grateful Chamſada, her eyes 


bathed 1-tcais, “ teach me to repay che eternal oblt- 
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tachment and zeal ; watch over his precious life, 
and reſtore him to his wonted health and beauty.” 

The benevolent ſtave reiterated his promiſes of 
performing what the Princeſs required, with the 
greateſt fidelity and attention; and being no cour- 
tier, he performed even more than he had promiſed, 
The duty he had impoſed on himſelf was, however, 
a difficult one; for what care and attention are ne- 
ceſſary to repair a conſtitution ſo undermined by a 
long ſeries of mental and corporeal ſufferings! He 
made it his only ſtudy, and his indefatigable Pains 
were, at laſt, crowned with the wiſhed-for ſucceſs, 
Moderate exerciſe, and nouriſhing food, ſoon re- 
ſtored the young Prince to health; nature regained 
its former force, and gave to his body and mind 
their wont@! energy; his original charms returned 
to his us formed perſon, and the moſt beautiful of 
Queens again poſſeſſed the moſt beautiful of ſons, 

Sympathy ſoon attached the Sultan to him; he 
made him a page, and in a ſhort time he became ſo 
great a favourite, that the monarch diſtinguiſhed him 
from the reit, by keeping him coatinually near his 
perſon. He took great delight in converſing of his 
good qualities, and was perpetually praiſing him to 
the grandees of his court, in order to inſpire them 
with the ſame fondneſs for his favourite. 

Theſe warm praiſes were frequently delivered in 
Chamſada's preſence; and what dreadful combats | 


did the continual reſtraint ſhe impoſed on herſelf 


cauſe in her anxious heart! She lived in the molt 


painful reſtraint ; as ſhe was often in company with 
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her ſon, without daring to throw her eyes on him, 
leſt the ſecret of her heart ſhould eſcape through 
them; though ſhe ſuffered greatly from theſe conti- 
nual ſtruggles, yet it was bliſs to her to hear the ſoft 
ſound of his voice, and fit in the ſame room with 
him. She watched his ſteps when he paſſed by her 
apartment, and prayed ardently for aa opportunity 
to vent the pent-up feelings of her buriting heart. 
One day, being alone, and ſeeing him approach 
the door of her apartment, ſhe thought her wiſh was 
accompliſhed, and Jew into his arms; and thinking 


herſelf free from all abſervation; the fell on his neck, 


and yielded to all the tranſports of her maternal af- 
fection; and while ſhe held him in her arms, ſhe 
thought herſelf richly paid, by this moment of rap- 
ture, for the long years of anguiſh and pain the had 
endured. 

But whilſt this happy mother was indulging the 
ſoft emotions of natural affection, imminent danger 
lurked around her. A miniſter, who at that mo- 
ment accidentally came out of a neighbouring apart- 
ment, was a filent witneſs of this impaſſioned fcene. 
He was aſtonithed. What, is it Chamſada, 
that mod-! of all female excellence, who is laviſhing 
her careſſes on a vile Perſian flave?” It could not 
be! and yet he was well acquainted with the Prin- 
cels's perſon, and was certain that it was the door 
of her private apartment —*© It muſt be her!” He 
then haſted to the Sultan, anxious to reveal the im- 
portant ſceret which chance had thus diſcloſed to 
lm; for the honour of his royal maſter was very 
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dear to him; let it be alſo remembered, that the 
charming page had rivalled him in Benfirak's fav our. 

« Augult ſoverei an, cricd he, as he entered, 
trembling with haſte, “ behold your ſlave, ſtill ter— 
rified with the recollection of a crime that his eyes 
have juſt beheld! Your honour obliges me, Sire, 
to reveal to you the wy of your adored Cham 
ſada; for in pafling by the door of her apartment, ] 


* 


{aw her encirclcd in 4 arms of your Perſian {lave, 
careſſing him, and 3 his careſſes.“ 

Thoſe who are acquainted with the tyrannic em— 
pire of the paſſions over the mind of a miohty mo- 
narch, may eafily conceive the effect this account 

z EI. - T * [ * 4 4 
produced in the enamoured heart of the aft tmniſhed 
Suftan. His rage was fo great, that it could not 


Had words for a long time, and when he broke this 


fearful ſilance, he ordered, in a dreadful voice, the 
youth into his preſence, He appeared, and his ex- 
treme conſuſon was ſuch a confirmation of his 
guilt, that Benfirak commandcd him inſtantly to be 
thrown into priſon; the poor Perſian flave was again 
doomed to ſhare the fame fate, as he was ſuſpected 
to the crime. Ah!” exclaimed 
the Sultan, “ what a horrid ſcene of treaſon arid 


? 
hen, 
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ypocriiy have 1 cdiicovered! {he treaſure t 
1 

was this boy, whom he breught to Egypt, to dil- 


honour my bed and throne!” He then, almoſt 


. . } * Fs 7 3 151 9 : 
which that hoary villain went to Perſia in ſcarch of, 


breathleſs with rage and grief, flew to the Princeſs's 


apartment ; and after og lome moments wildly 


in her face, cricd, © What is become of the wo- 
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man, 
utmoſt extremity of the globe! The woman, whoſe 
iſdom, chaſtity, and love, formed the glory of my 
and the model that every female was proud 
ler! By what means has the miracle of all 
perfecion buen ſullied in a moment? And 
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whole virtucs and fame had reſounded to the 


ould ſhe, who was more precious to me than 


cron, merit the deteſtation of a world, whoſe 


un eſt admiration ſhe had always excited? I 
bean, alas! a dupe to appearances, when [I 


ried in the unſpotted ame of the woman I held 


tm heart. But, from henceſorward, I ſhall 


letelt yvarir whole tex, and hold in abhorrence not 
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tl, Witch Sumanſha had imprudently hrit af- 


ne bad continued te duiemble, leſt the 
: acc kind benefactor ihould be 
lure of this impoſture; ſhe had 
10 never to re e this impor- 
Great God!” exclaimed ſhe, (half 
itugoales in her mind between 
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her deſire to ſave her ſon, and that of preſerving her 
uncle's character from all ſtain) “ what ſtep can I 
take? I am reſolved not to offend the manes of my 
more than father; yet how can I endure the death of 
my child, or the loſs of my own reputation? Oh 
heavenly wiſdom! Divine goodneſs! ſole reſource 
of oppreſſed innocence ! to thee I raiſe my voice! in 
thee I place my truſt! for thou haſt already, by un- 
foreſeen means, ſnatched my ſon from the jaws of 
death ! Yet he has fallen again into imminent danger ; 
and the fatality of his ſtars has alſo precipitated my 
faithful flave and myſelf into the ſame perilous ſitu— 
ation. O father of mercy! preſerve Shaſeliman 
from an unmerited death, and clear Chamſada's 
fame from the horrid imputations that now tarniſh 
it! And thou, O great Prophet, who beareſt all 
true Muſſelmen in thy heart, employ thy ſacred in- 
fluence, that this fervent prayer may reach the eter- 
nal's throne! ſince no earthly power can unravel 
the fatal myſtery which cauſes all our ſorrows.” Af- 
ter ſhe had uitered this invocation to the Omnipo- 
tent, her mind grew more compoſed; ſhe placed 
confidence in the ſupreme diſpoſer of all events, and 
reſigned her fate into his hands. 

In the mean time, the ſoul of the Sultan was torn 
with incertitude; as he could not bring his tortured 
mind to any determination. The mere idea of in- 
flicting any puniſhment on Chamſada was death to 
him; for the more he endeavoured to extinguiſh his 
paſſion, the more force it gained, or the more he 


was convinced ot her abſolute empire over his heart; 
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and being inceſlantly agitated by theſe conflicting 
paſſions, he loſt both his repoſe and health. His 
nurſe, who reſided till in the palace, and whoſe age 
and experience had acquired her his Majeſty's eſteem 
and confidence, enjoyed the privilege of approach» 
ing his perſon whenever ſhe pleaſed. This good 
woman ſoon perceived that the monarch was con- 
ſumed by ſome ſecret ſorrow; and thus addreſſed 


him : 
« What grief, my ſon, preys on your mind! 
for I perceive that your natural diſpoſition is quite 
altered. Your favourite amuſements have now no 
charms for you; the exerciſe of riding and hunting, 
that uſed to divert you fo highly, now only diſguſt 
you. You no longer afſemble your court, and the 
chearful ſound of mulic, and rejoicings, is ſilent in 
your palace. Open your heart to me, my ſon, and 
lodge your cares in my faithful boſom; as my ex- 
perience may, perhaps, ſuggeſt ſomething at leaſt to 
alle viate your ſorow. My ancient and long- proved 
attachment to your Majeity mould make you depend 
on my ſecreſy and diſcretion; contide to me, there- 
fore, the cauſe oſ your unealineſs; for the mind of 
man 1s often diſturbed by the phantom of care, which 
might vaniſh before my experience and advice.“ 
Though the Prince placed the greateſt confidence 
in his good nurſe, and entertained a high opinion of 
the qualities of both her head and heart, he felt an 
Invincible repugnance againit confeſſing the cauſe of 
his wretchedneſs; for he muit have ſpoken ill of 
Chamſada ; and the base idea of acculing her of a 
K 6 
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crime, made the deep wound in his heart bleed 
afreſh. However, this wiſe old woman was not 
diſcouraged by the ill ſucceſs her firſt attempt met 
with ; ſhe watched every opportunity to ſpeak to 
her Prince; and the affectionate looks ſhe frequently 
gave him, affected his heart, though they had not 
the deſired effect. 

At length, giving up all hopes of ohtaining the Sul- 
tan's ſecret from himſelſ, and concludivg that Cham- 
ſada was acquainted with it, the thought it would 
be leſs difficult to obtain the ſecret from a womar 
ſhe therefore went to viſit her. To her great "h 
priſe, ſhe found the Sultana oppreſſed by ſtill greater 
affliction than that which devoured her royal conſort. 
She employed every method in her power to merit 
Chamſada's confidence; but on her preſerving the 
moſt obſtinate ſilence, ſhe thus addreſſed her, in the 
molt perſuaſive tone: © Ah! my dear daughter, 
why this cruel reſerve, with one who fo tenderly 
loves you? Have you then no refpect for my gray 
hairs? If the iron hand of time has traced theſe 
deep furrows on my brow, it has alſo endued my 
mind with wiſdom, and deprived my pailions- of 
their power over my judgement; therefore, my 
counſel wouid be dictated only by prudence and 
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wildom. Chat Ii: {ada MAS moved 5 thous! T1 not con- 


vinced, and anſwered her in theſe words: © My 
ſecret is very heavy, my deareſt nurle; it weighs ON 
my heart; but ſtill it is impoſiible tor me to conſide 
it to you; for, before I would truſt you with it, I 


muſt be certain that it would be incloiſcd for ever in 
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the inmoſt receſſes of your heart. Oh! believe 
me,” replied the good woman, “ ſhall never reveal 
this important ſecret, if you will deign to make it no 
longer one to her who intereſts herſelf fo warmly 
ſor your happineſs!” Chamſada was affected by 
theſe entreaties, and related to her, with an agitated 
voice, that the Sultan, by an unfortunate concur- 
rence of circumitances, had been led to conceive 
ſuſpicions injurious to her honour; and that the 
object of his jcalouſy was no other than her beloved 
ſon Shaſcliman. She afterwards related the impoſ- 
ture which had been invented by her uncie; and 
carried on by herſolf, relative to his death, and her 
motives for not now divulging this fatal fecret. 

© Oh, great Prophet! I thank you!“ exclaim- 
ed the nurſe! © and praiſed be Mahomet for giving 
us only chimeras to combat with! Have courage, 


my daughter,” continued ſhe, ““ and the darkneſs 


which now ſurrounds you will ſoon be diſſipated ; 
for, already, the horizon is illumined by the bright 
fun of truth!” © Ah, my deareſt nurſe, that time 
is very diitant ; for how would it be now poſſible to 
zerſuade the Sultan that the youth he has impriſon= 
d, ane perhaps fentenced to death; is my fon?— 


No; I ſhould be accuſed of hypocriſy, and I had 


rather both our lives ſhould be forfeited, than run 
the uk of being ſuſpected of ſuch a crime.” © I 
admire your delicacy,” returned the good woman 
„but the Precautions I thall uſe, will prevent its 
receivii.2 the ſlighteſt wound.“ She then 1nitantly 
repaircd to the Sultan, whom ſhe tound in the ſame 
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ſtate of depreſſion as when ſhe had laſt ſeen him; 
ſhe took him by the hand, embraced him, and ſpoke 
to him in the following words: 

« O my Prince, your conſtant grief wounds 
me to the ſoul; and I conjure you, by the name of 
the holy Prophet, and by that of the divine Koran, 
to inform me of the real cauſe of the forrow which 
devours you.” The Sultan could not reſiſt the force 
of theſe carneit entreaties, and diſcloſed the cauſe of 
all his ſufferings. 

« I loved Caamfada,” exclaimed he, © with the 
warmeſt attection! her beauty, her grace, her vir- 
tues, her thouſand perfections, were to me like a 
delicious garden, in which my thoughts wandered 
with delight; but now this paradiſiacal region is 
changed into a barren deſert, where only hideous 
moniters, and 1ri-htful precipices preſent themſelves 
to my view. Chamſada is faithleis! Chamfada, 
whom I adored, and whom, to my ſhame, I till 
love, has forgotten her plighted vows, which ſhe 
made in the face of both God and man, and has be- 
ſtowed her heart on à vile flave. Benſirak is fallen 
from the ſummit of bliſs into an abyſs of miſery, in 
which he is tormented by a thouſand hends, My in- 
Jured honour calls alou:l for vengeance on the cul- 
prits ; but my ſmothered tenderneſs whifpers indul- 
gence, and reminds me, that the ſame blow which 
deprives Chamſada of life, will be fatal alſo to my 
own!“ | 

«© Beware,” anſwered the good woman, of in- 
eurring the cternal reproaches of your conſcience, 
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by executing precipitately any dreadful ſentence. 
Thoſe whom you think culpable are ſecure, and you 
incur no danger by allowing yourſelf time to examine 
this important affair maturely. Time, ſays the pro- 
verb, is the wiſeſt of all counſellors ; and aided by 
patience, often brings to light the moſt extraordinary 
and unexpected things.” © Ah! my good nurſe, 
what diſcovery can time and patience poſſibly bring 
to light ? and what diſcovery could invalidate certain 
facts? No; it is but too evident that Chamſada loves 
the Perſian ſlave; for ſhe took advantage of my 
conſtant love, and unbounded confidence in her, to 
gain my permiſſion to ſend for this minion to diſho- 
nour me.” Calm your mind, I beſeech you,“ 
reſumed the nurſe, “ for I would pledge my life on 
the Sultana's innocence, notwithſtanding appear- 
ances are ſo much againſt her. Know then, my 
ſon, that I poſſeſs the power of enabling you to read 
the heart of the Sultana, as eaſily as you can a book. 
Order an agret ® to be brought to me, whoſe heart 
[ will tear out, and put you in poſſeſſion of; and 
when Chamſada fhall be profoundly aſleep, you muſt 
apply this heart to hers. She will then be obliged 
to ſpeak the truth; and it will be impoſſible for her 
to avoid candidly anſwering every queſtion you chuſe 
to aik her.” This plan afforded the troubled mind 
of Benſirak ſome relief, though he did not expect to 
diſcover any thing that could diſpel his jealous doubts. 
He inſtantly gave orders, however, for an agret to 


* A bird, who earrics a tuft on his head. 
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be procured ; and when it was brought to him, he 
ſent it to his nurſe. She received it joy fully, and 
tore out 1is heart, While the was performing this 
ſimple operation, ſhe repeated a magical conjuration, 
and atterwards preſented. to the Sultan the warm 
heart of the bird. 

Scarce had night ſpread her ſable curtain over the 
drowſy. world, when Chamſada, wiſhing to loſe a 
ſenſe of her woes, aifmilied her attendants, and re- 
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murdered in his infancy, by his uncle Balavan: the 
King, your uncle, aſſured me of it.“ © It is true,” 
returned ſhe, “ that he was wounded dangerouſiy 
but not mortally ; and when, by the {kill of his phy: 
ſicians, he was reſtored to perfect health, his reco- 
very was carefully concealed from the cruel murderes 
Balavan. My uncle wrote this falſehood to you, to 
make Balavan appear more odious, and prevent you 
But what motive had 

aſked the Sultan, 


from eſpouſing his cauſe. 
you for confirming this report, 
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leſt ihe diſcovery of his impoſture {hould tarniſh his 
unſpotted fame. Heaven knows, eee the 
Sultana, „What combats I have endured, and how 
this ſecret has preſſed on my heart; a heart almoſt 
broken by the inviolable ſilence honour has impoſed.“ 
The Sultan, enraptured at this unexpected diſcoxrery, 
which had, like a magical wand, in an inſtant dif- 
ſoftly retired. As ſoon 
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doors. The vaultechoed with theſe ominous ſounds ; 
and Shaſeliman, thinking that his hour was at length, 
arrived, expected that an ignoble death would ſoon 
terminate his ſorrowful exiſtence. © Great God!“ 
he exclaimed, © my life is in thy hands; diſpoſe of 
it as thou ſeeſt beſt but ſave Chamſada! fave my 
beloved mother!“ 

As ſoon as the Prince was dragge into the pre- 
ſence of the dreaded Sultan, the monarch frew to- 
wards him, and uncovered his boſon, to ſearch for 
the ſcar left there by the deep wound given him by 
his uncle. He ſoon found it, and all his doubts be- 
ing then diſſipated, he exclaimed, in a tranſport of 
joy, Oh, praiſed for ever be thc Eternal, tor hav 
ing preſerved his grateful ſervant from the dreadful 
crime that he was on the point of committing !— 
And thou, holy Prophet; who in conſideration of 
Chamſada's exalted virtues, has procured me this 
favour, add to it, I entreat thee, the power of ef- 
facing the recollection of the injury I have done her 
virtue, and the grief I have cauſed two innocent be- 
ings? He then threw himiclt into Shaſeliman's 
arms, ſaying, © Come to my heart, thou erſecut- 
ed, unt:ppy Prince; and may thy image be there 
etcrnaily united with that of thy mother; ſo that 


my inf iender affections may be concentred in one 
object.” | 

When the tumult which this bleſſed diſcovery had 
given ric io, was a little ſublided, Benſirak requelt- 


ed tie Prince to relate tv him the extraordinary events 
that had ſaved him, when on the eve of falling a ſa- 
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erifice to the malevolent deſigns of his barbarous 
uncle. Shaſeliman recited his adventures with ſo 
much elegance, and ſuch judicious remarks dropped 
from him during the recital, as ſoon convinced the 
Sultan that he was worthy of calling Chamſada 
mother; and he now glowed with 1mpatience to 
preſent him to her. 

During this time, the Sultana's ſlumbers had been 
frequently diſturbed by dreadful dreams. One mo- 
ment, ſhe thought that ſhe was confeſſing the fatal 
ſecret to her huſband ; and that ſuddenly Seliman- 
ſha ſtarted up before her, and with a ſtern, killing 
look, upbraided her with perjury! The next mo- 
ment ſhe ſaw the murdered Prince he bjceding at her 
feet, and her enraged huſband pointing the deadly 
weapon towards her own heart. In this manner 
was the Sultana's repoſe diſturbed by her too active 
imagination, when ſhe was rouſed by what appeared 
to her only a variation of the viſion. 

The door ſuddenly flew open, and her apartment 
was inſtantly filled by a croud of ſlaves, furniſhed 
each with a lighted taper, Then entered the Sultan, 
holding by the hand the Prince, who was clothed in 
the molt ſumptuous manner ; on his head he wore a 
moſt ſuperb turban, in which was placed all the mo- 
narch's moſt valuable jewels, that he never wore 
but on high feſtivals. Chamſada thought that ſhe 
was ſtill dreaming, aud almoſt breathleſs with ſur- 
priſe, watched for the moment when this brilliant 
ſcene would change into a dreary dungeon. She 
was, however, ſoon convinced of its reality by the 
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warm embraces of Benſirak; —_ preſſed her tondly 
in his arms, and exclaimed, © Oh! my ador: able 
Chaimfada ! dry thy tears, and behold th y ſon, whom 
Heaven, in Pity to your mutual faiferings, has vouch- 
ſafed to diſcover to me; and forgive thy huſband 
Os tor the injurious "JOE rake he entertained 
againſt thy unſpotted virtue!“ Chamſada's delighted 
eyes were alternately fixed on her beloved ſon and 
altechonate confort; and the rapture which took 
pRiieition of her mind, was too big for utterance, 


{hey were all ſupremely h Fe PUR 
85 Were A ſupre ne 1 IQP PV ; In. yie Knead, With. 


1 he 
out reitraint, to the delight which this unhoped-for 
diſcovery had produced. The wiſe nurſe, received 
the grateſul thanks of the delighted pair; and was 
more eſteemed and beloved by them than ever. The 
faithful Perſian flave alſo, was bountifully rewarded 


for his important ſervices. 

Soon after this eventful night, the Sultan aſſem- 
bled a choſen troop of ſoldiers, and putting himſelf 
at thcir head, he accompanied Shaſeliman to Periia, 
This formidable army was preceded by heralds, who 
announced to the people that Benſirak, the potent 
monarca of Egypt, was come to place Shafeliman 
on his rightful throne, which had been fo long 
niurped by the bloud-thirity Balavan. Scarcely had 
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they entered the frontiers, when a party of ſaithfu 
Mutilulmen ; who revercd the memory of their be- 
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gemble his troops, to give battle to the formidable 
enemy. But the reiterated ſummons was not obey- 
ed; and the tyrant ſaw himſelf reduced to the ne- 
ceſſity of ſhutting I up in the capital, with his 
© guards, and the * bjects who remained in 
it. But if the Oe 1e, when purſued by ſuperior 
force, are often Overcome, what hope remains for 
ne Wicked ö 

beſieged on every ſide; and Ba- 
lavan, whoſe many cruelties had drawn on him the 
his ſubicts, was ſoon given up, by thoſe 
who ſurrounded hi . Pei ſon, tO mne me rey of the Sul- 
tan. Benſirak turned, his eyes with horror from the 
light ol a moi wk who had ſullied the name of roy- 
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by ſelf-reproach, and the forebodings of deſpair, til! 
the awful moment when he was ſentenced to be hurl- 
ed from the dreadful tower. His blood ſtained the 
projecting rocks; and the wild beaſts devoured his 
mangled limbs. | 
In the mean time, the happy Shaſeliman was 
peaceably ſeated on the throne of his forefathers, and 
degan a proſperous reign ; the wiſdom and juſtice of 
which recalled to the memory of the Perſians the 
ſublime qualities of their renowned Caliph. After 
the Sultan of Egypt had reſided a few days at Ifpa- 
han, to witneſs his ſon-in-law's happineſs, he took 
an affectionate farewell of him, and returned to his 
own kingdom, where the joyful tidings he brought, 
and his beloved preſence, inſpired the charming 
Chamſada with the molt keart-felt delight. No cloud 
afterwards aroſe to trouble the bliſs of this deſerving 
pair, till arrived at the term of all human grandeur, 
they ſlept in the tomb of their anceſtors, and enjoy- 
ed, in another world, the heavenly bliſs reſerved for 


all true Muſſulmen. 
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The Hiſtory of the Heraic Slave. 


K aram was a benevolent monarch, and did not 
place a blind confidence in the adminiſtration of his 
Vizirs and Cadis; and frequently ſtole out of his pa- 
lace in diſguiſe, accompanied only by two faithful 
eunuchs, in order to ſearch into the gievances of his 
ſubjects. Providence, one night, conducted him 
near a ſmall barred window, from whence the ſound 
of a plaintive voice ſtruck his ear. On inquiring of 
the eunuchs what the building was from whence 
proceeded the voice, he learnt that it was a priſon, 
where men, convicted of murder, were confined. 
He then approached the window, and liſtened with 
the greateſt attention to diſtinguiſh the words that 
accompanied this diſmal voice, which ſeemed to iſ- 
ſue from the bowels of the earth. Theſe words ſoon 
met his attentive ear : 

« Almighty Father! Thou, who watcheſt over 
the fate of the diſconſolate wretch, deſerted by the 
whole world, wilt thou ſuffer the innocent to un- 
dergo an undeſerved puniſhment ! Thou art mer- 
ciſul, and doſt not deſpiſe the meaneſt of thy crea- 
tures, and liſteneſt with pity to the complaints even 
of a worm. ——Oh! liſten, then, to the complaints 
of thy faithful ſlave; and if his death is not already 
ordained, avert the fatal blow!“ 

A ſilence, interrupted by ſighs and groans, ſuc- 
ceeded this ardent, affecting prayer. The King 
then returned to his palace, deeply affected by theſe 
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mournful lamentations; he retired to his apartment, 
and ſought repoſe in vain; for his mind was agi— 
tated by this extraordinary adventure, and he wiſhed 
for the morning with great carneſtneſs, that he might 
clear up this diſtreſſing myſtery. 

As ſoon as the dawning day had tinged the horizon 
with its glowing hues, the impatient monarch aroſe, 
and diſpatched a ſummons to his miniſters. When 
they were aſſembled, he aa to them the melan- 
choly ſoliloquy he had accidentally heard; he deſcrib- 
ed to them, allo, the = TE hence it had pro- 
ceeded, and ordered them to repair to the priſon, 
and make ſtrict inquiries concerning the priſoner, 
and the crime for which he was condemned to for- 
teit his life. They obcyed; and on their return, 


x * 


informed him thaw: the criminal was ſentenced to 


Tuffer death that very morning, for MN commit— 


%§²˙²⁹ Ü 
ted murder; which horrid crime was proved beyond 
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but not being able to alledge any 


at this account; 8 


thing againſt the juſtice of the ſentence, be took 
no farther itcp to prevent its being immediately ex- 
ecuted. 

The innocent flave was therefore ſoon after drawn 
from his dungeon. He walked to the place of exCc- 
cution with a ſteady ſtep, and a firm countenance, 
with his eyes turnc ed towards Heaven, where he 
alone had any hope. He arrived, amidit the ſhouts 
and inſults of the mob, to the foot of the fatal croſs; 


and his unteeling executioners had juſt looſed his 
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chains, and began to undreſs him, when an alarm- 
ing noiſe ſuddenly changed the aſpe of this ſcene 
of death. 

A party of formidable enemies, who had long 
lurked around the city, with a deſign to ſurpriſe it, 
determined to take advantage of this opportunity, 
when the people were engaged by this ſpeQacle. 
They all iſſued, therefore, at this moment, like a 
torrent from their ambuſcades, and ruſhing impetu- 
oully on the guards ſtationed at the principal gate of 
the city, diſperſ-d them quickly, and paſſed tflrough 
It, without any difficulty. They then darted unex- 
peed! „ on the aſtoniſhed con who all either fell 


under the ſword, or wer: en priſoners; the only 
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ne world cif, He threw hiaifelf . 10 holpi- 
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ſlumbers were, however, frequently diſturbed by 
his agitated imagination ; which figured to his mind 
his paſt imminent danger as {till preſent; and the 
feartul viſion of bloody ſwords, and purſuing ene- 
mies, ſoon awoke him. Though his reſt was di- 
ſturbed, yet he felt happy in thinking, that it was 
but a dream that had thus agitated him. On throw- 
ing his eyes around, he perceived that he was lying 
oppolite the entrance of a givomy cavern ; two flam- 
ing torches ſtood at the mouth of it, and ſpread a 
dreary glimmering light around, without ditſipating 
the obſcurity. Theſe ſtrange lipits created -fome 
ſurpriſe in the ſlave's boſom, which was auginented 
to aſtoniſhment, when he [aw them move flowly to— 
wards him, Too ſoon, however, he diſcovered 
that theſe brilliant lights were the fiery eyes of an 


enormous lion that was now within a few paccs Of 


him. He was withont arms, and could make no 
defence. The majeitic animal looked at him for 
ſome moments, and then twiiting his tail round his 
body, flung him acroſs his back, am haitencd to his 
den. When the tremendous animal arrived there, 
he threw down the poor affrighied man, and running 
back to the laurel-tree, tore it up by the roots, and 
laid it at the mouth of the den. Having in tas 
manner ſecured the entrance, he flew into the ncigh- 
bouring foreſt to ſcek his female, whote ravenous 
appetite had made her Wander from her young. 
The mouth of the cavern was cuinplutcly blocked 
up by the body of the tree, whule enormous bulk 
fruſtrated cvery attempt the tlave wade to ſet hiniſclf 
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at liberty. Two growling cubs lay in a corner of 
the den; the light of whoſe eyes diſcloſed to the ſlave 
the numberleſs human carcalles and bones with 
which the den was ſtrewed; his heart ſunk within 
him at this ſight, and he thought that his death was 
now inevitable. Nevertheleſs, this idea did not 
daunt his natural courage; he was a true and faith- 
ful Muſſulman; and turning his face towards the 
ſouth, he addreſſed a prayer to the holy prophet, 
with as much n and 2 as it he had ben in a 
moigue, or in a place of the greateſt ſecurity. 

This act of devotion reſtored him all his wonted 
preſence of mind, and he felt himſelf filled with 


=Y JJV 0 © . 3 f. 
confidence towards the diene arbitrator of his fate. 
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ſaw many rich 1008, ANG CORY Ornaments, that had 


elonged to the u nhappy victims who had periſhed 


untimely in this horrid den, He ſearched into them, 
in hopes of tinding ſome weapon of defence; in 
this expectation he was clappointed; but in the 
courle of his ſearch, ke icund a ilint, and a picee of 
| ie ſight of theſæ things ſuggeſted a ſcheme 
to him, and the mere idea that his efcape was pol- 
ible, animated him with fresh COUFAgE. He af- 
ſembled a heap of the dry moſs with which the den 
was Covered; ard waiter laying it at the entrance, he 
ſtruck fire with his flint and iron, and applying it t9 
the mols, it was quickly im a flame. The hre ſoon 
Penetrated the roots of the tice, and increaſing 
with incredible rapidity, reached the trunk, that in- 
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ſtantly caught fire; in a few moments its equilibrium 


was deſtroyed, and falling down with : ble 
cruſh, it left the entrance free. Sufficient 1; * 
entered the cavern, to enable the ſlave to perccive a 


bow and arrow, and a ſabre, lying on the ground; 


he ſnatched them up; and elated with joy, ran pre— 


* % 


Cipitately out of the cave, bleſſing the Almighty, in 
his heart, for reſtoring him once more to 1ib: ty. 
He had not, however, left this drendfu! dy cling 
many moments, When he ſaw the lion er 
ſteps of it; the lioneſs was alſo in ſigut; ind they 
were both haitening towards him. In lis extre- 
mity, flight being impoſſible, he d:termined to de- 
fend himſelf; he therefore place back againſt a 
tree, and held his bow in his han! ans pressed, 


the angry lion darted on him; but initead of feizin; 
; CI 


his prey, he met the fatal arrow ; it reached his 


heart, and he fell to the ground, howling in the ago— 
nies of death. No ſooner had the e irecd himſelf 


from this imminent danger, than another equally 
great threatencd him. Ihe jtoncis was now not very 
diſtant from him; he aimed an arrow at her alſo. 


* 
7 
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It only wounded her slightly, which animating the 
ferocious animal with freſh rage, the threw herſelf 
with dreadful fury on the poor ſlave. Yet even then 
his preſence of mind did not forſake him; and pul- 
ling his poniard hatiiy from the ſcabbard, he plung- 
ed it into the enormous ſides of the enraged bealt ; 
ſhe fell, and before the could riſe, he, with a ſingle 
ſtroke of his ſabre, ſevered one of her fore- feet from 


. 


her body. The vanquiſhed bcait lay weltering 18 
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her blood, and writhed her unweildy bulk with ex- 
treme anguiſh; the air reſounded with her ſierce 
by 
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den; and alter cloting the entrance will. fone of the 
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remaining. branches of the laurel-tree, he want tn 
_ 


ſearch of a ſtream to quench his thirit. Providence 
ſtill befriended him; as he not only found means to 


| ſatisſy his thirſt, but his hunger allo; for the neigh- 
i bourhoud was full of fruit-trees. Aſter this ſeaſon- 
able refreſhment, the happy flave, armed with his 
ö 


bow and arrow, and plentifully furniſhed with riches, 
turned his ſteps towards his native country. In the 


ö courſe of a few days, he arrived there. He repair- 


ed to the delling of his moſt intimate friend, who 
having long mourned his death, received him with 
joy and altoniſhment. The ſlave related his CX traor- 
dinary adventure, and his miraculous preſervation; 
and prevaiicd on his f. lend to return with him to the 
cavern, and take poll; n of the immenſe riches it 
Comand. Wen the Have had ſecured this invalu- 
ad. treaſure he employed it to relicve the diſtreſſes 


C: MS elo W-ercatutes; he built a grand caravanſara 
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over the den, to afford an aſylum to the pilgrims and 
travellers who were obliged to paſs that way ; and of 
a dwelling of Monſters, he made a temple of hoſpi— 
tality. 

Sire, added Aladdin, when he had finiſhed his 
relation, © obſerve how miraculouſly this perſecuted 
fave was delivered from an undeſerved death, and 
the imminent danger of being devoured by ravenous 
beaſts; obſerve alſo, that his cruel perjured enemies, 
Who longed ardently to behold his unmcrited puniſh— 
ment, were ſu ade nly deſtroyed, and juſtly maſſacred, 
Ine king was allo juſtly bas by the coniide- 
ravie Joſs he ſuſtaincd, or not exa mining himſelf 
into the crimes of a man, whoſe artleſs complaints 
reached his heart, without having any uſeful effect 


27 


on his conduct. 

Bohctzad was greatly diſtreſſed; the wiſe reſlcc- 
tions V Jin Aladdin's hiſtory ſuggeſted, and the art- 
ful miſrepreſentation- of his miniſters, had raiſed the 
moſt dreadful conflicts in his mind. A perſuafive, 
gentle voice pleaded for the youth in the monarch's 
breaſt, and condemned the ſeverity of the judgment 


he ha: pronounced; ; {till the public orders that had 


! 
1 


been repeatedly given; the ſolemn preparations that 
had been made; and the concourſe of people who 
vere aſſembled, made him dread the defcrring the 
executien any long The Vizirs ſaw his irrefolu- 
tion; and tab by ale molt artful remonitrances, 
to increaſe it, and banith his ſcruples : they at length 
ſucceeded, by inſinuating that any farther delay 
would breed an inſurrect ion, and endanger the fate 


) 
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of Its throne. © Alas!” exclaimed the perplexed 
King, © my realon is convinced hy your arguments; 
but my heart {lll refuſes its conſent, and my tongue 
hefitates to pronounce the final ſentence. The eri- 
minal muſt, nevertheleſs any therefore let him be 
inſtantly conducted to the place of exccution!“ 

The guards then (ized Aladdin; and loading 
him, with additional chains, drag ged him to the fa- 
tal place, where he was condemned to reſign his 
breath. The King, ſeated on an elephant, and 
followed by all his court, repaired to the place of 
execution. The poor helpleſs prifoner's chains were 


_— 


jult unlooſcd, and his robe thrown off, when ſud- 
denly a ſtranger made his way tous the crowd, 
and flew into Aladdin's arms, excluiming, Onimy 
fon! my fon!” His ſighs and tears choked his ut- 
terance, and he ſell liteleſs on the youth's neck.— 
This ſingular ſcene cauſed a dead ſilence; every 
heart ſyinpathized in the ſtranger's feeling, but no 
one was more intcrcited in it than the King, who 
ordered the ſtran ger to be brought before him. 

Re proſtrated himſelf at Bohetzad's feet, and cried 
in an agony of grief, “ Have mercy, mighty mo- 
narch!—fave his life — and let thy lave atone for 
his crime, by dying in his ſtead!“ © And who art 
8 !ked b hetzad, “ who ſeemeſt ſv warmly 
intereſted ſor this criminal? Is he thy ſon??? © No, 
Site, no; te 8 not my ſon; but he is equally dear 
to me. Oh! all- powerful monarch, thy ſlave ſhall 
not conceal any thing from thee; no, not even the 
Knowledge of his crimes. Know then, Sire, that 
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I am the chief of the band of robbers who inhabit 
the great deſert. It is now near ninetcen years 
ſince, one day, travelling through a dreary part of 
it with my companions, we deſcricd at a diſtance a 
verdant plot of ground, whoſe appearance led us to 
believe that it would furniſh us with a brook to 
quench our ardent thirſt, Our expectations were 
not diſappointed ; for this little tract was watered by 
a refreſhing ſtream; After I had allayed my thirſt, 
and was preparing to depart with my troop, what 
was my aſtoniſhment, to perceive a new-born in- 
fant, wrapped in rick ſwaddling clothes, laying un- 
der the ſhade of a clump of palm-trees! My heart 
yearned towards the helpicſs creature; and taking it 
up in my arms, I determined to beg my wife to nurſe 
it. She readily conſented, and having no children, 


ſoon loved the babe, and brought him up with all 


the care and tenderneſs of the fondeſt mother. As 
he grew up, he diſplayed ſo many rare qualities, 
that we loved him as our own ſon, and thought that 
Heaven had beſtowed him on us, to make amends 
for not having bleſſed us with one. And, indeed he 
made ample amends; for Aladdin was always as 
gentle as a lamb at home, though fiercer than a lion 
in the field of baitle. In thoſe combats, he not only 
gave proofs of the moſt aſtoniſhing valour, but of 
the tendercit humanity. In one of theſe engage- 
ments, alas! we were deprived of him; for being 
overpowered by numbers, the party he headed were 
compciled to fly, and he was taken priſoner, He 
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fell into the hands of ſome merchants, who were 
travelling towards this city.” 

This laſt circumſtance baniſhed every remaining 
doubt, and convinced the monarch that the priſuner 
was his own ſon. He, therefore, at the concluſion 
of this ſurpriſing account, which he had great diffi- 
culty to liſten to, without interruption, ſprung from 
his throne, and catching the amazed youth in his 
aros, preſied him to his heart, with looks of wild 
delight and aſtoniſhment. © Oh God!” exclaimed 
he, when his faltering tongue had regained its pow- 
er, © how admirable are all thy ways! how wonder- 
ful is thy wiſdom! for had this dreadful ſentence 
been executed, with what horror would this diſco- 
very nave filled my heart, that now dilates with gra- 
tude and joy!“ He then again embraced his happy 
new-iound fon; and taxing him affectionately by 
ihe hand, they aſcended the royal clephant, and ſeat- 
nietves ia the fame pavilion. They were ac- 

©! to the palace by the joyful. croud ; who 
Made the air relound wich their loud expreſſions of 


Me. ngers preceded this cavalcade, to inform the 
Queen of the extraordinary diſcovery which Provi- 
vente nad made Known, and her delighted conſort 
aner preſented to her the former object of his 
Jeuouly, whom he now called his beloved child. 
Boherjua caſily traced her own image in that of 
Aladdin; for the brilliancy of his drefs, and the ex- 
'reme delight that animated his countenance, pre- 
\ented the ravages which grief and confinement had 
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made in his fine features from being obſerveable. 
The happineſs that this providential event diffuſed 
into the hearts of Aladdin, and his royal parents, 
was ſoon diſperſed through every claſs of their ſub- 
Jets—noblemen, merchants, tradeſmen, all partook 
of the pleaſure it had inſpirel. The moſques were 
thrown open, and the p=ople flocked to them to re- 
turn their thanks to the Almighty, and his holy Pro- 
phet, for this happy event. In ſhort, public re- 
Joicings, and feſtivals, teſtified the univerſal joy, 
and the city of Iſſeſſara was transformed into a dwel- 
ling of delight; for even the birds of the air ſeemed 
to chant the glory of the monarch, and the delive- 
rance of Aladdin. 

But amid this univerſal joy, the ten Vizirs had 
cauſe to mourn; for they lay in a dreary dungeon, 
where remorſe of conſcience anticipated the tor- 
ments which they felt they deferved. And when 
the thirty days of feſtivity were expired, the King 
ſummoned the trembling wretches to the foot of his 
throne, which they had ſo atrocioufly outraged, by 
their ſelſiſh hypocritical conduct. Aladdin was ſeat- 
ed on the right hand of his father; their conſcious 
guilt bent their eyes to the ground. The monarch, 
after obſorving their criminal puſillanimous appear- 
ance, with a i ern, contemptuous countenance, ad- 
dreſſed them in the 'ollowing words: 

« Bchold the pretended ſupporters of our throne! 
the prudent rainiiters, who trembled let their mo- 
narch ſhould, by weak indulgen ſully the glory 
of lis n ame! Behold alſo the pretended criminal, 
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whoſe death they ſo warmly, and dilintereſtedly ſo- 
licited! You endeavoured to perſuade me to paſs 
the irr-yocable ſentence of death on him, without 
liſtening to his juſtification; for in liſtening to him, 
you urged, that I ſhould not only endanger the ſafety 
of my throne, but diſturb the repoſe of my people. 
Theſe were merely the ſuggeſtions of envy and ma- 
lice, and had only your own gratification in view— 
Sneak!” continued hez © juſtify your infamous 
conduct; for ſurely you have ſome ſophiſtical reaſon 
ready to excuſe what you ſo artfully attempted to 
carry into execution.” 

The King again commanded them to ſpeak ; but 
they maintained a molt obſtinate ſilence; their eyes 
v.ore fixed on the ground, and a deadly ſhivering ran 
over their trembling limbs, which their unſinewed 
joints could ſcarecly ſupport. Aladdin now turned 
them, and ſaid, “ what is become of that 
quence which inveighed ſo warmly againſt the 
bf: fon of 2 robber; whom your miſrepreſentations 
portrayed as a moniter of iniquity? Is, then, your 

ent zeal to prevent royalty from receiving the 


lichtet ſtain, anninlated: This is the moment to 


Sk % | 


you taxed me. But, I perceive that the ſenſe of 
Time wegn1s on your conlcience, and tears 


P1004410e the nroofs of the enormous crime with which 


« Your-ſentence,” reſumed Bohetzad, “ that is 
arcady pronounced in Heaven, ſhall ſpeedily be ex- 


ecuted on earth.“ The monarch then gave orders 
for nine more crolles to be raiſed near that which 
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was erected for his ſon ;” and, added he,“ let the 
public criers announce to my ſubjects that theſe old, 
experienced villains, are doomed to terminate their 
exiſtence on the ſame ſpot, on which they expected 
to ſee innocence bleed.” 

The happy father then continued to pour forth 
the reiterated expreſſions of tenderneſs which the 
fight of his new-found ſon dictated. Ah, my 
dear child!“ cried he, © how was it poſſible that the 
approach of death conveyed no terror to your mind ? 
and how were you able at that awful moment to re- 
collect ſuch a variety of facts, which you ſo eloquent- 
ly recited ? And where, alſo, could you have ſtored 
your mind with ſuch an inexhauſtible treaſure of 
judicious maxims, and reflections; which, in gene- 
ral, can only be procured by intenſe ſtudy, and long 
experience?“ “ My deareſt father, replied the 
Prince, „I aſſume no merit on this account; for 
Heaven inſpu'd me with unwonted eloquence.— 
Beſides my education was not neglected; my adopt- 
ed father ſought to unfold and cultivate my infant 
faculties, by ſtoring my memory wich intereſting 
facts; and ſince I have enjoyed the happineſs of re- 
ſiding in your palace, I have afliduouſly ſtudied the 
laws of juſtice and wiſdom. His wife, alſo, whom 
I conſidered as my mother, infpired me, from my 
earlieſt infancy, with a reverential love for the di- 
vine Koran; the holy precepts of which, ſhe inform- 
ed me, were to direct my conduct through life.— 
But you will be ſurpriſed to hear, Sire, that, my 
adopted father, though by profeſlion a robber, not 
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only fulfilled the duties of a careful father towards 
me, but made alſo a tender huſband, and an indul- 
gent maſter. He was, beſide, leſs avaricious than 
his companions, and never committed cruelties when 
in ſearch of booty. He loved me, Sire; and though 
was not then ſufficiently ſenſible of his uncommon 
merit, yet I always honoured him as my benefactor, 
and loved him as my father!“ 


« Tt is ſufficient, my ſon,” replied the monarch, 


« he ſhall be amply rewarded ; but, in the mean 
time, let us repair to the moſques, where my affec- 
tionate ſubjects are aſſembled, after witneſſing the 
exemplary puniſhment of my Vizirs, to praiſe the 
myſterious diſpoſer of all ſublunary events. My 
treaſurer ſhall attend you, that abundant alms may 
follow your ſteps, and be a happy pieſage to my 
people of the heir of my throne, whom Heaven has 
deigned to reſtore to my withes.” 

As ſoon as theſe religious ceremonies were con- 
cluded, the King ordered the chief of the robbers to 
be brought to the palace, to participate of the hap- 
pineſs of his adopted fon. Bohetzad did not reproach 
him very ſeverely concerning his criminal profeſſion ; 
but as a reward for the care he had taken of the 
Prince, and thc education he had given him, he con- 
ferred on him the command of a frontier province; 
for the wife monarch perceived, from his ſon's ac- 
count, that he potlcited many good qualities; and 
concluded from it, that when he was tar from the 
contagion of bad example, and no longer urged by 
neceſſity, there would be no danger of his relapſing 
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into a profeſſion ſo foreign to his natural charaQer ; 
he knew alfo, that he might depend on his courage 
and addrefs to repreſs the frequent incurſions of the 


audacious enemy. 


Bohetzad, Buherjoa, and Aladdin, connected to- 
gether by the ties of blood, of love and fricndſhip, 
paſſed together many years of unclond-d felicity, — 
Old age, at length, told the monarch that it was 
time to reſign the ſceptre to a more ſteady hand. 
He aſſembled his Divan, and addreſſed them in the 
following manner. 

« Nature had appointed my ſon for my ſugeeſfor, 
but Heaven, by preſerving him by prodigies, has 
marked moſt decidedly its pleaſure; in crowning 
him this day, I only obey the decrees of the Al- 
mighty, and give you a maiter more worthy to com- 


mand than I] am.” | | 


Scheherazade next related the hiſtory of Habib, 
Who was a lover, a warrior, a poet, and a devotee. 
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The Hiſtory of HAU and DORATIL-GOASE ; or, 
the CHEVALIER. 


Tur tribe of Ben-Hilac, than which there is 
none in Arabia ſo numerous or ſo valiant, had once 
-n-Hilac-Salamis for Emir; a man excelling all 
his cotemporaries in courage and military talents, in 
piety and integrity, and indeed, in all the qualities 
which mark the ſtateſman and the warrior. Theſe 
united accompliſhments had made him the chieftain 
of ſixty- ſix tribes, v hom he governed with wiſ- 
dom, and whoſe confidence he delerved ; happineſs 
and proſperity, which frequently accompany diſcre. 
tion, had followed him in war, and in peace had 
not forſaken him. This Prince, arrived at matu- 
rity, to render his felicity complete, had nothing to 
with for but a ſon ; Heaven had hitherto withheld 
that bleſſing. 

During the feſtival of Haraphat, Salamis loaded 
the altar with ſacrifices; proltrate on the ſteps of the 
temple, he addreiled his vows to the prophet ; and 
he waited with pious reſignation for the gift fo eſſen- 
tial to his happineſs. One day, when he had doubled 
the portion of his incenſe, he was impreiled with a 
beam of hope, from which he derived the moſt flat- 
tering preſage. He was not diſappointed : the preg- 
nancy ct his wife Amirala was foon alter avowed, 
and in the ſpace of nine months the Princeſs was 


ccllvered of a male child. His beauty might be 
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compared to the Juſtre of that ſtar, which atones for 
the abſence of the ſun in the nights of ſummer, 
Amirala took her child in her arms, and embracing 
him in a tranſport of love and paſſion, © Lovely 
infant!“ ſhe exclaimed, “ ſweet repreſentative of 
the charming tree of which thou art the fruit, may 
my kiſſes be as ſalutary to thee, as are the rays of the 
ſun to a young opening plant. Taſte on my boſom 
the firſt emotions of my tenderneſs. And thou, 
great prophet, to whom the Alinighty has given the 
key of his celeſtial treaſures! thou, to whom we are 
indebted for this precious bleſſing, pour your divine 
influence upon him ! At your powerful word, may 
the greateſt, the moſt brilliant, and yet the mildeſt, 
of all the planets, undertake the direction of his 
deſtiny. Happy tribes of the luxuriant plains of 
Arabia! for you it is that Habib has bcen. given us. 
Come, then, and gaze upon the head of this young 
cedar ; you may ſoon know him from every other; 
felicitate yourſelves, ye happy people! for ye ſhall 
one day repoſe beneath his made. 

While Amirala this zcknowledged the goodne 
of the Almighty, the Emir, aſſemhling all the Magi 
of his country, deſired them to conſult the ſtars con- 
cerning the deſtiny of his fon. "Ihe eyes of the 
aſtrologers, at a certain fixed mo.1:nt, were directed 
to the azure firmament. They excizimed that a 
combat was viſible ;' one itar ſecned to oppole an- 
other; one, the molt brilliant that can be imagined, 
like thoſe meteors which ſometimes dart from the 
firmament, at intervals appeared darkened, almoit 


ſs 
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to extinction. It nevertheleſs preſerved its ſtation ; 
in a few ſucceeding moments it beamed forth with 
renewed ſplendor, and thewed itfclt with every flat- 
tering conjunction. 

The oldeſt of the Magi thus roſe, and ſpoke :— 
« Prince,” ſaid he to Salamis, “ your ſon ſhall live 

glorious and admired; but he muſt encounter ſuch 
dangers, as no mortal ever did before. Perils and 
viciilitudes await him; but he ſhall experience the 
moſt wonderful reſources. Love and glory Hall 
crown his labours, if his courage and his fortitude 
A 8 the trials to which they will be expoſed.” 

* How ſtrange is this deſtiny!” returned the Emir; 
can nothing counteract its ſeverity?“ © Prince,” 
anſwered he, © we are confirmed in our opinion, 
that the great planet, and the ſeven which ſurround 
it, are not in union; they ſeem to us to exert all 
their powers to aid the ſtar of your fon, or counter- 
act its malignant influence; the aſpect of them cer- 
tainly is alarming ; but as the ſtar of Habib is once 
more viſible, you „ give place to hope. The 
dangers wiiich menace him, we fee but too clearly ; 
but as men may in ſome degree eſcape the wounds 
of fortune, it null remain with the virtues of Habib 
to temperate the malignaut imluence of his ſtar, and 
in a manner force it to be auſpicious.” 

In the boſom of Salamis, the greateſt fortitude 
Was united with the moit pious reſignation. © The 
wielſſitudes which 1 my ſon, cannot be more 
| 
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the ſeeds of virtue, Amirala will ſ-cond my endea- 


yours; and by our example ant inſtructions, we 


will enable him to triun; ph over the dangers which 
hreaten him.” 

No ſooner was Habib able to articulate, than his 
tender organs, far from uttering words without 
meaning, pronounced the profeſſion of his faith. 
He praiſed the Almighty, Mahomet his prophet, the 


Heaven, the carth, the 5 which inhabit it, the 
regions of ſpace which ſeparate them all. His amuſe- 


11 Fo E . E” ] ] LO 7 * 5 3 . 5A 4 8 *. 4 h1 F 
ments, $112 al 1118 Prom nltties, Dredicteé N mMm - | man 


1 
3 . = 2 * 1 '$ — 1 * * 4 Y y © 
far beronid thoſe whom uſually we meet. 
- - 
bs fon ab 9 ode aconired; ren 
£ Ha SAF 11 8 13! 0 1719 1 40 Jed rel 7 ily t le tin les 
3 „ 11 —— 
of his meals were no longer fixed. It was thought 


neceſſaty to make him familiar with the cravings of 
app*tite, thoſe tyrants of human nature: they began 
with making him experience their firſt attacks, to 
oblige him to bear them for once without complain- 
ing; he was afterwards inured to bear them all, 
The mat on which he ſlept was taken from him, yet 
he {lept with equal compofure on the hardeſt ground; 
he was expoled to the various changes of the ſcaſons, 
but he ſuffered nothing from their ſeverity. 

They obliged him to mount horſes which had ne— 
ver been broken; but his dexterity, already excr- 
ciſcd in leſs perilous efforts, inſtantly enabled him to 
keep his ſeat ; if by any accident he fell, his light 
and active body ſobn replaced itſelf as before. 

Thus it was that Amirala formed the body of her 


ſon to rength. When he was no more than ſeven 


years old, he ſurpaſſed all other children in agility and 
* 


F 
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a. Dat neicher was his heart nor his genius ne- 
[:&ted; he could repeat all the chapters of the Ko- 


glected; 
tan, and explain their meaning. Accuſtomed by 
bis mother to regard all the works of nature with 
ent hut ic could point out their ſeveral beauties 
and pecſections. The time arrived, when Salamis 


erermincd to complete an education, commenced 
under ſuch hopry auſpices ; but it became him to 


4 ann 
fnd an inkruftor, no leſs adequate to the charge of 
vouth, than Amirala had P: -oved herſelſ to that of 
t years. There was in his camp a venerabie 


loſop! er, Whoſe name was IIIakis; in his conduct 
wichout reproach, and verſed in all the ſciences ; 
but a ſlow and languiſhing diſceaſe appeared to be 
ing nin to the grave“ Would but the deity,” 
ſaid he, on ſome occaſion, before one of his attend- 
ants, “ reftore me the ſage Ilfakis.” © In what 
manner would yon employ him,” returned the latter. 
This moment I am come from his tent; he tells 
me he has taken an elixir, the effects of which upon 
him have been miraculous, I found him up; he 
even walked in my preſence, with a firm itep, and 
| doubt not, that if you wilh to fee him, he is able 
to attend your commands.“ “ Call him to me in- 
ſtantly,” cried the Emir; © I conſider his recovery 
as a miracle, accomplithed for my advantage, rather 


75 — 


than his own.” 

Ilfakis preſented himſelf before the Emir; he un- 
dertook what was 1:quired of him: the young Ha- 
bib accompanied his new in{truftor, and they inha- 
bited the ſame tent. The dili zence of the maſter 
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found a foil fo excellently prepared, that every thing 
which was ſown, ſprung up without diſficulty.— 
Already could Habib name the different ſtars of the 
firmament; defcribe the orbits of the planets, and 
Calculate their ſize and reſpective diſtances. Alrca- 
dy could he dif ſtinguiſh the varieties of trees and plat its, 
and explain their qualities. If he ſpoke concer: 
vegetation, he was able to tell how heat and moiſ- 
ture generate 8 I the ocean was the topic 
of diſcuſſion; he would talk of the rivers and their 
effects; how the varours, which the power of the 
{un raiſed to the ſummits of the mountains, fell again 
in fertilizing ſhowers, and rendered perpetual the 
admirable operations of nature. He could aſſign 
its particular claſs to every animal; if the perfec- 
tions, of which their inſtinct ſeemed capable, ex- 
Cited his aſtoniſhment, he could nevertheleſs diſcern 
how ſubordinate theſe were to the more wonderful 
operations of reaſon. While aſſiſted by Ilfakis, he 
endeavoured to regulate and arrange the valt profu- 
ſion of his ideas. To do this effectually, he learn- 
ed ſeven different modes of expreſſing his thoughts, 
by writing, 

Salamis was one day ſolicitous to. be a witneſs of 
his ſon's accompliſhments. ** Sir,” replicu the young 
man, you mv{t inquire concerning theſe of my 
maſter; he can beſt explain them. I, for a long 
time, as it became me, have been all cyes and cars, 
and the uſe of my hands has preceded that of my 
tongue; it is proper that every thing which came 
from my hand, ſhould be as pure as the pearls of the 
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ocean.“ Delighted with this reply, Salamis in- 
quired of the ſage, if there was any theng in which 
he could farther inſtruct his fon. © Already,“ re- 
turned Ilfakis, “ the young Prince can anticipate 
my anſwers to all he aſks ; I have placed before him 
the great book of nature; his progreſs has been great, 
beyond example. The proceſs of inſtructions, 
which in general prevents the labour of application, 
does but retard his progreſs, The time is come, 
Sir, when it is neceſſary for my pupil to be employ- 
ed in thoſe purſuits, becoming a man, who is one 
day to rule over ſixty-ſix warlike tribes. My aid, 
in matters of this nature, can be of little ſervice to 
him. My body, which the earth demands, is only 
anxious there to repoſe nfelf,” © What occaſion 
is there,” anſwered the Emir, “ for this gloomy 
prelage ; you may ſtill promite yourſelf many years 
of life, and my treaſures thall cauſe them to bz years 
of afluence. Sir, rephed the age, 1 my 
eyes, a grain of ſand and all the riches of the univerſe 
are alike in value; I have long been dead to every 
ſenſe and patlion. This worn-out frame, which I 
deſire to preſerve no longer, is alone indebted for its 
continuance to the lecret. views of Providence, in 
favour of Salamis; the fates ſzem this day to have 
marxed his ruin. My compenſation has already 
been found in the performance of my duty; J have 
nothing farther to wiſh below.” “ Adieu then, 
virtuous Iliakis,“ returned the Emir; “ receive my 
embracee, and thoſe of my ſon; the loſs of you will 
coſt us many tears; but its bitterneſs ſhall be ſof- 
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tened by our frequent viſits to your tent.“ © You 
will not find me there,” he teplied; © my tent is 
like a vapour, which the wind diſperſes; and for 
me, I am like the duſt which the fai:c breeze car. 
ries away. Adien, Salamis; farewci! my beloved 
Habib! Tn the midit of the many troub!es which 
await you, think on me.“ 

How was the young Habib aFeftel by il is ſepa- 
ration; and on the morrow, his ſenſibility Was put 
to a ſevere trial. His venerable inſtructor died, as 
he entered his tent. Ihe body was iuftantly interred, 
to preferve the camp ſrom the infection which ſeem- 
ed to exhale from it, the very moment when his 
ſpirit departed. The young pupil vented his tears 
on the boſom of his mother, = in her endeavours 
to ſooth, participated his forrows: the directed him 
to elcvate his ideas above this earth, inſufficient to 
render our happineſs com Hi Such ſentiments 
conſoled young Habib; but he determined to pay 
the laſt office to his fric! * to ſtrew fore flowers on 
his tomb, and at che ſame time to addreſs his vows 
to the Almighty. He viſited the tent of IIfakis, 
carrying in his hand three garlands of flowers, em— 
blematically arranged. A ſoft melancholy potlcit:d 
his ſoul ; the tears, which ſpontancouſly bedewed his 
checks, hes 1 400 indulge d 3 for a moinent, in deep 
ſilence, he gave way to a vehich rather ſooth— 
ed than afkicted him; but at len,: he thus cx- 


claimed: 


2 


I now preſs the earth, bene; oh the body 
of my beloved Iitakis re] Oles b death, did 
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ye not feel emotions ſimilar to mine, when firſt ye 


dre near to take poſſeſſion of his foul! Great Pro- 
phet, thou halt received this thy virtuous ſervant to 
thy boſom ; thou haſt given him a crown, never to 
periſh; were theſe which I ſtrew upon his aſhes, 
equally immortal! In theſe places the ſpirit of my 
dear Il{akis wanders no more; but it will fertilize 
on theſe barren places the plants and flowers, as one 
of his books, as a word from his mouth, animated 
within my boſom the treatures of wiſdom and the 
charms of virtue! 

„ Sweet and gentle ſpirit, quit be thy repoſe! 
accept the tribute of my gratituce, which crowns 
thy cold remains; thou didit arlt teach Me the pow-— 
ers of rcaſon; to know and perforin my duty; to 
1 
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mine. 
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Salamis waited for his ſon's return. Habib,” 
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Which now acknowledoe my authority. You will 
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be called upon in ali nee Karlike CXPECUITIONS to 


head and command them. You mult learn the art 
of command; you ruſt be inured to fatigues ; you 
mult be able to harraſs the enemy who (hall dare to 
Oppoſe you. Strength, combined with ſkiil, muſt 


render youth boidert ſoldier in Your 4rinics. You 


have aiready been accuitomed to bear arms: it is 
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only the weak and cowardly who faint beneath their 
weight; the hero eeſily ſupports them. Oh! that 
I could find amongſt all my warriors a man cqually 
qualified to inſtru you with diſcipline of arms as 
Ilfakis was in thoſe of tlie ſciences—an accompliſh- 
ed warrior i a phoenix liard to be found. The Pro- 
phet, in preſerving lifakis, effected a miracle in our 
favour ; he alone can provide me with a man equal- 
ly perfect, under whole direction I can in the ſame 
manner plece you.“ 

« Father,” returned Habib, I made it my 
amuſement to encounter your moſt ſpirited horſes ; 
my activity and ſtrength never abandoned me. — 
Change this linen veſt which I wear for a breallplate 
of iron. With the heavieſt buckler, and the ſtrong- 
eſt ſpear, here I offer myſelf your companion in 
arms. Oh! that I might abandon this dreſs, which 
almoſt renders my fex doubtful, and gives no teſti- 
mony ot the powers with which nature has endowed 
Inc. They call aloud to be regulated, and all I de- 
fire is to know how I may uſcinlly employ them. 
Bleſſing of Heaven, as thou art!” exclaimed 


4 
2 1N0 


cc 


the Emir, embracing his fon, “ beloved hope of 


ny tribes! he who implanted in you theſe noble 
propenſities, will give us the opportunity of putting 


them in exerciſe.” | 
Scarcely were theſe words uttered, when a war- 


rior, preſenting himfelt before the camp of Salamis, 
demanded admiftion to his prefence. © Let him 


? 
ts 


approach,” ſaid the Emir; “ anxious to behold 
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peace and juſtice flourith in the earth, my heart * 
pires to live amongſt thoſe who protect theſe virtues,” 
The ſtranger arrived. The beautiful courſer on 
which he rode, ſo covered him with his hair, that 
the waving plume of his helmet was almoſt all of 
him that was viſible. On approaching the tent, he 
diſmounted. Habib, who advanced to meet him, 
ſeized the bridle of his horſe, which he put into the 


hands of an attendant. © Valiant Knight,” ſaid 


he, “ what purpoſe brings you here?“ © I come,“ 


replied the ſtranger, © to render homage to the vir- 


tues, valour, and authority of Ben-Hilac-Salamis; 
I come to requeſt of Habib, that I may partake with 
him of the favours of the lovely daughter of Hyemen. 
The warrior who ſhall poſſeſs her hand, will ſoon 
forget the dangers he may run to obtain that intoxi- 
cating enjoyment.” The Emir underſtanding no- 
thing of this diſcourſe, called upon his fon to explain 
't, © Sir,” anſwered Habib, with the tendereſt 


emotion, “ this noble Knight is come to pay his 


relpects to your perſon, and to have coffee with 
me.“ Then turning to the warrior, “ Sir,” ſaid 
he, © to be ambitious of the ſmiles of the daughter 
ot Hyemen, is to prove oneſelf worthy of all, with 
which the may pleaſe to inſpire the fo:lowers of 
glory. Here nothing can be refuſed you. You 
lee before you the brave Salamis; I am Habib his 
lon.” 

The heroes then ſaluted each other. Never had 

Sulamis beheld a man of a more elegant form, or 


12 whoſe perſon dignity was more united with grace. 
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The ſplendour of his arms ſo reflected the rays of 
the ſun, that they ſeemed rather to give than to bor- 
row luſtre. Like the meteors which blaze from the fir- 
mament, his helmet ſeemed to be a flame of fire; 
the blade of his ſcimętar gleamed from an immenſe 
diſtance. 

No gold, no diamonds, ſparkled from his arms: 
they owed all their beauty to their ſimplicity and the 
taſte of the warrior. While the ſtranger was taking 
his coffee, Salamis was anxious to learn from him 
the motive of his viſit. 

«.. Great and glorious Emir,” returned the Kni ght, 
« J am by my origin a Parthian, born in the re- 
moteſt parts of the Indies. From my infancy, I 
have been fond of glory, and I. have courted it in 
the profeſſion of arms. The fame you have acquir. 
ed in Arabia, has rouſed my emulation, and I have 
burned more intimately to know him, whoſe repu- 
tation has been my conſtant model. On my arrival 


amongſt the firſt tribe which bows to your authority, 


I was informed that you were ſeeking an inftructor 
to promote the improvement of Habib, and though 
under Salamis himſelf every thing might be learned 
by him, I have preſumed, that requiring a conitant 
attendant in all his exerciſes, my ſervices might ſtill 
be uſeful to him. I come to offer them.” © Knight,” 
returned the Emir, „ your conduct intereſts, and 
your frankneſs determines, me. But if it be neceſ- 
ſary that my ſon thould one day be able to command 
the nations under my dominion, ſubjected by my 
valour, he who cannot prove himſelf ſuperior to me 


* 
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in combat, - muſt not aſpire to be his inſtructor. 
Let us try the force of our arms in ſerious conteſt. 
[ want only to be overcome, to find the man with 
whom I may entruſt my ſon.” It is an honour,” 
replied the ſtranger, © worthy the ambition of the 
greateſt heroes. I accept the challenge of Salamis; 
nor ſhall I bluſh to be conquered by him, who, till 
now, has been invincible.” 

The attendants who were preſent at this ng 
wiſhed to diſſuade Salamis from putting himſelf on 
a level with a man whoſe birth and condition were 
unknown to him. © Of what importance, ex- 
claimed the Emir, ““ are his rank or birth? I ſeek 
a warrior and not a King; if the ſtranger be deluded 
by his arrogance, I (hall not be debaſed ; if his va- 
bur equal his noble bearing, I ſhall enter the liſts 
with my equal. © Knight,” he continued, addreſſing 
himſclf to the ſtranger, “ take ſome repoſe ; permit 
your courſer to recover his breath; I do not wiſh 
vou to engage in the conteſt under any diſadvantage. 
If I am eager to meet you in arms, it is not to refuſe 
you my eſteem, but to enable you to gain it. To- 
morrow we will decide our diſpute.” 

Habib conducted the ſtranger to a tent, which 
had been prepared for him. The latter, impreſſed by 
the kind a.tentions he received, thus affectionately 
addreſſed the Prince: The young vine loaded with 
fruit invites the pa{ling traveller to ſupport it. If 
the grape comes to mat fon! it will ſpontancoutly 
preſent itſelf to his hand.“ T hey then ſaluted, ain} 
Habib reticed to his father's tent. Soon as the 
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morning came, he ran to the tent of him who al- 
ready began to occupy in his boſom the place of 11- 
fakis. He found him buſily employed in poliſhing 
his arms; in examining the harneſs of his ſteed. — 
% Do you this yourſelf?” exclaimed the young Sul- 
tan. Yes, my Prince; he who is deſirous of 
glory, ought to neglect none of the means by which 
he may attain it. A true Knight needs no mirror 
but his arms.” 

While the ſpace in which Salamis and the ſtranger 
were to contend, was preparing, the trumpets of 
war invited to the ſcene an innumerable crowd of 


ſpectators. The heroes appeared. Both ſeemed ſo 


accompliſhed, as to render it impoilible to determine 
on which ſide victory would incline. The lances 
which they bore, were of equal weight; their ſteeds 
were alike in form and ſpirit; like lightning they 
darted towards each other. Notwithſtanding the 
firſt ſhock, both remained firm on their ſeats, while 
their lances ſhivered to atoms. Salamis, who never 
before had experienced ſuch oppoſition, was aſlo- 
niſhed to have directed in vain ſo furious a charge. 
His adverſary, from motives which it is not now 
neceſſary to explain, was, on his part, {till more 
ſurpriſed. The Emir made a ſign to his adverſary, 
that he wiſhed to ſpeak with him. The ſtranger 


. diſmounted, and approached, 


« Valiant Knight,” ſaid the Emir, “ you have 
given me a great example of your proweſs, I am 
Juſtified in believing that to-morrow, with my ſci- 
mctar, I {hall find a rival worthy of my arm.'— 
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« Great Prince,” replied the ſtranger, “ never had 


. mortal advantage over me; to my great aſtoniſh- 
y ment, I have found one able to oppoſe me. TI re- 
- ard too highly the honour you propoſe me, to refuſe 


- this ſecond challenge.” 
f The warriors then embraced, and ſeparated to- 


1 diſarm themſelves. Habib went to kis father's tent, 
r to diſcharge the duty which filial love prompted from 


the occaſion ; but yielding to the emotions of friend- 
r ſhip, he ſoon viſited that of the ſtranger, whom the 
f attendants appointed to wait on him, were ridding of 
[ his arms. What!” exclaimed Habib, ** then 
) you do not now diſdain to employ theſe who are pre- 
e ſent to obey your commands.” © No, my amiable 
8 Sultan; and I will uſe to you a compariſon, the 


$ meaning of which can alone be applied to the career 
Y which] profeſs, the nobleſt in the world. When the 
© MW fun riſes, he employs no hands but his own to diſ- 
e perſe the rays which encircle him; but in the even- 
r ing, he leaves it to the waves of the ocean to extin- 


- guiſh thoſe, when he himſelf is immerſed in its bo- 
. ſom.“ © I will anſwer you,” ſays Habib, “ by 
another fimilie, or rather, by a truth, which you 
e | Will eaſily comprehend. The hero, who, without 
7 being overturned, has ſuſtaĩned the enormous ſhock 
I of my father's ſpear, has with his ſplendor dazzled 

my ſight, and that luſtre which I now gaze at, can 
c | Never be extinguiſhed.“ A young eagle,” return- 
n ed the ſtranger, © not fully fledged, opened, for 
the firſt time, his eyes to the light; upon a neigh- 
- -ouring tree he bekeld a glow-worm, and was daz- 
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led; from that moment, the prince of the feathered 
tribe conceived that he ſhould one day be able ſtea- 
dily to face the beams of the ſun.” * Doubtleſs,“ 
anſwered Habib, © the Phoenix, who addrefles me, 
is recently ſprung from his aſhes, and does not yet 
know all his powers. With reſpe& to you, 
charming Habib, I poſſeſs no advantage, exclaim- 
ed the warrior, embracing him. At leaſt, the in- 
tereſt with which you have inſpired me, gives me 
none in the degree of my affection. Could I but 
open my heart to you, replied Habib, “ you would 
confeſs yourſelf outdone ; but it is not right that my 


Father ſhould be any longer deprived of the happineſs 


of ſeeing you. My father loves heroes, and you are 
one, though you think proper to conceal yourſelf,” 


lt is poſſible,” reſumed the unknown, ** that one 
of us two thould ſome day deſerve that character ; I 


ſce no hero here at preſent.” Saying this, they 


walked towards the tent of Salamis, with their hands 
Jocked together, The Emir beheld with delight 


their mutual attachment, and he determined to con- 


firm it. 


On feceiving the ſtranger Knight, Salamis ex- 
preſſed himſelf to him in the warmeſt language of 
eſteem. © It is not,” ſaid he, “ to increaſe my 
good opinion of you that I a ſecond time require to 
put your valour and proweſs tothe proof; but I reign 
over a warlike nation, jealous of its glory, and I 
would not ſuffer it to indulge the ſmalleſt doubt con- 
cerning the merit of him who is ſo eminently to be 
diftinguiſhed by it. I mult, for the fake of deltcacy, 


ARABIAN TALES. 247 


and I entreat you not to take it amiſs, leave the field 
open to whoever may think proper to diſpute your 
triumph, when your conteſts with myſelf ſhall have 
finiſhed. The preſent moment let us enjoy together. 
To-morrow, envy itfelf ſhall be compelled to render 
you the tribute of admiration. The next day was 
marked by the molt wonderful combat the people of 


Arabia had ever beheld. The two heroes applying 


ſhield to ſhield poured upon cach other the molt ter- 
rible blows. They were anticipated as ſoon as aint- 


ed, and warded off before they fell. Shield and [word 


were then thrown aſide, and a trial of wreitling en- 
ſued, In vain do the confined winds ellay to thake 
the cedars of Libanus; the earth trembles beneath 
them; but nothing could root them up. 

The Emir Salamis did not think proper to continue 
the amazement of the ſpectators; more pleaſed wich 
having met with an equal than he could have been to 
have conquered, “ Valiant Knight,“ he exclaimed, 
let us pauſe; every moment my aſtoniſhment in- 
creaſes ; never till now have I met with him who 
could refilt me, and leſs proud was I of my own ſu- 
periority, than affected by the infirmities of our na- 
ture bid adicu to my prejudices, and think leſs 
of my own proweſs, ſince I have encountered yours. 
Led us quit the painful exercife in which we are now 
engaged; let our horſes be ſaddled, and let us attack 


— 
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eaci other with the javelin.' 

is ne mode of con:bat aitorded matter of new 
triumph to them both: all that ſkill, combined with 
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employed. The Emir began to loſe his ſuperiority ; 


the youth of his opponent was an obſtacle which his 
valour could not ſurmount ; at the ſame time, ſatis- 
hed that the ſtranger poſſeſſed in the higheſt degree 
thoſe qualities which the ſervice he intended him 
for demanded, his prudence put an end to the combat, 
He food ſtill; and making a ſign to his adverſary to 
do the lame, they joined hands, and returncd to the 
camp. 

Knight,“ obſerved Salamis, © in you my ſon 
is about to find a ſecond parent. You know how 
conſtant exerciſe has improved your natural ſtrength, 
and how much it has coſt you to combine this with 
dexterity. How often muſt we be accuſtomed to 
danger, never to lofe our preſence of mind? To 
you I reſign the object of all my hopes; make him 
familiar with true glory, and with the means by 
which a warrior may attain it.“ 

The withes and partiality of Habib had long pe- 
netrated into his father's deſigns; and he followed 
with delight the ſteps of his new inſtructor. © J 
am at length come,” ſaid he, © to have the benefit 
of your leiſons. It becomes me to imitate my father 
and you. May I approach the perfection of my 
illuſtrious models!“ «© My dear Habib,” ſaid Ha- 
boul, for ſo was the ſtranger named, “our employ- 
ments ſhall be divided ; our day ſhall be dedicated 
to ſuch arts as ſhall render you ſtrong, active, and 
valiant. In the evening, we will endeavour to at- 
tain ſuch accompliſhments neceſſary for the Prince 
of the moſt independant nation under Heaven! A 
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Priace ef this deſcription facritices to liberty all the 
charms of voluptuouſneſs; his great object is to ac- 
quire a fortitude, which wiſdom regulates. It is 
under this character, that the Emir, your father, 
governs ſixty-ſix tribes. You can only ſucceed to 
his authority, by being at the ſame time the heir of 
his virtues.” 

Such was the plan purſued by Haboul in the edu- 
cation of Habib; the effects which it produced, 
were in the higheſt degree ſucceſsful. During a 
war in which the Emir Salamis was involved, the 
young Sultan diſplayed the moſt aſtoniſhing valour ; 
in a delicate and difficult command, his prudence 


and fortitude were alike conſpicuous; applied to for 


his opinions in his father's council, his wiſdom 
amazed all the aſſembly. When the employment 
of Haboul was at an end, a neceſſity, which he was 
unable to refilt, cotapelled him to bid adieu to his 
pupil; but an explanation was unavoidable. My 
child,“ ſaid he, “] am about to leave you. I am 
called by an higher command to another country.” 
* What, then, will you abandon me!” exclaimed 
Habih. © TI am no longer neceſſary to you, was 
Ur reply; “ and I am otherwiſe obliged to yield to 
dcituny,” “ Unfortunate that I am!” returned 
abo. Death deprived me of Ilfakis, my firſt 
mitructor; to his loſs I am hardly yet reconciled, 
and now you are going to leave me. But mult it be 
for ever? may I not know the cauſe? and may not 
my father be able to change your reſolution ?'?— 
No human power can accomplith this,” ſaid Ha- 
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boul; “ but I ſtill hope we may ſee each other 
again. In the mean time, my dear Habib, I can 
in part ſoften your anxiety. He, whom, under the 
name of Ilfakis, you have always loved, ſtill returns 
your affection; he is not dead.” © What!” cried 
Habib; © I myſelf attended his funeral, and with 
my tears watered his tomb.” “ My ſon,” anſwer- 
ed Haboul, „the ſtory of him whom you ſuppoſe 
dead, is connected with that of many others, alike 
intereſting to you; perhaps with even mine and your 
own. Liiten to the recital I am about to make you, 
and remember, that he who loves you, and of whom 
you ſpeak, is above the order of human beings.— 
He is a genie, whole office it is to lead you to the 
high deſtinies which await you : 


The Hiſtory of ILLABousATROU, Ling SCHAL- 
GOASE, and CAMARILZAMAN. 


« YOU well know, my dear Prince, that 
among the genies of the race of Eblis, there are ſome 
who have bowed before the throne of the great So- 
lomon. One of the chief of theſe is Illabouſatrou. 
am of the fame race; I have the ſame office: 
amongſt my cquals, by the grace of God, and of 
Solomon, I am what is called a Cadi. To ſhelter 
ourſelves from the indignation and vengeance of thoſe 
whom we have abandoned, and to !:.duce the pro- 
phet to whora we have ſubmitted ourſelves, to alle- 
viate the heavineſs of our yoke, we form connections 
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with the children of Adam, and thus partake of the 
bleſſings of the eartn. 

« Bya mortal wife, Illabouſatrou had a daughter 
of exceeding beauty, whom he called Camarilza- 
man, whoſe felicity he deſired to enſure, by marry- 
ing her to ſome mighty monarch. At this period, 
at the extremity of the Eaſt, in one of thoſe iſles in- 
cloſed by the ſeven ſeas, reigned a very powerful 
Prince, whoſe name was Schal-goaſe. To him II- 
labouſatrou appeared, in the form of an old man, 
propoſing an alliance with him, of which Camaril- 
zaman was to be the pledge. He ſaw the Princeſs; 
loved, and married her. The genies ſubject to Ib 
labouſatr en fixed tnenſelves in great numbers in the 
realms of S-tal-yoaſe ; and in no part under Heaven 
did the genies and the ſors of men live ſo harmoni- 
ouſly together. This felicity feemed on a ſudden to 
be increaſed by the bi: th of the lovely Dorathil-goaſe, 
the firlt :uits of the union of Schal-goaſe and Ca- 
murilzaman. 

Ichs favours of Heaven were always upon 
earth a fecurity for happineſs, nothing might ſeem 
to exceed ine felieity of that charming Princeſs. Her 
beau: mend a luitre all around; every day diſcloſed 
in her ſome new perfection. But when her father 
and her granmc'ire onſulted the ſtars concerning her 
deſtiny, tne ſame diſorder which at your nativity diſę 
compoled the plana tary ſyſtem, prevailed with reſpe& 
to hers. It appeared alſo to demonſtration, that 
you were the Arabian Prince of the tribe moſt belove - 
ed by the Prophet, to whom, through amazing dan- 
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gers, fate had deſtined her ; dangers in which both 
were to be alike involved ; but that this union could 
alone ſecure her tranquillity : her happineſs, and 
yours. From this moment Illabouſatrou gave the 
care of your education to me; but the will of Solo- 
mon did not yet ſuffer me to approach you. The 
moment favourable to our views, was to be that, 
when leaving your infant ſtate, an inſtructor was re- 
quired for your youth. Ilfakis, whom your father 
had vainly ſelected for this purpoſe, was about to 
die! at the moment when the angel of death was 
about to ſeize his ſpirit, I took its place; with a 
powerful elixir I re-animated the body, my new re- 
ſidence, and to that prodigy you were indebted for 
your inſtructor. 

« When I ſaw that it was time to employ you in 
other purſuits, the body of Tlfakis was removed to 
his tent, I reſtored the ſunctions to it which had 
been ſuſpended, and in a moment he expired. It 
was my buſineſs to find for you a valiant warrior; I 
met with one ready to expire in a field which he had 
before covered with {langhtered bodies. TI entered 
his body, ſtopped the blood which was flowing from 
his wounds, which I healed with a balm more po- 
tent than that of Mecca. I gave him all his former 
vigour, armed him with the feimetar which had 
once been Solomon's, and in me you ſee him before 
you, Under this form, I preſented myſelf to Sala- 
mis, your father; under this form I invite you to 
enjoy the favour of the daughter of Hyemen, and te 
become my diſciple. 
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% My dear Habib, you have conceived for me, 
under my two different appearances, the tendereſt 
friendſhip. Your heart has not miſled you; for ne- 
ver did a being of my nature conceive for a child of 
Adam an affection fo warm as mine for you, Re- 
member the inſtructions which I gave you, under 
the form of Ilfakis. I have given you ſome know- 
ledge of the uſe of Taliſmans, but J muſt caution 
you againſt thoſe ſpirits, which theſe will render 
ſubſervient to you. The race of Eblis is in general 
depraved and malignant; happy are thoſe among 
us whom Solomen has marked with his ſeal. The 
others who are exorciſed were about your deſtruction 
as well as ours. Thus it is, that in haraſling the 
lovely Dorathil-goaſe, they endeavour to elude the 
curſe which menaces them from the daughter of a 
mortal and a genie. Thus it is that they view you 
alſo with a jealous eye, both becauſe you are a true 
Muſfulman, and becauſe you are deſtined to avenge 
Doratlil- goaſe for their ſtratagems and perfidy. 

„ By the death of her father, this Princefs is be- 
come ſovereign. Her Grandſire Illabouſatrou has 
given her for her Vizirs the moſt accompliſhed ge- 
nies; but that iſle is alone in tranquillity in which is 
her capital; the ſix others, with the ſeven ſeas com- 
poling her dominions, are in actual revolt, and ex- 
poſed to danger. One reſource only remains; and 
the ſtars at this moment point it out. Habib, to 
whom the has given her aſfections, mult preſent him- 
felf before her, aud deliver her from her enemies.” 
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While Haboul was ſpeaking, the young Sultan 
experienced all the viciſſitudes of hope and fear, as 
wonders ſeemed to crowd upon cach other. His 
eyes remained fixed, his reſpiration ſuſpended ; emo- 
tions, never known before, agitated his boſom, 
Called upon by deſtiny to the dominion of the ſeven 
ſeas; to receive the hand of a Princeſs, whoſe hap. 
pineſs depended upon him alone, he burned to en- 
counter the dangers which menaced him; and love, 
combined with ambition, prompted him to an enter-— 
priſe, the ſucceſs of which promi ſed him a double 
crown. 

« Bcloved and powerful genie,” ſaid he to his 
protector, what courte am I to take? Before you 
leave me, vouchſafe to explain to me the moſt effec- 
tual means of f ing to the relief of her who expects 
every thing ſrom me. My tranquillity, or even my 
life, would be of ſmall moment, to juſtify her par- 
tiality in my favour, and thoſe decrees of fate which 
deſtine us for each other.“ 

“ In this noble tranſport,” ſaid Haboul, I 
diſcern my pupil, and the ſon of the illuſtrious Sa- 
lamis! But be aware, tay beloved Habib, that the 
genies, who are your rivals with Dorathil-goaſe, 
and your avouwed enemies, will oppoſe themſelves to 
you, ill inluence vicious men to act involuntarily 
in their behalf. The animals, the elements, and 
even nature itſelf, will in concert aid their deteſtable 
projects. But God and my courage never will 
forſake me, replied Habib, “ and I ſhall have the 
benefit of your aid and iriendſhip.“ „ Doubtleſs, 
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anſwered the Genie, © I could effectually aſſiſt you, 
if I were not under the neceſũty of rendering to the 
earth the mortal body of the Indian Knight; but I 
am ſubject to a ſtern neceſſity, which I am unable 
to clude. Reſolutely perſevere in your generous pur- 
poſe ; expect not from me at preſent to point out the 
path you are to purſue. The whole extent of the 
earth now divides you from your miitrefs ; but deſ- 
tiny will open you a way to her dominions, which 
themalice of her enemies ſtrives to render inacceſſible. 
6] have heard you ſay, my dear Haboul, that cou- 
rage may conquer even deſtiny.” © When no alter- 
native remains, recourſe muſt be had to extremes. 
Wait for ſome circumſtance which will thew you 
what you are to do. What you mult undertake me- 
naces your ſafety. But go; dare the ferocity of the 
hon; without my aſſiſtance, you have atrealy with 
your dagger deſtroyed one. Familiarize yourſelf 
with dancers ; thus preparing yourlelt for what you 
have to encounter. Adieu. I ſhall not enter the 
camp of Salamis, with whom I mult avoid expla- 
nation; aid if he {hall learn from you what I have 
been, and who I am, it muſt be concealed from 
every on» elſe. Be aſſured of the conſtant friendſhip 
of him who has not always loved mankind ; you 
haye reconciled me to them.” At theſe words, he 
mounted his ſtecd, and vaniſhed. 

Soon as he loſt ſight of the young Sultan, he 
plunged into the deſert, and ſtopped at the foot of a 
hill, and in a neighbouring trench left the mortal 
body he had animated, and availing himſelf of the 
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two laſt days permitted him by Solomon, he tran- 
ſported himſelf to the frontiers of the realms of Do- 
rathil-goaſe. 

A black ſquadron prevented his approach; but he 
learned from a ſpirit who had left his party, that the 
white iſle, the yellow ifle, the green iſle, the red 
iſle, and the blue iſle, had been fubuued by the rebel 
genie Abarikaf, who at firſt maſter of the black iſle 
only, had polleſſed himſelf of the others, as well as 
of the ſeas which divided them. The Princeſs, im- 
mured-in Medinazilbator, her capital, was miſtreſs 
only of the country in which it was ſituated. Tt 
was all that the prote ion of her grandfather Illa- 
bouſatrou, and the efforts of the genies who were his 
Vizirs, could preſerve from the attacks of a rival, 
who, from the abyſs of the ocean, had aſſembled a 
legion of revolted ſpirits. The fix iſles ſubject to 
their power were governed by chiefs ſtill more wicked 
and tyrannical. The people were the victims of 
their vices, and the ſport of their abominable enchant- 
ments. In vain did Dorathil-goaſe invoke the de- 
liverer promiſed by the fates. Every avenue was 
guarded, and her abode inacceſſible to man; nature 
itſelf appeared to be under the controul of thoſe ma- 
lignant genies, 

Haboul lamented in fecret the dangerous obſtacles 
which the valour of his pupil would have to ſurmount. 
But compelled to inactivity and filence, he waited 
anxiouſly for the moment when his protection would 
be neceſſary. He reſumed his ſituation and ordinary 
duties, and expected what was to happen. | 
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Habib, as ſoon as his guide had left him, ran to 
Salamis and Amirala, and imparted to them the 
wonderful things which had occurred. The luſtre 
of his eyes, the emotion of his voice, and the diſor- 
der of his words, at once diſplayed the dangers before 
him, the charms of Dorathil-goaſe, his terrors, and 
his hopes. Upon me alone ſhe mult depend,“ ſaid 
he, with a noble ardour, “ nor muſt I think of re- 
poſe till I have delivered her. Every moment is of 
conſequence ; and who ſhall terrify me from the 
path that leads to her?“ 

His parents faw that his extraordinary paſſion was 
not ſo much the effect of ſympathy, as of a power 
from above, which they were unable to controvert. 
Far, there fore, from oppoſing his determination, they 
endeavoured to place his duty before him, conſtantly 
reminding him of the wiſe leſſons of his inſtructor; 
and the young Sultan, as well to obey theſe, as to 
avoid a diſguſting inactivity, left the camp. He re- 
tired to a place of ſolitude in a verdant valley, over- 
looked by the neighbouring mountains, where Sala- 
mis was encamped, and where he had purſued his 
exerciſes with Haboul. Here it was, when ex- 
changing their military labours for a ſweeter em- 
ployment, they had checked, by a bank, the courſe 
of a ſmall rivulet, and collected its waters in a baſon 
formed by nature. A delightful ſhade was formed 
by the trees, whoſe interwoven branches juſt admit- 
ted a view of the hills around. Every ſpecies of 
plants, the moſt rare and the moſt fragrant, grew. 
plentifully on the banks of the ſtream, and the earth, 
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happily ſheltered from the heat of the ſun, and re- 
freſhed by the water, profuſely diſplayed all the riches 
of nature. Atalittle diſtance was a cottage, formed 
of the branches of trees, covered with reeds, and 
fenced with mats. The ſkins of the wild beaſts they 
had deſtroyed furniſhed their ſofas, and an outward 
incloſure, well defended with ſtakes, prevented any 
hoſtile : entrance. In engaging Habib to conſtruct 
«this place of retreat, Haboul taught him the power 
of acting one day effectually for himſelf. Sitting in 
the entrance of their ſolitary reſidence, he bade him 
contemplate the lovely ſccne, of which he was the 
preſent maſter. Have you not,” ſays he, a ſin- 
gular gratification, in being indebted to yourſelf 


alone for the delights you here enjoy? So it is that 


we can never be perfectly happy, but from our own 


exertions. 
This retirement, which infinitely delighted Ha- 


bib, was well calculated to feed his growing paſſion. 
Often did he here ſhut himſelf up, to meditate on 


the ſole object of his thoughts, and of the means of 
ſeeing her. One day, whilſt he was abſorbed in 
thought, his eyes fixed on his book, of which he did 
not read a ſyllable, his imagination wholly engroſſed 
by martial or amorous ideas, he on a ſudden heard 
an extraordinary noiſe in the air. He dropped on 
one knee; gently removed the branches Which ob- 
ſtructed his view, and beheld a deep ſhade ſpread 

over the waters. It ſlowly deſcended, and after 
hovering about for a ſhort period, it ſettled upon the 
bank. It was a bird, of a dark grey colour, and 
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moſt enormous ſize ; on its back it carried a pavil- 
jon; its incloſure was a green turf, its entrance and 
windows adorned with feſtoons of flowers. | 
The bird having alighted, the pavillion opened. 
There dropped from it a ladder of gold, on the fum- 
mit of which was a figure, ſupported by others, and 
of unequalled beauty. The chief perſonage had 
on her head a turban, formed of her own treſſes and 
bandages of pearls, The beauty of her. complexion 
rivalled the tints of the lily, blended with the roſe.” 
The luſtre of her eyes, and the dimples ſeated near 
her vermilion lips, ſeemed by turns to inſpire the 
ſmiles of good humour, and the moſt animated ſen- 


-timent, She raifed her eyes to Heaven, and the ſun 


ſeemed obſcured ; ſhe dropped them on the earth, 
and the action gave birth to a thouſand flowers; ſhe 
ſmiled, and univerſal nature ſmiled in ſympathy 
around her, But what was Habib's ſituation, when 
he ſaw her advance, with grace the moſt noble and 
impreſſive attending every motion! Finally, reſting 
on the arm of one of the beauties. who attended her, 
ſhe proceeded towards the Sultan's retreat, and ſeated 
herſelf on the turf, fiot two paces from him, with- 
out obſerving him. She looked around her, and 
ſiglicd. They have deceived ng!“ the exclaim- 
ed; © this is not the place of his retreat. Yet theſe 
luxuriant bowers ; this ſweetly-murmuring ttream ; 
thoſe flowers, which art and nature have thus blend- 
ech, are all his work! But, ah! he himſelf is not 
here. But you, ye banks and bowers! who owe 
your beauty to the efforts of my beloved Habib, liſten 
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to my voice; tell the charming youth, when his 
preſence ſhall bleſs this delightful ſolitude, that the 
tender Dorathil-goaſe comes to ſeek her hero in the 
boſom of Arabia, to offer him her throne and her 
heart; and thus to accompliſh their common deſti- 
nies. And muſt ſhe then be compelled to abandon 
theſe regions, without ſeeing the idol of her ſoul !” 
Thus ſpake the aflited Princeſs, carrying her hand 
to her eyes, as if to check her burſting tears. At 
this moment Habib threw himſelf at her fect, with- 
out being able to reſtrain his emotions. Ah!” 
the cried, © is it you that I beho!d!” caſting, at the 
fame moment, her eyes at the Prince and at the por- 
trait inſeparable from her boſom.” Queen of my 
life!“ replied he, ardently kiſſing her hand, “ it is 
your lover! your deliverer!“ A folemn ſilence, the 
effect of love and admiration, enſued on both ſides. 
'Theſe exquiſite and pure ſenſations endured but 
for a moment. A ſudden noiſe was-heard ; a bird 
was ſeen in the air; it approached; changing its 
form, a genie appeared in a human ſhape. © Isit 
you, Ilbaracas!“ ſhe cried, ** What urgent motive 
has induced you to quit Medinazilbator, and ſeek me 
here. Queen,” anſwered the genie, ** the to- 
tal loſs of your dominions is endangered by your ab- 
ſence. The rebel Abarikaf ſeizes this oportunity of 
attacking your only remaining illand. Your Grand 
Vizir in vain oppoſes the hoſts of enemies which in- 
feſt your coaſts. All the rival genies are ranged un- 
der the banners of your enemy; the ſeas, the rivers, 
are darkened by their approach. The roaring of li- 
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ons, ſeabulls, and hippopotami terrify your people. 
The wide-ſpreading echoes communicate alarm to 
your very capital. Haſten to oppoſe the charms of 
your Taliſman to their fury ; avail yourſelf of the 
only paſſage which remains, directing your courſe 
through the middle region of the air.“ 

At this recital, the blood of Habib boiled in his 
veins; his eyes ſparkled ; his perſon ſeemed enlarged 
beyond its uſual proportion ; his rough and elevated 
voice inſpired terror. Let us meet,” he cried, 
e theſe monſters; I will purge the earth and the 
ſeas; I will avenge Heaven and the Queen!“ — 
« Prince,” replied the aſtoniſhed Ilbaracas, * It 
you were armed as you ought to be, you might at- 
tempt this enterpriſe. "The foes of Solomon can 
alone be vanquiſhed by the arms of Solomon. Theſe 
mu{t be ſought on the heights of Caucaſus, and a 
thouſand dangers are involved in the attempt.“ — 
Then addrefling himſelf to the Queen, Madam,” 
he continued, “ the moments are precious; an in- 
ſtant of inactivity may cauſe the villain Abarikaf to 
triumph.“ The two lovers, after a tender embrace, 
parted, with a dignity worthy of their greatneſs. 
Dorathil-goaſe entered her pavilion; the bird com- 
menced his flight, and was ſoon out of ſight. Ha- 
did followed it with his eyes, and yielded, with 
more impreſſion than before, to the fire of love, and 
4 U1rlt for glory. 

Adieu,“ he cried, © thou beneficent ſpring, 
who refreſheſt me with thy ſtream and ſalutary baths ! 
Flou no longer poſſeſſeſt any balm for me. My 
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veins are inflamed with a fire_thou never canſt ex- 
tinguiſn. Adieu, ye banks, which the feet of my 
beloved have preſſed! preſerve the dear impreſſion, 
if ever my eyes ſhall behold ye again! Adieu, ye 
ſhrubs, who extended over her your gentle ſhade! 
indulge in endleſs tranſport, that ye have once pro- 
tected her beauties! Adieu, thou earth, which haſt 
witneſſed my felicity, nor think that Habib ever can 
forget thee. Compared with thee, the ſuperbeſt 
palace will in my eyes be vile. Here it was that 
my heart expanded itſelf to bliſs, and where, for the 
firſt time, 1 felt the parching flames of love! Yet 
here too it was, that I experienced the moſt terrible 
privation ; here was Dorathil- goaſe taken from me! 
Yes, I will dare the vengeance of thoſe who diſpute 
her with me. Mighty Prophet, ſhew me the path 
which leads to her. I would pierce the heart of the 
treacherous Abarikaf, and thou, great Solomon, if 
am not unworthy to hcar the inſtruments of thy 
glory, give me wings to reach the top of Caucaſus. 
Oh! that ſheltered. beneath this ſhield, I might 
vanquiſh the enemies of my beloved Queen!” 
Habib, after , finiſhing his prayers, and perſorm- 
ing his abſutions, returned to his father's camp, 
with the determination of proceeding to Caucaſus as 
ſoon as he ſhould obtain permiſſion. It may ealily 
be ſuppoſed with what eng rgy he deſcribed to Sala- 
mis and Amirala the particulars of his late adven- 
ture; but how great was the aſtoniſhment of his pa- 
rents, on heating him vow, in the molt ſolemn 
manner, never to enjoy the ſweets of repoſe, till he 
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ſhould reach the ſummits of Caucaſus! © What 
deſperate enterpriſe is this?” exclaimed the Emir. 
« Know you not, that this mountain is at the ex- 
tremity of the earth; that to reach it, you muſt paſs 
through inhoſpitable deſerts! men, indeed, you may 
overcome; but how will you endure the ſeverities of 

a climate, with which you are unacquainted ! What 
reſource have you againſt that univerſal barrenneſs, 
which exhauſts the extenſive countries in your way? 
Theſe are enemies you cannot overcome.” © Ah! 
my father,” returned Habib, “ what terrors can re- 
ſtrain me, when urged by love, by glory, and by 
deſtiny! and were I without theſe impulſes, a de- 
teſtation of tyrants is fixed within my heart, and I 
would ranſack the boſom of the earth, to find Aba- 
rikaf!“ 

Salamis was obliged to yield to theſe ſentiments, 
with which he himſelf had inſpired his fon; nor 
could he oppoſe emotions congenial with his own. 
He ſelected a band of twenty men, whoſe courage 
and difcretion he had proved; theſe he appointed to 
accompany his ſon, with a fuitable equipage. T'wo 
camels were appointed to carry the tents and baggage. 
The day of their departure arrived ; the ſeparation 
was painful and atflicting. The tender Amirala 
thus, with many tears, exclaimed, 

« My Ccdar, ſupported by vigorous fibres, ſur- 
pailed thoſe of Lebanon in beauty; the birds of Hea- 
ven build their neſts beneath its branches; our flocks 
feed under its ſhade! and lo! in a moment it is hur- 
ried away to barren ſands and ſolitary deſerts. 
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Ye ftormy winds, ſeek not to move it; he waz 
born to arreſt your fury! Ye gloomy clouds and 
lightnings, which precede the thunder, reverence 
the ſtock which bears the ſeat of our mighty pro- 
phet.” © Enough, my dear Amirala,” interrupted 
Salamis. The motive of our ſon is generous; 
his vow engages him to purſue his purpoſe! The 
lioneſs brings not up her young for herſelf; when at 
proper age, an enemy provokes the combat, ſhe 
herſelf hurries them to meet the tigers.” 

At length the caravan departs! Habib proceeds, 
covered with the heavieſt kind of cuiraſs. His 
ſhield, which ſeemed light to him, would have wea- 
ried the ſtrongeſt arm. To him who was on his 
way to glory and Dorathil-goaſe, the fatigue of the 
march was as nothing; the road ſeemed ſtrewed 
with flowers; yet Habib was, in the midſt of de- 
ſerts, wanting every comfort, experiencing the ri- 
gour of thirſt and hunger! Chance ſometimes pre- 
ſented him with ſome wild fruits, and thirſty-ſcat- 
tered ſtreams; but theſe ſlight reſources were ſuih- 
cient to make him forget preceding hardſhips.— 
But the warriors, his companions, were neither lo— 
vers, nor heroes. Two months of fatigue began to 
weaken them; and yet their firſt complaints were 
moderate. A lucky circumſtance brought them to a 
ſpot well ſtocked with cattle; here they obtained 
milk, with which they filled ſome ſkins. Habib 
preſumed that this unexpected ſupply would renew 
their courage, and diſpel their gloom ; but his reti- 
nue conceiving it impoſſible to reach mount Cauca- 
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ſus, without the danger of periſhing by fatigue and 
hunger, they expoſtulated with the young Sultan on 
the buſineſs. 

J had thought,” he exclaimed, “ that my fa- 
ther had ſent men to accompany me; but you, I 
perceive, are but women in arms, nor will I abuſe 
the weakneſs of your ſex; and yet J would obſerve 
that you have already proceeded ſo far, that you 
cannot retreat without danger. But as you conceive 
the dangers before me {till more alarming, give me 
my ſhare of the treaſures confided to you by my fa- 
ther. Take your baggage, and remove your ca- 
mels; I can reſt and ſleep in the open air. It was 
not to aſſiſt me, that I aſſented to your following 
me; I eſteemed you made for glory, and that you 
loved it; I was jealous of partaking mine with brave 
Arabians and brothers; that appellation no longer 
ſuits you. Let us ſeparate ; return to Salamis; ſay 
you have left his ſon in the path to glory, vigorous, 
and full of courage; protected by our holy Prophet, 
and confident of ſucceſs.” 

The firmneſs of this diſcourſe aſtoniſhed the com- 
Panions of his travels; but did not ſhake them from 
their purpoſe. They conſidered him as an obſtinate 
Hol, ſacrificing all to chimæta. We are account- 
able,“ ſaid they to each other, © for our exiſtence 
% our wives and children; and we ſhould be mad, 
ned, to obey the caprice of a young man, who 
ſecls death on the top of Caucaſus, which ſeems to 
recede from us as we advance. Our harneſs is 
"011 vp; Our horſes exhauſted ; and we are, with- 
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out reſource, ſurrounded by deſerts; and yet, if we 
ſhould return without him, to Salamis, he would 
conſider us as cowards, who had abandoned his ſon, 
and would doubileſs ſacrifice us to his vengeance. Oh 
that he might periſh here! here is every neceſſary 
herb to embalm him; we might then place him on 
one of our camels, and peaceably reſtore him to his 
father.” Cowardice waits upon ingratitude, which 
laſt produces guilt. Theſe perſidious men were ſoon 
agreed; but how to ſurpriſe the vigilance of Habib, 


always in arms, always prepared to fell his life dear- 


ly to thoſe who might venture to attack him.— 
During night he ſleeps upon his ſhield; the ſmalleſt 
notle awakens him; his valour and activity never for 
a moment forſook him. 

Amongſt the conſpirators, there was one who, 


though averſe to the crime, was afraid to avow his 


ſentiments; he had murmured as well as the reſt, 
and was therefore fearful of expoſing himſelf to their 
indignation. In revealing the treachery to Habib, 
he expoſed the whole troop to his vengeance; nor 
could he at all be ſecure in the event ; for if the he- 
ro were conqueror, he ſaw himſelf compelled indi- 
vidually to follow him. In this uncertainty, he 
thus addreſſed his companions : 

« Why ſhould you expoſe yourſelves to ſo dan- 
gerous a conteit? Habib never quits his ſword ; and 
before you may be able to defend yourſelves, his 
hand may reach your buſoms. I have a method to 
propoſe, leſs ſanguinary and more certain. I know 


an herb which grows in theſe places, whole leaves 
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ae covered with a white powder, of more powerful 
energy than opium ; this I will procure; and as it 
is my buſineſs to provide his evening's repaſt, I will 


find an opportunity to adminiſter this ; and thus you 


will be enabled to accompliſh your purpoſe, with- 


out danger. If we can plunge him in profound 


repoſe, and thus execute our deſigns, why ſhould 
we ſtain ourſelves with his blood? He never gave 
any of us cauſe of offence ; if prepoſterouſly he urges 
us to expoſe our lives in purſuit of a chimæra, he is 
not more careful of his own ; his frenzy leads to in- 
evitable ruin, and we may provide for our own 
ſafety, without attacking his life. He is the ſon of 
the brave Salamis; our wives and children live in 
tranquillity in his kingdom, and our flocks feed 
ſafely under his protection; he always behaved to us 
as a parent; is there one amoneſt us, with whom, 


in the laſt extremity, he has not divided his ſubſiſt- 


ence: Let not then our hands be polluted with in- 
nocent blood. One day, our holy Prophet may de- 
mand him at our hands. Let us leave Habib in the 
deferts; when once we ſhall have deprived him of 
his arms, and every other reſource, we need not 
fear his reproaching our -ingratitude.” The advice 
of Rabir was accepted; and he was charged with 


the execution of the ſcheme. He gathered the plant 


containing the deſtructive poiſon ; he ſkiltully pre- 
pared a quantity, juſt ſufficient not to bring on 
death; this he reſerved for the opportunity which, 
in the evening, preſented itſelf. They came to a 
plain, where the freſhneſs of a ſmall ſtream afforded 
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excellent paſture. Habib was perſuaded to take 
ſome reſt ; which he did, rather from diſcretion than 
neceſſity. He retired in confidence to his tent, 
took ſome food, and ſwallowed the drug which had 
been prepared for him, in a cup of milk, The 
conſpirators availing themſelves of the ſituation of 
their- Prince, took all they could carry away, and 
haſtily departed. They left Habib nothing but the 
ſhield beneath his head, the cloak in which he ſlept, 
and the ſword at his girdle. Thus theſe twenty 
Knights, ſelected by Salamis to attend his ſon, 
abandoned him to his fate, They returned towards 
Arabia, and after various fatigues, beheld the ban- 
ners of the Emir waving in the air. 

This moment which might have been thought to 
have produced them delight and tranſport, did but 
excite their confuſion, diitreſs, and remorſe. © How 
ſhall we appear before Salamis ?“ they exclaimed; 
« What ſhall we ſay to him on the loſs of his ſon: 
Rabir, thou who haſt lo well begun and conducted 
our project; help us happily to conclude them.“ 
„With reſpect to my intentions,” he replied, 
% you were deceived ; when I faw you reſolved u 
ſhed the blood of Habib, I ſtudied to avert you from 
one crime, by inviting you to another; and {er this 
it was I conſented to be your accomplice; now ] 
am the victim of remorſ:, I ſhould not be able to 
invent a lye to conceal our treachery; my looks, 
ray countenance, my ſilence, my perplexity, would 
betray you. Do ſome of you invent a itory ; let the 
boldeſt of you tell it; I will not impeach, but it 18 
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impoſſible for me to aſſiſt you.“ “ Well, then,“ 
exclaimed one, “I will take it upon me.“ 

The caravan arrived at the camp of Salamis. The 
F-nir and his dear Amirala haſtened to meet the 
band, eager to ſee their ſon. But what was their 
aſtoniſhment! They beheld only tears; they heard 
noihing but deep fighs! He who had taken upon 
him to ſpeak, advanced towards Salamis, and ſpoke 
as follows: 

« Mighty Emir, we are returned, full of anguiſh 
at the ſad tale we have to relate. You ſeek your 
fon — Heaven has taken him from your hopes. 
The deſerts through which we marched are infeſt- 
ed by venomous ferpents, which lie concealed be- 
neath the ſand. One evening, our Prince about to 
offer his devotions, ſtretched his mantle before him; 
at the moment of his kneeling, a ſerpent darted 
upon him, and wounded him in the face; horror 
and death followed immediately. We would have 
embalmed his body, and brought it to you, but the 
violence of the poiſon was ſo extreme, that we were 
compelled to bury him in the ſand, to avoid the con- 
tagion which threatened to enſue.” 

On hearing this, the Emir tore his robes and his 
beard, and threw duſt upon his perſon. The in- 
conſolable Amirala made the camp re-echo with her 
cries; and the ſixty-ſix tribes of Salamis were over- 
whelined with ſorrow. 

And now to [peak of Habib—have his eyes again 
beheld the day, or has the fpirit of the poiſon robbed 
the Queen of the Seven Seas of the dear object of 
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her hopes? The fun roſe in the Eaſt, with all his 
majeſty, and beaming from an horizon, which no 
yapours obſcured, his rays darted on the eyelids of 
Habib. The birds from the ſummit of the trees, 
which ſhaded the meadows, poured their ſweet me- 
lody ; the perfume of the flowers regaled the young 
hero; and the breath of zephyr agitating his locks, 
gave a {weet freſhneſs to his cheeks. All nature was 
rouſed, and invited him to awake; nor did the ſo— 
portiic draught any longer prevent him. He opened 
his eyes, and impreited with the. delightful ſcenes 
around him, he believed himſelf ſtill loſt in the illu— 
ſions of an enchanting dream. But his error did 
not long continue; he aroſe ; recalled his ſenſes, 
and his memory; looking around him, univyer:al 
ſilence prevailed. He extended his view, and beheld 
nought but deſerts. He called for his companions, 
his arms, his horſe; all were vaniſned. Ah!“ 
he exclaimed, “ our Knights were without virtue; 
they feared labour and death; to eſcape theſe, they 
have plunged themſelves in infancy. Mourn, un- 
happy Arabia! | 

«© Where is thy glory, hapleſs Arabia! cover 
thyſelf with duſt; bathe thyſeli with tears; let thy 
howlings rouſe the tygers, and alarm the panthers; 
thou haſt given birth to the crime of perfidy! Who 
mall be faithful, when a Knight of Arabia ceaſes to 
be ſo! We thall hereafter be vile; our great Prophet 
forſakes his countrymen; no more ſhall the culture 
of our ſoil be proſperous; it ſhall produce wild 
fruits alone. Ye flocks, which wander in our val- 
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lies, no longer ſhall your dugs give milk! Ye peo- 
ple, active and induſtrious, who expect your abun- 
dance to the arid lands of Heſaber and Philanioth, 
rake the happy country ye now poſſeſs; quit your 
arms! Why load yourſelves uſeleſsly with ſhiclds 
and armour? prepare for flight or ſlavery! The 
ances which ye hurl, the arrows from your bows, 
are become as contemptible reeds, ſince honour has 
fied from Arabia. Bend to receive your fetters; 
here virtue prevails no more; freedom no longer has 
dominion! Inſult not the effeminacy of Egypt, or 
the Syrian, who, for the ſake of gain, dares the in- 
con{tancy of the ocean; no longer can you be conſi- 
dered as defenders. O Salamis! O my father !— 
When you ſhall aſk of theſe perhdious men the trea- 
ſure you confided to them, when thy awſul voice mall 
exclaim, Where is my fon? how thall difinay 
link into their ſouls! Puſillanimous wretches! Re 
turn not to Arabia; afflict not by your pre!cnto 
theſe whom ye are about to diſhonour. In ivl)}ow- 
ing me, ye feared: toil, famine, and death. 
they all purſue you from one deſert to another! 
Thou ſtar, which didſt preſide at the nativity of 
Habib, and who didit invite him, urged by high deſ- 
tiny, to dare a thouſand dangers, vouchfafe to look 
upon him. He contemns the preſent, and prepares 
to encounter future labours. May thy influence 
give him firmneſs, and ſupport him in his progreſs. 
Thou tower of Muilulmen, I bow before thec!“ 
Saying this, Habib kneeled by the ſide of the ri- 
vulct; and he made lis ablutions, and addrefled his 
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prayers to God and his holy Prophet ; doubtlefs with 
more fervor, but with as much calmneſs, as if in 
the tent of his father, 

He looked eagerly at the polar ftar, from hence- 
forth to be his guide, He perceived a lofty and 
craggy mountain; which he determined to climb; 
he ſaw near him his ſhield and mantle. © Dear 
gifts of Heaven!” he cried, © ye were ſnatched 
from the hands of the traitors. Ye ſhall be my 
rampart and defence.” He felt his ſword at his ſide, 
Fear no man, he ſaid, © beloved Dorathil-goaſe! 
Your Knight has his arms, and the means of aveng- 
ing you on your enemies.” About to depart, he 
perceived fome plants which Il-Haboul had taught 
him to know, and whoſe roots might ufford him 
fubſiſtence. He then proceeded on this way, with 
lf diſquietude than when accompanied by his band. 
With his head bare, he ſupported, without mur- 
mur, the full blaze of the fun, his activity and 
ſtrength carried him rapidly along ; he ſtopped but 
to repeat his three prayers; refreſhing himfelf at 
intervals with the roots he had provided. He ar- 
rived before night at the foot of the mountain he 
had perceived in the morning. He ſaw a trench 
full of water, but of a depth which, without the 
greateſt exertions, it was impoſſible to reach. A 
tree was bent down over it by the violence of the 
current; he cut down another with his ſword, 
which joining to the firit, he gently glided down to 
the water, in order to ſatisfy his devouring thirſt. 
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_ In the 1nean time, impreſſed by the unexpected 
bleſling he had experienced, he did not ſatisfy his 
appetite, till he had piouſly performed his ablution, 
and returned thanks to the God of Nature, and Ma- 
- homet his Prophet. He then aſcended from the 
trench. 

He was here compelled to paſs the night, and to 
guard againſt the wild beaſts. He ſaw, at the diſ- 
tance of a few yards, a cavity which the waters had 
nade in the rock; he ſoon collected ſome immenſe 
ſtones, and formed a kind of grotto, in which he 
might ſecurely flzev. He ſtretched out his mantle ; 
placed his buckler beneath his head, and prepared to 
ſleep, though not without reflecting on his ſitua- 
tion.“ The brave man,” ſays he, finds his 
tent every Where, whilſt the coward knows not 
where to lay his head. Happy they who in camps: 
have learned to ſleep, amidſt the ſound of trumpets ! 
aim the thunder will not diſturb. II-Haboul and 
my father have brought me to be a man! Salamis, 

-Haboul, and Dorathil-goaſe, ſee your fon, your 
pupil, your lbver! He fleeps in peace beneath a 
rock, expecting to awake to glory. Ye ſtars, ene- 
mies of our happinels, ye oppoſe the will of Hea- 
ven; but ye ſhall one day be extinguiſhea. I dare 
your fury from this enormous rock which overſha- 
dows me; I ſhould dread ye more in a pavilion 
formed by human hands.“ 

Having ſaid this, he fell afleep. The fierce inha- 
bitants of the foreſt, allured by the foot of a travel- 
ler, to the rock, came howling round his cave. 
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They roared aloud, and already diſputed with each 
other for the prey, of which they deemed themſelves 
maſters. Love might have awakened the adorer of 
Dorathil-goaſe ; fear could not diſturb his repoſe. 
He wanted reſt, and in ſpite of the horrible roarings 
of lions and tygers, nature kindly ſhed her poppies 
over him. At length, the glimmering of morn ap- 
peared through the apartures of the huge incloſure 
which ſurrounded Habib. He roſe ; again deſcend- 
cd to the pit, performing his ablution and his prayers. 
He taſted a little of the roots he had left, and 1e- 
ſuming his mantle and his buckler, purſued his 
route. 

After with difficulty reaching the mountain's 
ſummit, a gulph preſented itſelf ſtill more inacceſ- 
ſible. No practicable means of palling it appeared ; 
he leaped from rock to rock ; if he eame to more 
level ground, he trod on deep and ſcorching ſands. 
In thoſe places which were better defended from the 
ſun, not a blade of graſs was to be feen, nor a ſingle 
drop of water. Nature had dried up theſe terriſic 
climes, and ſeemed to conduct the wanderer to the 
regions of death, 

Habib, worn out with fatigue, with thirſt, and 
hunger, ſaw his proviſion of roots exhauſted. He 
accelerates his pace, to arrive before night at the 
mountain before him. After many efforts he did 
ſo; but he found no ſprings of water. In haſte he 
forms a hut of ſtones, where, overcome by fatigue 
and hunger, he incloſed himſelf. In the mean 
time, he employed the only means in his power 
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to refreſh his tongue and palate, which the duſt 
and ſun had inflamed. Having obſerved in the 
places he had traverſed, that the dews were copious, 
he ſtretched his handkerchief upon a rock without 
his hut, intending to refreſh himſelf with the dew, 
when a ſufficient quantity ſhould appear to have 
fallen. After this ſtep, which he took to prevent a 
greater evil, he refreſhed himſelf, firſt of all diſ- 
charging the duties of a true Muſſulman. But he 
did not fleep, till he had firſt held a conference with 
himſelf: 

The path to glory lying through toil, has fate 
promiſed thee that every comfort ſhall attend thee as 


thou proceedeit ? Thou art in a delert : inquire of 


* * 


Mahomet why he did not command Moles to rain 
honey and manna tor thee, as he did for the children 
of Abraham? Dorn for conteſt, thou contendeſt; 
preſerve thy firmneſs, Habib; Heaven is for thee, 
but thou wanteſt its aid. The applanfes of Salamis 

i Amarila, of IIl-Haboul, of Heaven itſelf; 1 
1180 and 5 of Dorathil-gonſe, the throne of the 
Seren Seas, are the prize ef thy labours. Paſs 
through the fire, without hrinking; thou art on thy 
way to glory!“ Habib then ſum 98 his pati- 


1 


ence and fortinide, ſlept in tranquillity, He awoke 


early; he left his incloſure to take his nd chief. 


n 1 , 
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t collect it. Bleſſed be the Creator of the Univerſe! 
rm rocks, hardened by the ſun, at the word of 
15 Creator ye become perennial fountains | Hunger 
and thirit ily before the maſter of all things; the 
treaſures of plenty expand themſelves to his will !” 

Betwixt two rocks our traveller met with a den of 
tygers. The female advanced to protect her young; 
at ſight of a ſtranger, her eyes ſparkled with unuſual 
fire; ſhe beat the air with her tail; the echo re- 
peated her howlings. She darted upon the hero; he 
defended himſelf with his ſhield, and with a firm 
and vigorous hand plunged his ſword in the heart of 
the animal. The tygreſs fell; and Habib availing 
himſelf of the bleſſing lent him, made a cloak of the 
ſkin ;* cut off ſuch parts of the body as might ſerve 
for food, in caſe of neceſſity, and returned thanks to 

Heaven and Mahomet for his victory. It grew 
late ; and he began to think of a retreat from the 
night. The tyger's den preſented him with one al- 
ready made. After deſtroying the young ones, he 
diſpoſed it within, and defended the entrance by an 
immenſe ſtone. He then placed his handkerchief to 
receive the dew, and repoſed himſelf upon the ſkin 
of the tygreſs. Night enſued; the handkerchief 
was full of dew ; he prefled it out into the ſkull of 
the tygreſs ; ſome ſlices of its fleſh, expoſed by day 
to the ſun, furniſhed him an exquilite repaſt. He 
ſatisfied his hunger; and reclining himſelf to reſt, 
flept ſoundly, after firſt elevating his ſoul to more 

5 


ſublime ideas. 
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« The bleſſings of the Moſt High, ſaid he,“ are 
diffuſed throughout all nature, which, if ſhe be even 
avaricious, can be obliged to ſatisfy the claims of the 
induſtrious. Thanks be to thee, O Mahomet.— 
Abandoned by his friends, Habib has thy protec- 
tion, and doubtleſs is accompanied by one of theſe 
beings whom thou commandeſt. The way before 
me is eaſy. An enemy appeared! At the firſt on- 
ſet he fell ; his ſkin ſerves me for cloathing ; his 
fleſh ſupports me; I drink from his ſkull. Tremble, 
ye daring enemies of Dorathil- goaſe, whoſe knight, 
unarmed, has been victorious : under the eye of the 
prophet, he advances to rout the encmies of Solo- 
mon.“ 

Habib, full of ſtrength and courage, roſe before 
day, and proceeded on his way, with more activity 
than ever; yet he ſtill could not diſcern the place at 
which he aimed ; and new difficulties and new dan- 
gers ſeemed to grow under his fcet. In theſe wilds, 
where the foot of man never came, he beheld nought 
but ſavage beaſts, who avoided him, or which he 
had to attack with his ſword ; huge ſerpents, which 
he was obliged to cruſh with fragments of rocks; 
and his vigorous exertions, weakened by the uncer- 
tainty of the event, were injurious to his natural 
ſtrength; all the bottom of theſe high mountains he 
had traverſed ; when he had but a few roots remain- 
ing, he perceived a ſandy plain, terminated alone by 
the horizon: he found himſelf obliged to traverſe 
this immenſe ſpace, without expeQation of any re- 
ſource. This, in any common boſom, would have 
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prompted invincible deſpair. Habib thought only 
of the means of ſurmounting this new perplexity. 

He could not advance by day, without being ſcorched 
by the ſun's rays, and without loſing the uſe of his 
feet, burnt by the fiery ſands. Beſides this, he was 
unable to procure a drop of water to aſſuage his 
thirſt. And how by night ſhould he form a place of 
retirement, in the midit of ſands? The tygers and 
panthers, who rove more during the night, might 
dart upon him unawares, and make him their prey. 
Viewing the ocean of ſand before his eyes, and the 
ſun in his meridian glory, he pauſed. By means of 
his ſword, he ſo diſpoſed his ſhield, as to protect his 
head from the ſun; he then reclined on his tyger's 
ſkin, and ſlept. As ſoon as the night had unfolded 
her veil, he rouſed himſelf from fleep, and procced- 
ed. The handkerchief which was to receive the 
dew, was ſuſpended from his neck, and waved over 
his ſhoulders. Thus he prevented thirſt; but how 
was he to appeaſe his hunger? He had no more than 
two roots left, nor could he tell whether Providence 
would furniſh him with any refource ; yet he was 
able, and with tranſport, to enjoy the ſcene which 
the Heavens afforded him. 

IThe magnificent arch of the firmament enve- 
lopes nature, and ſhelters the nakedacſs of the de- 
ſerts. Is there any corner of the carth, in which 
man is not compelied to admire the wonders of the 
Creator ? In its very boſom we ſhould find gold and 
rubics, and rivers, which are ſtill more valuable, 


% y ; OOTY N42 
The moon riſcs in the horizon, and takes the ollice 


ARABIAN TALES. 279 


of the ſun; the ſtars, which give down the dew, 
go before her. Even ye, O arid ſands, would be 
refreſhed, but that the ſun, darting his rays upon 
you, cannot move you from your eternal ſterility. 
An ungrateful heart 1s like the ſand of the deſerts ; 
the bleflings of Heaven are ſhowered upon it, with- 
out leaving any traces of its beneficence. Courage, 
Habib! thou never halt deſpiſed what was created 
for thee ! There in yonder agitated ſky, thy deſtinies 
are weighed. Banith every fear; proceed with a firm 
and vigorous ſtep ; Heaven 1s on thy ſide. Behold 
yon awful ſtillneſs which prevails in the higher fir- 
mament! There are thy judges ; there Mahomet 
and lus ſeven prophets are ſupplicating for thee. 
(Great prophet! friend of God! a Muſſulman cries 
in the deſert ; hear his voice, his prayer; his object 
is heroic 3 thou wert the model of heroes. Glory 
and love inflame his ſoul. Thou on earth didſt not 
diſdain that which carries with it the ſiguature of 
virtue,” Thus it was that Habib was enabled to 
ſorget his fatigue and his wants. 

Towards morning, as he viewed the horizon at a 
diſtance, he thought he diſcovered a ſmall black 
point. At length he cried, © The plain I traverſe 
has an end! What I ſce yonder doubtleſs is a moun- 
tain, or ſoine vapoury mals, riſing from places 
which are inhabited. Habib, thou wilt ſee men; 
paſſion may perhaps arm men againſt each other; 
but naturally man is rejoiced at the ſight of his fel- 
low creatures. Thoſe, perhaps, have never ſeen a 
child of Providence; I will ſhew him to them, and 
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oblige them to believe in Providence: I will not ſay 
to them, I want gold and filver, flocks, and tents, 
and ſlaves ; I wil] entreat of them a cup of water, 
an handful of rice, and the way to Caucaſus,” 

Habib redoubled his efforts to reach that black 
point, but it appeared always to preſerve the ſame 
diſtance. Tormented with thirſt and hunger, weak- 
ened by the exceſſive heat, he ſtopped and reclined 
himſelf, while his fancy, poflc:Jed by chimerical 
hopes, ſoon procured him a refreſhing fleep. The 
freſhneſs of the evening awoke him: he had been 
diſturbed by uncaſy dreams. A ſtream ran back to 
its ſource, to withhold its water from his parched 
lips; meats of various kinds were offered him; in- 
viſible hands ſuddenly ſnatched them away. He 
roſe, almoſt exhauſted by fatigue, flattering himſelf, 
that by marching all the night, he might by the 
early day reach the object upon which his eyes had 
been invariably fixed, and upon which his heart 
reſted all its hopes. He exerted all his vigour and 
all his faculties to reſiſt his complicated pains : from 
his internal bravery, he ſtil] triumphs and riſes above 
himſelf. 

The morning at length dawned upon a march, al- 
together without parallel. Still as he advances, the 
black ſpot ſeemed to preſerve the ſame poſition as. 
that ia which it had firſt appeared. In the mean 
time, Habib was without findals ; the burning ſand 
ſcorched his feet; the deſert preſented nothing but 
a ſpace of ſand; his ſtrength gradually failed, and 


all but hope deſerted. him. He ſtretched his tyger's 
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lein upon the ſand ; he dropped upon his knees ; he 
made his ablution with the duſt, and lifting up his 
hands, he addrefſed his prayers eagerly to Heaven, 
and in a tone of grief, and yet of confidence, ex- 
claimed, | 

« I am wandering in an ocean of ſand, to which 
] ſee no limits; the earth, like a cloud, recedes from 
me; I have commanded the ſcorching ſand to ſerve 
me as water for my ablution ; it has, and I am pu- 
rified. The Creator will bring the earth to me, and 
force it to ſupply my wants. My legs refuſe to carry 
me; my knees bend; and I muſt advance, creeping 
on the duſt, to the places where J am called by my 
deſtiny. But what wilt thou ſay, great prophet, 
when thou ſeeſt a child of thy tribe crawling Tike a 
worm!“ Whilſt he thus ſpake, and his eyes were 
ſtill fixed upon the object towards which he ſeemed 
ineffectually to advance, he beheld what feemed as 
a point, detach itſelf, and advance towards him, 
After hovering round, it deſcended ; it was a bird, 
of a monſtrous ſize-; it alighted on the ground, at 
about fiſty paces from him, and there remained with- 
out motion. 

Habib roſe, and approached it. As he came 
within a little diſtance, he exclaimed, *©* Bird! thou 
art a creature of the Almighty! I reſpect thee as a 
work of his providence. If thou art ſent to the aid 
of an unfortunate, but faithful, Muſſulman, perfi- 
dioully abandoned by his companions, I call upon 
thee, in the name of God, and his prophet, to give 
me ſome ſignal of thy mitlion.” The bird ſtretched 
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out his wings, and bowed his head to Habib. The 
Prince drawing near him, perceived a ſilken thread 
line hanging from his talons, to which a damalk 
cuſhion was annexed. He fat down upon 1t, taking 
hold of the line; in a moment the bird roſe with him 
into the air. © Ye ſandy deſerts,” exclaimed Ha- 
bib, as he approached the clouds, © to me ye now 
ſeem as a grain of duſt ! Preſent your images of death 
and famine to monſters and venomous reptiles ; ye 
cannot hurt a ſervant of the Deity and his prophet. 
Thou bird! the meſſenger of the Almighty ! bear 
me to Mount Caucaſus, to where the arms of So- 
lomon the wiſe and great are depoſited.” The bird 
obeyed; and bore young Habib to the mountain 
where he wiſhed to go: but the agitation of his 
ſenſes, increaſed by the rapidity of his motion through 
the air, yet more enervated him. He was received 
by Il-Haboul, and by him removed to a ſpot, where 
a ſoft and agreeable warmth ſoon reſtored him. 

As ſoon as he became more compoſed, gratitude 
took poſſeſſion of his ſoul. And is it you,“ he 
cried, © my deareſt I|-Haboul ? You, then, have 
never forſaken me.” * The will of thoſe who are 
ſuperior to me, my valiant Prince,” anſwered the 
genie, ©* have brought you here; a bud of the great 
Solomon bore you ; it is my duty to receive you; and 
you may judge how delightful I eſteemed the office. 
I am not ignorant of the treachery againſt you; of 
your ſufferings in the deſert ; nor of the horrid de- 
ſpair to which your father is delivered. Guardian 
of the treaſures of Solomon, which are in the boſom 
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of the earth, I dare not, without his orders, relin- 
quiſh my ſtation. Heaven ordains that virtue ſhould 
be proved by a reverſe of fortune : the ſufferings of 
Salamis and Amirala are equal to yours ; the crown 
of glory awaits you, but it mult be obtained by vio- 
lent efforts.” 

Whilſt he was ſpeaking, a collation preſented it- 
ſelf on the table; it was compoled of ſuch things as 
might refreſh, without oppreſſing, a {tomach, weak - 
enced by too rigorous abſtinence. Habib made uſe 
of it, with aſtoniſhment, to find ſuch delicacies in 
the midſt of a deſert, the moit horrid that can be 
imagined, © The place in which you are,” faid 
[!-Haboul, “ is full of enchantments; the great 
Solomon, by his profound wiſdom, is in a manner 
maſter of univerſal nature; before he took his ſeat 
near the prophet, he here depoſited all his treaſures ; 
here are thoſe arms with which he combats men and 
rchellious ſpirits, Illabouſatrou, father of Dora- 
thil-goaſe, myſelf, and the other genies of the race 
of Eblio, felt in good time our inferiority, and ſub- 
mitted ourſelves. The others, leſs diſcreet, are 
confined in dungeons not far from hence; the for- 
midable Abarikaf, whom you have to oppoſe, with 
many other rebels, eſcaped from bondage by flight, 
artifice, or violence, Thus far, Habib, you have 
diſcovered firmneſs and conttancy ; your valour has 
been diſplayed againſt the beaſts of the foreſt ; nor 
has danger or want appalled you. The eye which 
watches over_you, ſuccoured you when your own 
powers were ineffectual. When you ſaw the eagle, 
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you had ſtill fire mountains of ice to ſfurmount, be. 
fore you could have reached Caucaſus, The dan- 
gers which menace you, are of a different kind : it 
mult be by a calm courage, which no terrors can 
affect, that you muſt obtain from the treaſures of 
Solomon, thoſe arms which no power can reſiſt, 
When repoſe ſhall ſufficiently have reſtored your 
energy, I will inſtruct you what duties you have to 
fulſil, and what means you are to employ.” II-Ha— 
boul then made his pupil retire within the grotto, 
where he was provided with every convenience and 
refreſhment. 

The interval which was neceffary to recruit Ha- 
bib's ſtrength, was employed by II-Haboul to inform 
him what he had ſtill to accompliſh, before he could 
obtain the object for which he ſought Mount Cau- 
caſus. 

« My dear Habib,” ſaid he, “ you are called 
upon by deſtiny to avenge, on the part of Dorathil- 
goaſe, the rebellion of the cruel Abarikaf. That 
Queen's dominions are at an immenſe diſtance from 
hence: deſerts, as prodigious as thoſe you have tra- 
verſed, ſeparate you from the ſeas which ſurround 
them; nor, if you would go thither by ſea, would 
you find the way leſs tedious or difficult, They can 
only be approached through the centre of the earth. 
But what prudence and addreſs, what energy of 
foul, will be neceiſary to undertake this perillous 
enterpriſe! If forty brazen gates, guarded by na- 
lignant genies, of extraordinary ſtrength and power, 
if a ſingle moment of forgetiulneis or neglect thalt 
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overtake you, you will be expoſed to inexpreſſible 
calamities. You will have to paſs through all the 
apartments where Solomon amaſſed his treaſures. 


| The firſt contains thoſe which are molt yaluable, 
f as well as the genuine armour, by which he obtain- 

ed that power which aſtoniſhed the earth. This is 
ö leſs vigilantly guarded, and is that moſt expoſed to 
the reſearches of men, who, happy if they can pe- 


netrate thus far, are ſatisfied, and deſire to proceed 
no farther. In learning, Solomon was ſuperior to 
all mankind ; this appears from three hundred and 
ſixty-!ix hieroglyphics, to explain each of which a 
day would be neceſſary to the moſt acute apprehen- 
ſions. Will you undertake this?” „“ J,“ an- 
ſwered Habib, “ doat on Dorathil-goaſe; ſhe is in 
peril; I want arms to attack Abarikaf, when I ſhall 
Y have conquered, I will then apply to theſe myſte- 
ries.” © You may in ſome degree be excuſed,” re- 
plied the genic ; “ but ſince Solomon left the earth, 
hve hundred Knights have palled theſe deſerts; all 
have negleQed the reſearches you propoſe, to ſeek 
after the treaſures concealed in this immenſe gulph. 
They wanted to ſatisfy their particular paſſion ; you 
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do yours, Of theſe not one has returned; they were 
the victims of their ignorance ; beware of your in- 
curring a fimilar diſgrace. I will conduct you to 
the firſt; you will perceive a golden key at your 
fect; uſe it; the lock will open at the firſt effort; 
but ſo manage the door, that it may ſhut behind you, 
Without noiſe. In the firit ſaloon, you will ſee a 
black flave, of gigantic ſtature; the forty keys of 
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the other places through which you are to paſs, hans 
on a diamond at his girdle ; at fight of you, he will 
ſet up a horrible cry, which will reverberate through 
the ſubterraneous caverns; at the ſame time he will 
raiſe againſt you an enormous ſcimetar ; be upon 
your guard againſt any thing like terror; caſt your 
eyes upon his ſabre. I have made you acquainted 
with all taliſmanic characters; pronounce aloud 
what you ſhall read upon the blade; let them be ſo 
impreſſed upon your memory, that no ſucceeding 
agitation may be able to efface them. On this your 
ſecurity depends. When the ſlave ſhall have ſub- 
mitted himſelf, you muſt diſarm him, and take poſ- 
ſeſſion of his keys, and the ſabre of Solomon. But 
you mult not look for the taliſman, that will have 
diſappeared from your pronouncing the words which 
form it. You will proceed to open the firſt of the 
forty doors, and you will ſhut it with the ſame pre- 
caution. There you will behold the arms of Solo- 
mon; but touch them not; neither his helmet, his 
cuiraſs, nor his ſhield ; his ſcimetar you will already 
have, and it is not with iron that you require to be 
armed; it was by his valour, his ſtrength, his pati- 
ence, and his wiſdom, that Solomon conquered, 
Four ſtatues, full of hieroglyphies, will repreſent to 
you thoſe four virtues : reflect long on the wiſe cm- 
blems you will ſce, and learn to make their energy 
your own. Theſe are arms which never Will fail 
you; examine carefully theſe of the prophet as you 
did theſe of the ſlave's ſcimetar ; what you will ga- 
ther from thence, will enable you to prevail over all 
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the enemies Which will oppoſe you. Without this 


advantage, and if you ſhall have forgotten the words 
upon the ſabre, you will find that your ſword will 
prove of ſimple ſteel, which ruſt and time will de- 
ſtroy. When you ſhall have remained in this apart- 
ment as long as you ſhall think proper, leap over 
the ſpace which leads to the ſecond ſaloon ; this alſo 
you will open, always taking care to ſhut the door 
behind you with the ſame precaution. The weapon 
ſuſpended from your belt, and the words you will 
be able to pronounce, will make you maſter of the 
llaves you may there diſcover. I ſhall now ſay 
nothing of the immenſe wealth you will meet with. 
In the eyes of Solomon, gold and precious ſtones 
were what he held in extreme contempt ; and though 
be availed himſelf of them, to erect theſe works, 
the memory of which will be eternal, he returns 
them to the earth from which they came ; he dtd 
not think them of conſequence to the happineſs of 
mankind, 

If in paſling the forty apartments, any object 
Huld occur that you find yourſelf unable to explain, 
[t1 Ke the blade of your ſcimetar, repeating the words 
you ſhall have Icarned, and you will be able to dif- 
cern every thing that is myſterious. I need not, 
virtuous Prince, give you any cautions againſt ava- 
rice or imprudence, which cauſed the ruin of thoſe 
Knights who before you have engaged in this ha- 
zardous enterpriſe. In the tents of your father Sala- 
mis, you have been taught in what true riches and 
true prudence conſiſt; his pavilions were not adorned 
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with gold; but a powerful army were ready to obey 
him in a moment, and a diſcreet choice of what is 
uſeful, with the contempt of all ſuperfluities, con- 
ſtituted his abundance, Curioaty mult principally 
be guardcd againit; have it in your mind, that every 
thing you ſhall meet with in your progrels, is full of 
danger to the man who ſhall not know the three 
hundred and fixty-ſix truths, the principal part of 
the wiſdom of Solomon. But above all, when you 


ſhall have opened the fortieth door, the limit of 


your ſubterranean adventures, be careful not to 
view too earneſtly the objects you will behold. You 
will find a ſuit of ſilk; characters of gold in relief 
will ſtrike your eyes; turn from them; you would 
ſee the ſentence of your own death, and it would be 
executed inſtantaneouſly. But raiſe the curtain, and 
you will be tranſported with the moſt beautiful ob- 
jects that can be imagined. If till this moment you 
ſhall have obſerved the diſcreet rules I have given 
you, you will diſcover the firſt of the ſeven ſeas you 
mult paſs to meet your Dorathil-goaſe, and you will 
find before you all that will be neceſſary to conduct 
you thither ; but if you fail in a ſingle article cf 
what I have told you, you will be expoſed to the 
molt alarming dangers.” * Perhaps,” replied Ha- 
bib, “ it is a misfortune to me, that I have been a 
ſtranger to the impreſſions of fear; it was yours, O 
Salamis and Amirala, to arm me againſt terror, and 
to depend perhaps too much upon myſelf.” “ Pro- 
ceed,” reſumed Il-Haboul, © under the happieſt au- 
ſpices; I will pour the molt ardent wiſhes for yout 
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ſrocels, and thall be amply recompenſed by that for 
al my pains concerning you.” II-Haboul then left 
in the cave the tyger's ſkin, the dagger, and the 
ſhicld of the Prince, He habited him in a ſimple 
manner, but conveniently for the enterpriſe before 
hin. The genie then took him by the hand, and 
conducting him through a winding ſubterrancous 
path, brought him to the firſt brazen gate, of which 
they ſaw the key. © Take that key,” ſaid the ge- 
"hy « forget not, when you ſhall ſee the ſabre of 
the firſt flave raiſed againſt you, to pronounce aloud 
the alifnanic characters you will ſee on the blade; 
theſe obſerve fo well, as never to forget them.— 
Proyounce theſe at every appearance of danger, with- 
or without the cavern you are about to penetrate. - 
Open and ſhut the gates with the fame precautions. 
Forget not my other admonitions. Embrace me, 
labib; I mult return where my other duties call.“ 
[|- Haboul retired. Habib gently opened and ſhut 
ih: tr{t gate. Fe ſaw a black giant of tremendous 
e, who on ſceing him, uttered a cry, which all the 
ults of the cave re-echocd. He raiſed his huge 
\ometarz Habib cautiouſly fixed his eyes upon the 
Made, and, with a loud voice, pronounced the word 
„en, there engraved in golden letters. The flave 
med, the ſcimetar and keys fell in the ſaine 
Moment from his hand, and he bowed before his 
conquerer, The young Sultan ſeized them with a 
Powertul arm, and proceeded to the ſecond gate; he 
Pencchit; ſeven different paths appeared before him, 
1 none of them illuminated. Whilſt he was 
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doubtful which-to take, he boldly pronounced the 
magic word, when a pale and glimmering light ap- 
peared at the entrance of the fourth path; following 
this, he deſcended four hundred and ninety ſteps 
down a ladder hardly viſible. He came to the third 
gate, always preſerving the ſame caution. He was 
met by two monſters, half men and half women, 
who aimed at him two large grapling irons. He 
pronounced the word Power. The iron fell, and 
the monſters fled. Habib was ſtruck with a delight- 
ful ſpectacle; a luſtre of carbuncles illuminated an 
oval faloon, ſupported by jaſper columns. The 
arms of Solomon formed a trophy in the centre ; the 
Phoenix had given all his plumes to adorn his hel- 
met; the cye could not ſuſtain the ſplendor of tlie 
ſhield, and cuiraſs, and the head of the ſpear blazed 
as fire. - The ſcimetar was not there, but Habib 
ſaw with tranſport that the one he bore anſwercd to 
the other arms on the ropny, All were full of myt- 
terious characters; the meaning of which he ſought. 
Upon the cuiraſs he read, © firmnefs of foul is the 
true cuiraſs of a man.” Upon the reſt of the ar- 


1 
— 


mour he read, / patience is his buckler ; his tonygu 
is the ſtrongeit lance; wiſdom ought to be his het- 
met, prud ice his viſir: without valour, his arms 
are naked; without conſtancy, his lumbs are ufelects, 
Habib then contemplated the three hundred and 11x- 
ty-ſix hieroglyphics forming the ornameut of the fa. 
loon; he found himſelf unable to explain them; 
when one, ſcemingly more coinplicated, explained 
them all. He then procceded to the gate which Vas 
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to lead to the places here all the wealth of Solomon 
was concealed, always finding new ſteps to deſcend, 
and lalyrinths to pals. He came to various gates, 
which he opened and ſhut without noiſe, meeting 
within each various monlters, who, by their de- 
formity, their cries, and their threats, tried to in- 
timidate him. One had. a human head, with horns, 
and an eagle's beak ; another was combined of a 
lion, a tyger, and an clephant; one had a crocadile's 
neck, upon human ſhoulders; a hydra, with three 
emale heads, with ſerpents for hair, darted on the 
nero. But Habib, full of courage, and attentive to 
he counſels of the genie, diſpelled with a word theſe 
ſormidable phantoms, and without emotion glanced 
nis cyes upon heaps of gold and diamonds. He 
pall:d haitily from one gate to another, where he 
appened to meet with no ſymbolical repreſentative 
of the Prophet's victories. In one place he ſtopped ; 
t was a large apartment, round which were ſeated 
number of perſonages in human ſhape; they ap- 
pearcd liſtening to a lecture from the moſt venerable 
amonglt them, placed on an elevated throne.— 
hen Habib entered, the aſtembly roſe and bowed 
ence followed, when our hero, addreſſing himſelf 
o hin who had been reading, thus ſpoke: 

lk you may give me any inltruction, tell me 
who you are, and what you read.“ I ama genie," 
Was the anſwer; © a flave of Solomon. It is my 
Fart tO inttruct theſe my brethren ; the book I read 
the Koran; proceed, young Muiſulman; you 


AVC nothing here to learn; proceed to the aceom- 


O 2 


"FJ? + 
: 
* 
* 
. 
+ al 
> 
* 1 
q i KS bs 
* 4 
X A 
4 . 
* 
bs + 
1 4 . 
1 
* 
14 
VE 
S ” 
x 
1 
q - £ 
IN 
4 . = 
? 
: 
* 
4 
* 
$ 
EF F) 
Is 
L a L 
4 
- * 
* 
. 
3 1 
9 
4 
1 > 
4 
» 
- 
z 1 \ 
F F 
# 1 
1 
7 'Y 
* 
F 1 * 
Oo 
- 
ma 
x 
= 
* > 
N IL 
. 4 
. 
1 
F 
LY 
: 7 
| 1 
1 . 
f * 
1 
* 
IB 
q i 


” 


a” To. we dhe — 


292 SEQUEL TO THE 


pliſnment of your deitintes, and preſerve your ac- 
cuſtomed circumſpedction.“ 

Habib went on, bleſſing God and his Prophet, 
who had graciouſly inſtructed him in the myſteries of 
the Koran. He had now opened and ſhut thirty- 
nine gates; he had been five days in theſe ſubterra- 
nean places; where the ſun marked not the progreſs 
of the hours; where the time glided uniformly 
along; where ages ſucceeded ages, without the 
change being perceptible; where thoſe ſpirits inha- 
bit who have charge of the happineſs of the faithful. 
Habib had not yet paſſed theſe dungeons, where 
dwell malignant ſpirits, under circumſtances peculi- 

rly oppoſite ; their hours crept heavily indecd ; the 
vices of the world ſtill predominated in their hearts; 
and there was no wants of which they were inſenſible. 
Our Prince had not numbered the doors through 
which he had gone, till a new one appeared. Then 
the key ſponraneoully left the bunch, and fixed itteif 
in the lock. The forticth door was viible; it Open- 
ed, and he perceived the veil of ſilk, of which the 
genie had poten. The brilliant characters he was 
not to read dazzied his eyes; he eaverly lifted the 
veil, and beheld the fea, on which he was to embar: 
to arrive at the end of his labours, and with tranſport 
he hurried to its banks. At this moment, the for- 
tieth gate, which he had forgotten to thut, rolled 
upon its hinges, with a ſound which made all Cau— 
caſus tremble to its foundations. All the gates he 
had already paſied, with all the caverns, expanded, 
and fell in pieces, with a roar which ſcemed to echo 
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to the vanits of Heaven; legions of ſpirits, under 
horrible forms, burſt forth, and ruſhed on Habib. 
He returned to meet them. Had he been as ſen- 
{ible of fear as he was rouſed and agitated, his ruin 
would have followed; but he remembered the for- 
midable word, which, at the ſame tune brandiſhing 
the ſword of Solomon, he pronounced with a firm 
voice. In an inſtant, the frightful crew retreated. 
The gate which opened on the fea cloſed with vio- 
lence; yet all the malignant ſpirits did Not enter ; 
eme of them plunged into the ocean, which was 
convulſed to its abyſs. Day difappearcd ; the ſun 
was darkened; the thunders rolled; the clouds con- 
ended with the oppoſing winds ; and waves, roaring 
ane againſt another, exhibited a dark ſurface which 
nc vivid lightnings made to appear like blood. 

Habib, agitated by the tempeſtuous diſorder aroum 
kim, imputed the whole to his own indiſcretion; 
for when he firſt lifted the fatal curtain, the ſkies 
and earth were gay and beautiful, and the ocean was 
calm. He fell proftrate on the ground, and ex- 
claimed, 

i Let the man who believes himſelf wiſe, behold 
ne, and tremble at his preſumption. My eyes had 
Slimpſe of happineſs, but it is gone. I had the 

ot my deftinies, it is fallen from my hands. — 
dilamis, Amirala, It-Haboul, you have cultivated 
a barren ſoil 3; is this the harveſt you expeted? O 
mighty Prophet, the convicted criminal does not ele- 
vate his eyes to Heaven; but even when he deſerved 
not, thou didſt ſhew thy benef cence to Habib 
O 3 
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pow that he makes acknowledgement of his error, 
pardon and pity him,” After uttering this prayer, 
Habib raiſed his eyes, to view the earth on which he 
ſtood. He was on a rocky eminence, at the foot of 
which, the ſea daſhed its tempeſtuous billows, He 
was ſurrounded by mountains, which ſcemed to di- 
vide him from the reſt of the univerſe ; the ſun's rays 
were intercepted by dark clouds; the unccaſing 
Iightnings gave a glowing light to the objects on 
which they burſt, and an infectious vapour aroſe, 
forming an atmoſphere ſo noxious, as to make reſ- 
piration painful and difficult, Habib, after viewing 
for ſome time the ſcenes around him, caſt his eyes 
on his feimetar, He ſaw the taliſmanic characters 
epon it glow with unuſual ſplendor. He had learn- 
ed from II-Haboul that Providence never diſplays 
its wonders but for ſome end; he determined, 
therefore, to make trial of the ſword's virtues, to 
appeaſe the fury of the contending clements. He 
held forth the magic blade, and cried aloud, “ Ye 
powers of fire, of earth, of air, of the waters! I 
command ye, each and all, to reſume your accuſtom- 
ed offices. 

At this moment, a beam of light darted from the 
ſcimetar, making the lighinings pale. Contuled 
ſounds were heard; the ocean became calm; the 
ſtorms diſappeared ; to the howlings of the north, 
gentle zephyrs ſucceeded; and the brilliant {tar of 
the day, gilded with his beams the rock on v note 
ſummit our hero ſtood. At this wonderful prodigy, 
the joy which Habib felt was not without forme eme 
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ton of terror. Great Creator of the Univerſe !”? 
he exclaimed, “ thou haſt not turned thy counte- 
nance from me. Mighty prophet ! Habib is once 
more in thine eyes a child of the tribe of Ben-Hilac.“ 
le bowed himſelf to the ground; and when he again 
raiſed his head, he beheld II- Haboul. © My guar- 
dian ! my inſtructor !” he excliimed, © it is doubt- 
leis you who have cauſed theſe wonders I have ſeen.” 
No, beloved Habib,” anſwered the genie; “ they 
are the operation of the virtues of Solomon, whoſe 
inſtrument you are. You cannot imagine the mil- 
chiefs which your forgetfulneſs and neglett of my 
admonitons have occaſioned ; it remains with you 
alone to repair them. When inſtead of ſhutting the 
fortieth door, you proceeded to the banks of the fea, 
the rebel ſpirits ruſhed from their dungeons, and 
raiſed the terrible commotions you beheld, The ta- 
liſman you poſſeſſed, you ſucceſsfully employed; 
they are again, by the atlifting exertions of me and 
my fellow ſpirits, plunged in their dungeons, and 
bound with chains, I will not reproach you with 
che inattention which retards your ſucceſs, and ex- 
poſes you to new and unheard-of dangers. It is the 
Hult of love rather than of you; and your paſſion is 
cauſod by your deftiny. Have in mind what you 
earned when you ſaw the treaſures of Solomon; you 
mill find every where, and within yourſelf, thoſe 
arms which infure the ſucceſs of a true Knight. The 
advice I now give, is the laſt you will receive from 
nc. The path in which you are, mult. make you 
diſdain. inferior aid; it is from Heaven alone you. 
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can receive it without ſhame. Adieu, beloved Ha— 
bib; I leave you in the midſt of toils, the victim of 
new dangers ; but I think your valour will fuftice 
8 | 

I;-Haboul left Habib on the rock. "The fea had 


retired ; he was able to deſcend from the eminence, 


- but he had no protection for the approaching night; 


no apparent reſource againſt thirſt and hunger; a 
foul leſs noble would have been abandoned to de— 
ſpair ; but the ſword of Solomon was {till at his 
fide, and he had no enemies to fear but himſelf.— 
My error had depreſſed me, he cried ; “ but the 
hand of Heaven atliſted me. Thou, O earth! art 
behind me like a huge and unpaſſable wall! and 
thou, fea, without limits, ſeemeit to preſent me 
with an abyſs! But hope glides upon thy ſurface ; | 
fee it in the midſt of the dark vapours in which thou 
art enveloped.” At this inſtant, Habib had a clear 
view of the land; it was the point of the neareſt pro- 
montory of the White Ifland, part of the dominion 
of- Dorathil-goaſe. Night haſtily came on, and he 
ſought to repoſe himſelf in a cavity betwixt three 
rocks. When the morning dawned, our young 
Muſſulman made his ablution and his prayers ; hs 
then made a haſty circuit of the land which conhned 
him, in {earch of proviſion: he met with ſome ſhell. 


fiſh in the different caverns, and ſome roots, which 


the waves had thrown upon the ſhore, Thus his 
more immediate wants were fatished ; and he walted 
patiently till his deſtiny ſhould call him to events 0 


higher importance. One morning, whillt he vas 


= 
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-eclined upon the rock which projected fartheſt into 
he ſea, with the hope of making ſome new diſco- 
very, a flight ſleep overtook him. At this moment, 
three nymphs of the ſea raiſed their heads above the 
water. © He is aſleep,” ſaid one of them to her 
companion : „ let us approach, and endeavour to 
1nd out who he is; you will be delighted to gaze on 
him ; ſor he is lovely as the firſt beam of the morn- 
ng. I ſaw him yeſterday leaning over the water, in 
he at of perfortning his ablutions; his beauty 
prend a luitre around; you would have thought the 
»0tiom tinged with roſes : but that we may con- 
template him without interruption, let us endeavour 


that he may fo cep, as not to be diſturbed by any 


ahlſe we thall make. Give me your hands, and let 
us turn round him, till we (hall perceive him in a 
moit protound fleep. When the nymphs of the ſea 
were convinced that their charm had taken effect, 
they roſe from the water: their Jight-coloured hair, 


:ontincd only by a fingle treſs, hung careleſsly over 


their thoulders. The gentle zephyrs made them 
ave in eaſy and graceful neglivzence ; a {light robe, 
Armed of marine plants, el-gantly confined their 
wailts ; they were adorned with chains of pearl and 
drocelets of coral; and their whote appearance was 
molt irmprefſive and ſedueing. What a charming 
yo uh!” exclaimed one of them to the reſt.“ II- 
za1de,” returned the eldelt, “ we mult know who 
aud whence he is; perhaps the late tempeſt threwy 
um on theſe hores; and yet he has no appearance 
ot one that has been ſhipwrecked ; bring me the 
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largeſt ſhell you can find upon the ſhore, firſt filling 
it with water.” IIzaide obeyed, and the ſhell was 
brought ; the eldeft nymph proceeded to take from 
his head a ſingle hair. Now,” ſhe exclaimed, 
* muſt this tel] us all the ſecrets of the youth, by 
whoſe head it was nouriſhed.” She then immerſed 
it in the water, and walked ſlowly round the ſhell; 
{© ſtir it quick,” ſhe cricd; © the more the water 
is agitated, the more I ſhall diſcover;” “ I be- 
lieve, returned Tlzaide, “ that the hair is ſunk . 
the water is become of the colour of the firmament ; 
the ſtars are viſible ; but I no longer diſcern the bot- 
tom of the ſhell: * Good,” reſumed the eldeſt; 
« after night cometh the day: ſtoop, and tell me 
what you ſee,” “I feea country full of trees, be- 
neath whoſe ſhade flocks are feeding; I fee tents; 
ah! he was born in Arabia. In Arabia, my 
fiſters,” ſaid the nymph, who had not yet ſpoken ;. 
« jt is from thence that our Queen expeQs her de- 
liverer ; how happy ſhoul we be to behold here our 
valiant Knight; him, who doubtleſs would deliver 
us from Racachik and all his race. But the water 
ſays nothing; ſtir it again, that we may ſee through 
what places he is come. Ah! my ſiſter, re- 
turned Ilzaide, © the water becomes black.” “ 80 
much the better, ſays the eldeſt ; “ the truth will 
more clearly be diſcovered. Behold mountains, 
ſands and deſerts; he has traverſed all theſe alone; 
he muſt then neceſſarily have {trength and courage 3 
ſtir the water again; for this rout could not poſſibly 
conduct him hither,” © O, ſiſter!” ſhe exclaim- 
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ed, „I behold the center of the earth; but the means 
which I have taken will not tell us the ſecrets of his 
neart; we muſt take another method to diſcover 
them. You know it is our intereſt to obtain this 
knowledge ; we are aſſured that we can never be de- 
livered from our misfortunes and oppreflors, but by 
a perfect lover, who is not our own.” “ This 
Knight,” returned Ilzaide, “ whoever he be, 
© cannot be a lover of ours; for we never ſaw him 
before 3” * but when he thall open his eyes,” ſaid 
the eldeſt, © he mutt neceſſarily ſee us; be careful 
ho, my filter, to thut yours, for yours poſſeſs a 
magic which ours have not; and if he ſhall chance 

> love you, all hope will be taken from us.''—— 
* Ah? replied ; Lizaide, «© he will love you ſooner 
dn me; © well,” reſumed the eldeſt, 4 may So- 
mor defend us both; but let it be our care to pro- 
ide him with the delt 1epalt theſe places afford; hi- 
Herto he has had nothing but fea plants and ſhell 
ih. Rife, Uzaide, you can fly ſwifter than the 
ats that bounds from rock to rock; force it to yield 
with milk; fil with it a ſhell, in which you ſhall 
have immerſed aromatic her! JS , penetrate the cavi- 
ties 1 the mountains; there you will find flowers 
and: fruit; ſelect thoſe which are moſt delightful to 
the tualte, the licht, and the ſmeil; the reſt, my 
iter and I will manage.” IIzaide was no ſooner 
Gpaited, than the eldeſt nymph began to explain to 
her lifter, what ſhe intended to do. a 
I know,” faid ſhe, “ of iome coral at the bot- 
tom of the ſea, vi which two branches is a camel's 
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load; let us ſeek it; let us place four of thoſe in 4 
{quare, covering the whole with ſtuff like that of 
which our veſts are compoſed. Having thus made 
a pavillion, let us wheel ſome ſea moſs, which we 
will firſt dry, and then perfume ; this ſhall be his 
ſopha. We will form him a table of ſtones, over 


which ſhall be ſpread a tiſſue that has not yet been 


dyed. We will prepare ſome of the fineſt fea fiſh, 
after drying them in the ſun. "The neſts of birds 
ſhall provide him with eggs, which, with fruits and 
milk, will make him an excellent repaſt.“ 

When once a genie leaves its element, its power 
is ſuſpended; induſtry muſt ſupply its place; taſte 
and order muſt make amends for plenty; but necel- 
{ity will ſtamp a value upon trities, and gratitude be 
thankful for the meœaneſt gifts. 

Ilzaide returned; the pavillion was made, and 
decorated; the table was covered; it only remained 
to break the charm which protracted the ftecp of Ha- 
bib; but it was neceflary that he ſhould awake clote 
to the table, with the tiiters fitting at his fide. 

% Now, litters,” exclaimed the eldeſt, “ let us 
fee whether this be the Arabian Knight, the lover of 
Dorathil-goalc. The means I am about to uſe arc 
infallible; elevate your hands, and move them up 
and down, whilſt I ſpeak. By the great Prophet 
Solomon, awake, O Knight, at the name of Do- 
rathil-goaſe !'” “  Dorathil-goaſe,” cricd Habib, 
ſtarting up from his ſleep. He looked around him, 
and was loſt in perfect aſtonxhment, at beholding 
three young beauties, half undreſſed, at a table ful! 
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of alluring food, of fruits and flowers, in a pavillion 


covered with purple, and ſupported by coral, and 


that the name of Dorathil-goafe ſhould effect all this. 
% Dorathil-goaſe!“ he repeated, riſing and gazing 
around. © Where is my beloved fair? She is not 
here Sir Knight,“ faid the eldeſt ſiſter, © but 
vou are in {ight of one of the iſlands which the rebel 
genies have forcibly taken from her; you may ſee it 
jult beyond yon arm of the ſea; it is there where a 
bluiſh vapour bounds the horizon.“ 

« Are you of her retinue? Where am I tranſport- 
h:?“ returned the Prince, full of emotion.“ We, 
anſwered the nymph, © are {till in our hearts her 
yal ſubjects, but are violently compelled to live 
under the power of the rebel Abarikaf, and under 
the immediate rule of the monſter Racachik.“ 

« Where are theſe wretches ?“ cried Habib, with 
ndignation;z © will exterminate them from the 
Id. My Lord,” rejomed the eldeſt filter, 
+ both of them are beyond the reach of your arm. 
ahartkaf is in the black ifland, and you have fix to 
aſs b:fore you can meet with him. Kacachik is in 
the white ifland you behold yonder. I would 
attack him,“ ſaid Habib,“ this moment.” © The 
thing is impollible,” ſaid the nymph, ** but new means 
mult be employed.” * We ſhall ſoon find them,” 
anſwered the Prince; “ I am here ſurrounded by 
enchantments, from which I am doubtleſs protected 
by Haboul or Dorathil-goals; but where am 1!“ 
Jou are on the ſame rock where you fell afleep ; 
it has been our care to tender it more agreeable to 
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you.” * I thank you,” rejoined Habib; “ your 
influence ſeems not to depend on one ſpecies of 
charms only; but if you will continue your goodneſs 
to me, will it not be poſſible, by your common ex- 
ertions, to change this pavillion into a barque, 
which may inftantancouily bear me to the ifland 
where the enemy of Dorathil goaſe rules.“ “ 
Knight,” replicd the eldeit nymph, „though we 


are indecd-genics, and danghters of the lea, we have 


Sir 


in the preſent inftance uſcd no charms nor enchart- 


ments. This pavillion, and this humble meat, have 


been procured by natural exertivns; the fatigucs you, 
have experienced fince von Hrit left Arabia, muſt 
doubtlefs have impaired your vigour; partake of 
this food conndently, which has been prepared for 
you by friendly hands. You cannot doubt our fince- 
rity, when you thail know, that in avenging our 
Queen on the tyrant Racachik, wou will more offec- 


tually oblige us, than if you hail reftored us. But! 


will ſpeak no more if you forbear to ule the retreth— 
ment before you.” Habib complicd, and the daugh- 
ter of the ocean thus proceeded : 

« Sine darikaf accomplithed his object in fo— 
menting a revolt through all the provinces under me 
dominion of Dorathil-coaſe ;. he has given the ſove- 
reignty of the white iiland, the frontier of tas ef- 
tates, to the genie Racachik, the molt. cruel and tae 
moit infainous of all the crew which obey him.— 
This monſter, before he appeared under the ſtandard 
of Abarikaf, ravaged the ocean, in the ſhape of an 
enormous ſca- wolf. He purſued veilels, and with 
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his eyes faſcinated all the unhappy mariners who 


happened to look at him. In a moment their heads 
turned, they fell into the waves, and the monſter, 
dragging them beneath the waters, devoured them. 
The * verccity ſtill remains to him; and when 
there are not {ſtrangers enow to ſatisfy his rage, 
he falls upon the ſubjects of the Queen. The tyrant 
Abarikaf ſanctions his cruelty, and both have vowed 
to exterminate the progeny of Adam. Us, indeed, 
ne is not able to kill; but we are reſerved for ſuf- 
terings ſeverer than death. From us he ſelects his 
wives and his flares; theſe he changes every moon, 
and I, with my ſiſters, when the next creſcent ap- 
pears, muit enter the refervoir which ſerves for his 
haram. The fatal day is the third from this; if 
you ſhall attack = what prayers ſhall we not of- 
fer ior your ſucceſs! yet muſt we inform you of the 
dangers to which vou will be expoſed. 

To dwell on the land, the monſter has allumed 


the human ſhape; yet he ti] keeps his wolf's head, 


on account of the three rows of teeth with which it 


is armed ; his giant body is covered with enchanted 
ſcales, which ferve him for armour ; his ſhield is the 
ell of a huge tortoiſe; another thell of prodigious 
ſize forms his helmet, and his lance is a vaſt trident, 
1x cubits in length. He rides a ſeahorſe, terrible 
as himſelf; and when both are preparing for com- 
bat, their ſhouts are alike hideous and dreadful. 

So heavy are his arms,. and ſuch is his ſtrength, 
that nothing can poſſibly refiit them ; all he does, 
all his efforts, are ſecured by magic.” % Ma- 
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dam, interrupted Habib, with impatience, © can- 
not I, in a leſs period than three days, be carried 
to the iſland which Racachik deſolates? Help me, 
if poſſible. Here T rife, and ſwear never again to 
lat, till I thall have poured the vengeance of Heaven 
on this barbarian enemy of mankind !” 

Ilzaide, hiding her head in the neck of her clder 
filter, “ never before did I behold a hero! how! 
tremble, left I ſhould love him too much”? « 


4 


fears come too late, I doubt,” faid th> nymph, 


\/ 
1001 


who turning to Habib, thus proceeded ; 

Valiant Knight, we are more intereited than 
you can be,. to procure you the means of delivering 
us from the tyrant's power. In one of the cavities 
of this mountain, there is a marſh, in which are 
found reeds of an extraordinary ſize and ſtrength; 
of theſe we will form a barque, in which, availing 
ourſelves of the calm itate of the ocean, we wil! 
conduct you to the white iſland. But relt a while, 
and continue your repaſt. Come, IIzaide, let us 
away.” © IT will go with you,” crizd Habib; “ 
vant neither {kill nor ſtrength, and will partake 
your labuurs.” 

« We do not want your aid,” ſaid the nymph ; 
« we can pals through a ſtrait which you cannot ; 
we will ſoon return; we are zealous to fee you de- 
livercd from your vow ; and in the morning we will 
depart together for the white 1illand..” 

Inſtantly they darted from rock to rock, and came 
to a ſmall eminence hanging over the ſca; here they 
laid aſide their garments, and confining their hair, 
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che better to move in the waters, they haſtened to 
prepare the barque. 

Habib hnithed his repaſt; when the evening ap- 
vroached, he performed his ablution and his prays 
ers, and then compoſed himſelf to fleep, tranquilly 
expecting the return of the nymphs. The firit 
beams of the morning interrupted his ſlumbers; his 
yes eagerly mealured the ſpace which divided him 
from the white iſland. Suddenly, he beheld on the 
ocean, which a ſoft zephyr gently ſtirred, an extra- 
ordinary motion. He ſaw an object ſwiftly advanc- 
ing towards him, and ſome heads above the ſurface, 
which called tohim, * Come, Sic Knight, and en- 
ter into our barque.“ He knew the voices of the 
nymphs, and darted into the flight veilel as it floated 
on the wave. 

Eight dolphins were yoked to the barque ; the elder 
nated, with half her body above the water, and 
reiting her two hands on the poop, ſerved as a rud- 
der. The two younger, one on each ſide, kept it 
with their ſingle hand in proper balance, whilſt Ha- 
bib, thinking folcly on what he had to accomplith, 
tat within. 

The whole of the white uland was preſently viſi- 
ble. The tyrant's palace, formed of thells and co- 
rals, appeared from the neateſt point of the iſland. 


The ſentinels perceiving the hero at a diſtance, gave 


; 
the alarm to the inoniter, who already preſumed on 


! 


„ potlelliion of ſome new victim. Demand of 


Mm,” laid he, “ what he wants? He ſoon ſhall 
% to his coil, that no ftranger can land here, 
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without combating me. I haſten to arm, that [ 
may welcome him as ke deſerves. The barque drew 
near, and Habib Icaped on ſhore. One of the ſen— 
_ a kind of amphibious monſter, advanced, 
end queſtioncd him, according to the orders he had 
"AI Tell your maſter,” cried Habib, 
come to fight him. You are not armed,” ſaid 
the monſter; you have no horſe.” ** Blockhead !” 
returned the Sultan, “ my turban is my helmet, 
my {word ſerves me for 3 and buckler, and 1 
want no horſe; let your malter attack me; I defy 
him, and all his powers.” 

The meſiage was delivered; Racachik became 


furicus. Mounted on his horrible ſteed, whoſe 
heavy pace raiſed clouds of duſt before him, he 


| haſtened to the ſhore, and beheld our hero. Con- 


temptible race of Adam!“ he exclaimed, “ vile 
ſlave of Mzhomet! dareſt thou to inſult and brave 
the genic Racachik ! receive the puniſhment of thy 
preſumption,” And the ſame moment he ſpurred 
on his ſized, and prepared to hurl at Habib his tre- 
mendous focar. The Prince brandiſhed his ſword, 
ain his enemy's Weapon was hi rere! in pieces long 
before it reached hin. The convulſton benumbed 
the tyrant's arm; his Ree retuſed to obey tus mat- 
ter's arm, and ſtumbling towards the ihorc, there 
fell. 


Racachik, aware of his danger, ſummoned al! 


OY 


the powers of his art, In a moment, 
ſwelled over its beunds, and pourcd from its agitat- 


PP: xd 


ed depths ſca lions and calves; nay whales af 
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romiting torrents of water, which formed a kind of 
mound betwixt the Prince and his enemy. The 
banks re-echocd with tremendous roarings ; all theſe 
monſters, at the word of Racachik, darted at once 
upon the hero. For ſome time he kept them off 
with his ſword ; but finding thele efforts ineffectual, 
he three times ſtruck the air with his (ſword, and 
boldly pronounced the invincible word, PoweR. 
Ihe effect was inſtantaneous. T he monſters which 
could reſiſt the ſword itſelf, as if impelled by a ſupe- 
rior force, again plunged themſelves into the gulphs 
from which they came. Racachik again advanced; 
he dared to meet the powerfut weapon of Solomon 
with a huge bone of a whale ; it fell into a thouſand 
pieces; he dropt to the ground, and his magic ar- 
mour crumbled to duſt. © Go, wreteh!“ exclaim- 
ed Habib, © aud groan for ever in the dungeons of 
Caucaſus,” Ina moment, every appearance of the 
monſtrous crew vaniſhed ; the ſhore was ſtill and ſo- 
litary, and Racachik exiſts no more, but in the me- 
mory of the rebellious, 

A fearful lence ſuceeeded the tumult of this hor- 


rid ſcene. Habib, congueror, ſubmiſſive to the will 


of deſtiny, proſtrated himlſelf before the ſtar of day, 
and exclaimed, “ Eternal power! which nothing 
can refit, they enemies are overcome; thy breath 
has diſperſed them; and where are their remains to 
b: cen? Allender reed, in the hands of God's faith- 
{ul ſervant, is flronger than an oak, wielded by the 
Aicked.“ Habib rofe with confuton at the praiſes 


aout to be rendered him, and faw not the {ſnare to. 
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which gratitude had expofed his modeſty. The 
beach was crouded with ſea-nymphs, with garlands 
of marine plants; they advanced to render homace 
to their deliverer, and to lay at his feet the riches of 
their clement. The melody of their voices, and 
graces of their manner, could have impreſſed the 
ſterneſt boſom ; they ſurrounded the hero, and fell 
at his feet. Fhe young Ilzaide and her filters were 
more animated than the re{t; but FHlabib Mas di— 
ſtreſſed and perplexed. *©* For you, fays he, [ 
have done nothing; you have no obligations to a 
man, who has {imply diſcharged his duty. Are there 
here no moſques, where the divinity may be adored? 
Let us go thither; I will lead you. Has your Queen 
here no faithful ſubject, to whom, in her name, 
theſe vov/s of gratitude may be pail?” At this in- 
ſtant, an aged genie pretemed himſeltf in his natural 
ſhape. is head bent beneath the weight of ages, 
his wings were maimed, and his body emaciated by 
the fetters with which the tyrant had loaded him. 
His name was Baluzan. | 

% My Lord,” faid he, © during the reign of our 
Qucen Camanibzaman, we had here three moſques; 
Racachik profaned ana deſtroyed them. The heap 
of ruins you behoid vonder, are the remains of a 
town which he deioleted, and whole inhabitants he 
devoured. Ever ſince, the ifland has continucd with- 
out commerce and without culture. Illabouſatrou 
gave me the command of it; Racachik, on his Girl? 
arrival, threw me into a dungeon, from which you: 


- : : 1 : | a , { ' . 1 
power delivered me. I come to pay my nomage to 
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me reprefentative of Solomon, who has illuminated 
theſe ſhores with the ſword of the Prophet; to offer 
my ſubmiſſions to the deliverer of the children of 
ne higheſt, to the avenger of Dorathil-goalſe.” 
« Balazan,” replicd Habib, “ in the name of 
the Prophet, and of your Queen Dorathil-goaſe, 
whoſe Knight J am, all the powers you before poſ- 
feiſed I now rcftore you, Take the treaſures here 
offered me ; rebuild the moſques again ; let the faith- 
ful, whom terror had diſperſed, be invited to pray- 
er. Here govern, in the name of Mahomet, Solo- 
mon, and your Queen; let order once more be eſ- 
tabliſhed, and inſtruct me how I may arrive at Me- 
dinazitbalon.”” “ Noble and valiant Knight,” re- 
turned Balazun, I cheartully obey your com- 
mands ; but, my Lord, I ſhould in vain attempt to 
render you afliſtance there where the deitinies call 
you. There are no means of failing from our 
and; my wings, you ſee, are uſeleſs to me; but 
had they ſtill their full vigour, Abarikat ſo controls 
the upper regions, that my powers would avail yon 
thing. You mult be content to proceed from ille 
% ile, by the ſame means which brought you hither 
probt by the zeal which your perion and your Vir- 
tues have 11 foired in the daughters of the deep, in- 
duese them to overlook the dangetrs which may await 
eir following you; and: thus may they be able to 
luct you to the very centre of oyrenemy 's itrepgth. 


1 ne reſt mult de PK "11d ON your valout 2 the will of 
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« Alarm has been already communicated to the 
yellow and the red iſlands. Mokilras, the tyger of 
the ſca, governs them both; he is fon of the horrid 
tyrant from whom you have delivered us. Aware 01 
tus father's ruin, he is already taking all the precau- 
tions which fear ſuggeſts. Dangers are before you; 
if you chance to conquer, take the monſter's ſkin ; 
at the diſplay of this the red iſland will immediately 
ſubmit.“ 

Habib, then addreſſing himſelf to the eldeſt nymph, 
« 1if I might find, ſaid he, © in this place but a 
fiſherman's ikiff, I wouid in a moment embark for 
the yellow ifle; but if diſappointed of this aid, wil! 
not the genics of your clement afford me their's *” 
« If terror,” the replied, “ ſhould prevent them, 
if they were ignorant of the confidence a Knight of 
your virtues inſpires, my ſiſters and J would inſtruct 
them in their duty, The dolphins would conduct 
your bark to within a Jeague ot the Jand ; for conſi- 
dering the precautions Which Mokilras has taken, 
they cannot ſafely advance nearer.“ “ And what 1s 
a league! exclaimed Habib, © fora man to ſwim, 
who is reſolved that nothing ſhall impede him in te 
performance of his duty.“ 

« Generous Knight,” returned the nymph, 
« who would reſuic to accompany you, were It 
only to ſee, to hear, and to admire you? But have 
you no fear of being devour.d by tle monſters of 
the deep?” I fear nothing, Madar, but that | 
thould imperiettiy ſecond my itu in aiding your 
Queen as it becomes me.“ “ Pratt then in us, 


ARARBIAN S. 311 
valiant hero; my ſiſters and myſelf will have the ho- 
nour to lerve you.“ 

The barque departed, and ſeemed to fly over the 
waters. It might already be diſtinguiſhed what was 
going forward in the yellow iſland ; they were juſt 
within a league, when the dolphins, taught by in- 
ſtint, ſtopped abruptly, and endeavoured to break 
the lines which confined them to the barque. One of 
the ſiſters advanced, and cat the bands. The veſſel 
remained immoveable ; im a moment a billow, 
which ſcemed to be accumulated by ſea monſters, 
was ready to ſwallow it up. Habib perceived that 
he had not a moment to ſpare, that his lovely atten- 
dants might efcap2 the impending danger. He took 


* 


e ſeimetar in his hand, and pronouncing the word 


1 
Power, leaped into the waves. It ſeemed as if 
the waves combined to make his paſſage eaſy ; the 
billows diſperſed, and were calm, and the hero was 
moved along a ſmooth ſurface to a place on the ſhore, 
Mere nothing oppolcd [11S landing, 

The enemy in cron appeared, but to attend the 

tion of his eye to butake themſelves to flight; he 
auvanced QTNOND the thickeſt ; he brandiſhed his 
thuandorme blade; and al! FCLance Was in a mo— 
Ment difirated. Mobilras, in che form of an enor- 
mous tyger, dartcd to oppote him on his two feet; 
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and at the ſame time cried, “ Mlokilras, in the name 
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ol Solomon, I bid thee ſtop.” The monſter lirred 
no more. A ſingle blow made him headlefs, and a: 
the ſame time his ſkin was taken from him. Soon 
as the tyrant of the yellow ifle was deſtroyed, the 
elements reſumed their natural order, and ſilence 
ſucceeded to the formidable uproar. Immediately, 
the three nymphs returned to the barque ; from its ſides 
Ilzaide, froma ſea coral, again called the dolphins ; 
they obeyed her voice, and all the inhabitants of the 
waters united in joyful ſhouts upon the ſhore, at the 
moment when the Princ: was about to ſpoil Mo- 
kilras. Habib rejected all their marks ot reverence 


and homage. © Liſt,” he cried, © your eyes to 


Heaven; it is there your gratitude is due. Subjects 
of Dorathil-goaſe, to ker it is you owe your obcdt- 
ence; her Knight has no other claim but to add his 
vows to your s, and to ſhare in your deliverance.' 

In the midſt of their tumultuous acclamations, 
the venerable Bala zan appeared. He arrived with 
difficulty through the air at the yellow ifland, at the 
moment when the people were offering Habib their 
obedience. 

« Subjects of Dorathil- goaſc,” faid the genie, 

© this valiant Kaignt welcomes this teilimony ol 
your gratitude ; return to your potſeſſions; this day 
you are placed for a fecond time under the dominion 
of our Queen, And you, Sir Nnight,“ ſaid he to 
Habib, © enj-y an interval of repote. The ſubmiſ- 
ſion of the red iſland is beneath your trouble; I ſhall 
diſplay your barque; I ſh il ſhew the ſkin and arms of 
Moki:ras, a id avci at the fight, the reb.ls wil, I 
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ow, fpontancouſly ſubmit to the ſetters I ſhall im- 
poſe. Reſerve your vigour tor the attack of the green 
and blue iſlands; but of the black more particu- 
larly.” 

Habib diſdained victory, in gaining which there 
were no labours ; he acquieſced in Balazan's propo- 
lal, and compoſed himſelf to ſleep; nor was he yet 
awake, when the genie arrived from the red iſland, 
having with him two bags made of the hide of the 
buck. Knight,” cried he to Habib, © you ſee 
the remains of theſe enemies, all formidable to our 
Queen in the iſland I have reduced; in a moment I 
ſhall tranſport them to the abyſſes of Caucaſus. To- 
morrow, without interruption, you will proceed to 
the red ifle, from whence you will advance to your 
remaining conqueſts, But it is not caſy to paint to 
you the dangers which menace you; Nifabil governs 
the green, and alfo the blue illand. This genie, in 
nis powers of enchantment, is hardly inferior to 
Abarikaf himſelf; it is impoſlible to contrive be- 
ſore-hand how to refit his attacks; he varies them 
perpetualiy ; your vigour and vour genius mult anti- 
cipate his deſigns; to us, indeed, this would be 
Impoſſible; but what cannot the Knight of Dora- 
thil-goaſe accompliih !” 

Danger and dificulty did but the more animate 
the Arabian Prince. With the firſt rays of the 
morning, he departed, and was conducted by the 
dol hins to the red iſland. This ke quitted to pro- 
decd towards the green iſle, which he purpoſed to 
attack the next day. 
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'The nymphs of the waters did not forſake their 
deliverer, and inceſſantly ſupplied all his wants. 
The hero called to mind the ſage admonitions of II- 
Haboul. That inſtructor had ſaid, “J am not ſo 
much afraid of your being oppoſed by open force, as 
by artifice.“ This he had conſtantly before him. 
He ſlept with pious confidence in the arms of Proyi- 
dence, and roſe in the morning, full of hope and 
ardour. 

The Prince failed with compoſure to the accom- 
pliſhment of his fate. Suddenly the three ſiſters 
uttered a loud cry, the head and the hands of II- 
zaide, who was ſwimming by the [ide of the bark, 
diſappeared. Habib drew his ſword, ard prepared 
to ſwim; he found himſelf entangled in the Cords of 
a net; he pronounced the av ful word, and the net 
gave way. He caught IIzaide, and bore Wear to EY 
bark ; inſtantly he flew to aid her ſiſters. Having 
faved them, he perceived the bark vic lends ſhaken, 
without making any progreſs ; the dolphins were 


caught in the ſame ſnares ; he ſwam round, and ex- 


tricated them. He then leaped on the back of the 
firſt dolphin, and adyanced towards the ſhore, cut- 
ting through all which obſtructed his progreſs. 
From the ſummit of one of the higheſt towers of 
his palace of ſteci, the tyrant perceived that an ob- 
ject had gained the bank; he perceived that the en- 
chanted cords, with which he had interwoven the 
billews, had proved uſeleſs. He did not diſtinguifh 
th- £ rabian Prince, but he diſcerned round an ob- 
ject which floated on the ſurface, three females, al- 
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moſt naked; and he could not imagine what the na- 
ture of the danger was, againſt which he had to 
guard himſelt, He felt himſelf ſecure againſt the 
wiles of beauty, and he knew himfelt proof againſt 
every ſpecies of enchantment. His palace was of 
he pureſt ſtecl; it was inacceſſible but through a 
y cavity, protected by fharp points of 1ron ; 
ze dome of this was fuſpended by a thread, which 
knew defied all the ſubtleſt powers of magic. 

Mifabil confiding in his powers, left his palace; 
led through the formidable cavity, and ad- 
ards his opponznt. The group he had 
od towards the ſhore on which the hero 
er defpiſed ſuch an adverſary, 


% 
»— — 

* 
*- 


red as he was with armour, from head to toot, 
nd knowing, as he did, that to be maſter of his 

en, it was neccilary to poſleſs his palace of ſteel. 
med impoilible that lis enemy ſhould eſcape 
he danger of the my ſterious patlage ; or if he did, 
te could have no means of deſtroying the ſtructure 
nich lic Would altern Arch nd himlſelf. Ni- 
avil, having in his hand a club of ſteel, of enor- 
nous 11Ze, advanced to Habib.“ What art thou 
rretch!” he exclaimed ; “ what infatuation has in- 
uced tnce.to wilh here to terminate thy life?“ «© I,” 
replied Habib, “ am the Knight of Dorathil-goaſe. 
come to chaille the rebels againſt God and Solo- 


mon. Vile inſeQ,” returned the furious genie, 


thou haſt but one life to loſe, and dareſt thou to 


mult Niſabil! die the death of one of my ſlaves.“ 
A this moment, with inconceivable rapidity, he 
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din. Soon as the Sultan heard the firſt cruſh, he 
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raiſed his club to fall on the head of Habib. To 
this the Prince oppoſed only the edge of his ſword. 
The effect was wonderful; the club fell from the 
hands of its maſter, whom it dragged with it to the 
ground. The genie uttered all * helliſh conjura— 
tions; Habib approached to pierce the fallen cneiny, 
and ſaw that he was only maſter of the trunk of a 
warrior. The material fubſtance of Niſabil had 
vaniſhed, and the Prince never fu; ppoſed that he pol. 
ſeſſed any thing of greater value, than the body of 
the genie; but in effect it explained the oracle, 
which ſaid, that to be maiter of the rebel, it was 


firſt neceſſary to be maſter of his houſe of ſteel. The 


oracle had in view the armour in which the genie 


ſeemed to place ſo entire a confidence. Habib 
trampled on the armour, the ſize of which was be- 
yond the ordinary proportion of a man. With four 
ſtrokes of his ſword, he cut what held it together, 
and thus fulfilled another oracular declaration, that 
the powers under the ſway of Habib fhall be unra- 
velled and ſeparated. In making himſelf invifible, 
and in retiring beneath the vault Which led to his 
abode, the tyrant had made the laſt effort of his 
power. He appeared in his natural form, with I's 
ſcimetar in his hand, and awaited Habib at the en- 
trance of the paſſage, as if to defy. him to combat. 
The young Prince ſuffered him ſolf to fa'l into the 
ſnare. The genie retreated ; he cut the thread from 
which the dome of the rock was ſuſpended ; in 4 


mement, the whole maſs fell in with a horribic 
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pronounced aloud the taliſmanic word, and to the 
falling rocks, oppoſed his tremendous blade. The 
wreck,” as it fell, ranged itfelf on each fide the 
Prince, without at all hurting him; a cloud of duſt 
enveloped him, and cries and (hrieks were heard on 
all ſides; but they came from Niſabil alone. 

% Arab, cried the genie, “I am inſtructed by 
calamity; I acknowledge thy fate and mine; I 
truſted to oracles, which deceived me; I have long 
expected, but did not recognize you. Your power 
was conccaled under the appearance of weakneſs ; I 
have been imprudent, and you are victorious; abuſe 
not thy victory; ſuffer me to go to the dungeons of 
Caucaſus ; there at læaſt J ſhall not mourn alone.” 

« Genie, anſwered Habib, „thou haſt been 
guilty of enormous crimes; but Iam a true Knight, 
and my enemy demands mercy ; but I cannot decide 
by myſelf, nor will I anfwer you, ti!l I ſhall have 
firſt offered up three prayers.” Habib was buried, 
as it were, in the midſt of the rocks, when, in ſpite 
of the dark cloud by which he was ſurrounded, he 
beheld two brilliant lights; they were the eyes of the 
youngeſt nymph of the waters. 

« Is it you, my Lord?” ſhe cried; “ then we 
arc happy; we trembled, indeed, for you, when we 
ſaw the mountain fall in upon you; take hold of my 
hair; fear not to hurt me; I have ſtrength and cou- 
rage.” Saying this, ſhe extended her trelles to him; 
clinging to theſe, he arrived at the entrance of the 
cavern. 
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The firſt care of Habib was to thank his deliverer. 
« You owe me nothing, ſaid ſhe; “ I would wil- 
lingly make you the happieſt of mankind.” At the 
ſame time, reaching to him her hand, ſhe led him 
from rock to rock, till they came to the outward 
rampart of the palace of {tc 4 the rciidence of the 
genie Niſabil. 
Still the conqueſt of the 7 iſland was not ac- 
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compliſhed; the palace of ſteel appeared inaccel- 
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1cnce the hero penetrated into the court of 


. 


9 
the caitle. 
en the ſummit of which was an iron cage, and which 
was covered with talilmans. There was written, 
« thou canſt not be deſtroyed, but by the force of 
Arabia.” Habib ſtruck the column with his ſword; 
an immenſe noiſe reverberated from the bottom of 
the caverns to the ſummit of the dome. The co- 
lumn fell; and the ſubjects of Dorathil-goaſe, here 
confined in chains, roſe from their dungeons. The 
alſo fell to the carth. Habib beheld an 
but could not diſcern what it 


TY 


is the midit of this court was a column, 


iron cage, 
extraordinary objec 
was; it was a woman entirely naked; her face be- 
ing covered with her hair. Who are you, Ma- 
dam?” ſaid Habib. My Lord,” ſhe anſwered, 


« releaſe me from my priſon; give me ſome vet, 
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that I may appear decently before you. This“ cage 
is ſecured by a taliſman, which the ſtern Niſabil 
carries always with him; take it from him; reſtore 
me to liberty, and I will not ceaſe to bleſs God, 
Mahomet, and you.“ © What,” faid the Knight, 
« do you forget the great Solomon, in whoſe name 
I unfold the gates of all dungeons ?”* Saying this, he 
broke the cage in pieces with his ſcimetar. 

The three nymphs divided their cloathing with 
the fair priſoner, and thus enabled her to appear be- 
fore Rabib, without injury to her modeſty. As 
ſoon as the ſubjects of Dorathil-goaſe were releaſed 
from their ſetters, they proſtrated themſelyes before 
the fair unknown, with every mark of protonnd 
veneration, and with a zeal, for which Habib could 
aſſign no motive. What arc you doing!“ he 
cried; © and who is this lady?” This, my 
Lord,” replicd one, “ is the dame of the beautiful 
hair; before the rebellion of Abarikaf, ſhe was our 
Queen, and the is the couſin of Dorathil-goaſe. 
«© Heavens!” interrupted the Prince,“ a Queen! 
and the couſin of Dorathil-goaſe ! how can I reſtore 
her what ſhe has lot?” © This will not be diffi- 
uit,” replicd the other.“ In yon tower the tyrant 
ad depoſited not only all our Queen's riches, but all 
that our iſle produced. Yon females at the bottom 
of the court were her attendants ; they ſhewed too 
great a ſenſe of their ſovereign's misfortunes, and a 
dungeon was the recompenſe of their fidelity.“ 

« Aſſemble,” cried Habib, “ all thoſe who were 
about your Queen's perſon, and let them with her 


P 4 


2 e [ = 4 i. ue, . 
— . 2 5 22 Fg ants 
95 TR OM. 8 - * . Fr 4 
e * 9 . e pill oy _ * #4 pa 
* * ny * Wh 3 22 * N 98 * 


—— 


r N 
PP EE as Sons © Saba 
9 


* * * 
8 » %* 


ver 1 


320 SRQUEL TO THE 


return to the palace, with all their property! 
was in her ſervice,” returned the other. Do you 
then get together all that may be neceſſary to he! 
convenience, and having done this, accompany me 
through the palace, that I may conduct the Queen to 
the moſt magnificent apartment.” 

This was foon done; and Habib taking the lady 
of the beautiful hair by the hand, “ ſuffer me, Ma- 
dam,” ſaid he, “ to reſtore you to your proper rights; 


here you are miſtreſs ; and let the Knight of Dora- 


thil-goaſe have the honour of replacing you in your 
palace.“ 

The lady of rhe beautiful hair, with downcaſt 
eyes, ſuffered herſelf to be conducted to an apare- 
ment which had been prepared for her, and which 
ſhe doubtleſs preferred to the cage from which ſhe 
had been delivered. It was in the higheſt degree 
ſuperb ; riches of all kinds were aſſembled, and the 
lady indeed found there more ſplendour, and more 
of every thing, that was eſſential for her own uſe, 
or that of her court. The three nymphs of the ſez 
had followed her, and as the friends of the Arabian 
Knight, entreated the honour of being ſuffered to 
arrange her beautiful hair. Alas!” the replied, 
« theſe have been the occaſion of my miſery, dur- 
ing which, nevertheleſs, they have been my principal 
conſolation. I confeſs, without compunction, my 
extreme fondneſs for them. I reſign them to you 
without reſerve.” The dame of the beautiful hair 
then left her toilet, with a turban of network on her 
head, adorned with rows of pearls and rubies ;, two, 
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other ſuperb veſts fell, adorned in like manner, over 
her ſhoulders, and below her waiſt. 

The hour cf dinner was announced; Habib beg- 
ged to attend her; the amiable daughters of the ſea 
were alſo detained; and for the firſt time in his life, 
Habib found himſelf at table with women, and for 
the firſt time in ſix months, was provided with a re- 
paſt, not obtained by his own exertions but thoſe of 
others. 

The dame of the beautiful hair was young; of a 
fine form, and exquiſitely fair; her eyes, full of 
fire, ſpoke with a captivating languor; a heart, not 
already engaged, could not have avoided being paſ- 
ſionately attached to her; but no one could be in- 
lenlible of the molt tender intereſt for her, inſpired 
alike by her perſon and misfortunes. Habib viewed 
her with looks of the ſofteſt pity, not unobſerved by 
1[zaide,. The repaſt finiſhed with acts of mutual 
attention; the company then paſſed to a ſaloon, 
where Habib intreated the lady, if not too painful a 
talk, to oblige them with the tale of her misfortunes. 
She ſighed deeply ; and after drying her ſtreaming, 


des, the thus began: 


The Story f ihe Lady of the beautiful Hair. 


« MY father, from the goodneſs of his brother, 
the t-ther of Dorathil-goaſe, enjoyed the crowns of 
the green and blue lands, on paying homage and an 
anuual tribute, I, like my couſin, was the ſcle 
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fruit of the marriage of a Prince with a daughter 
a genie. Ullabouſatrous, the father of my aunt Ca- 
marilzaman, had formed a deſign of eſtablithing in 
theſe regions all the genies who had ſubmitted to So- 
lomon, of whom alfo that Prophet had made him 
chief. To prevent alſo any infidelity on their part, 
it was his deſire to unite them all with the deſcen- 
dants of Adam. Many of them reſiſted his mcaſures, 
amongſt others Abarikaf, Mokilracham, and his fa— 
mily, and Miſakobhe. They afligned a different 
motive, indeed, but the true one was, the ſpirit of 
rebellion, already glowing in their boſoms; with 
the determination to avow this, whenever the op- 
portunity of exerting it ſucceſsfully ſhould occur, 

& I loſt my parents at the ſame time that Dora- 
thil-goaſe loſt her's; and I found myſelf Quecn, 
under the guardianſhip of an old Vizir, choſen by 
my father. The infolent Miſakobhe, one of the fa- 
vorites of Abarikaf, became enamoured, not of me, 
but of my hair. Always buſted in magic and en- 
chantments, he learned, that it he could eſpouſe me, 
he ſhould ſubject to his power as many genies as ! 
had hairs; each was to be confined by a ſingle hair, 
vhich at every operation, I was thus to loſe, 1 
knew the audacity of his deſigns; for he one day 
preſumed to make an effort to ſeduce me, by a flat- 
tering picture of the grandeur I was hereafter to pol- 
lels. I re 


Prince Daliſha, who bcforc had captivated my heart, 


>Qted his offers, and gave my hand to 


and we were hardly united, before the revolt of 
Abarikaf was avowed. He had drawn into his re— 
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bellious purpoſes all the inhabitants of the black iſles 
which he governed as Vizir. Legions of ſpirits 
came in throngs to join his banners from the remoteſt 
parts of the world. With difficulty could Ha- 


boufatrous, with his little daughter, keep his ground 


in the iſle of Medinaz-il-bator, and could by no 
means aſſiſt theſe which Mokilracham and Miſa- 
kobhe had uſurped, in obedience to the will of Aba- 
rikaf. Daliſha, my huſband, was vanquiſhed, and 
dragged to the black iſland, where the villain Aba- 
rikaf detains him as an hoſtage, and the abandoned 
Miſakobhe again perſecuted me with his odious of- 
fers. Queen,” ſaid he, “ you are iree; you can 


no longer belong to him who is my ſave; you are 


the property of the victor.” © Vile rebel,” I ex- 
claimed, “ you, and all that have a{li:tcd you, ſhall 
one day ſuffer exemplary punithment.” He retired 
in a rage, and I remained a prifoner in my palace. 
Every day he repeated his importunities, and I ſtu- 
died to give him irefh marks of my contempt, At 
length, deſpairing of ſucceſs, he reſolved on em- 
ploying violence; I, in return, threatened to pull 
out my hair, one by one; he foamed with rage. 
4 will prevent that, he cried; “ they ſhall be- 
ome your only reſource.” Then it was that the 
monſter refolved to enchant me in the iron cage; 
my hair alone was left me as a protection againſt the 
[eyerity of the climate ; the injuries of time, and the 
diſtreſs of being compelled to appear naked to tuch 
cyes as he thought proper. Thus was I compelled 
o preſerve my hair, the lir{t cauſe of my raisfortunes 
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and of his unreaſonable hopes. Every morning he. 
came to the foot of the pillar, inquiring if I was at 
length wearied with my ſufferings,, and would con- 
ſent to marty him. TI only entreated him to let me 
die; whilſt he, throwing water into the air with his 
hand, exclaimed, „Live, ſuffer, ſigh, weep, and 
preſerve your hair!” Every evening alſo he wooed 
me to partake his bed; always on my refuſal, re- 
peating the fame ceremony, and the ſame expreſ- 
tions. This, my Lord, is my afflicting hiſtory, ] 
cannot tell how long my ſufferings have endured, 
being wholly loſt and abſorbed by my melancholy 
reflections. You have in part delivered me; bit 
divided from a huſband whom J dearly love, and 
impreſſed with the idea of the dreadful ſufferings 
which he mult doubtleſs undergo, I cannot eagerly 
reſign myſelt to theſe tranſports, which the preſence 
of my deliverer, and my change of fortune, might 
be ſuppoſed to inſpire.” In pronouncing the words, 
the lady of the beautiful hair burſt into tears, and 
by an habitual and involuntary movement, ſhe car- 
ried her fingers to her hair, 

Habib had never known any diſappointments but 
his own; this recital, therefore, made him acquaint- 
ed with new emoticons. His foul was much agitated, 
at the ſame time Ilzaide ſighed and left the apart- 
ment. On her return, and when the fair mourner 
was compoſed, Habib obtained ſufficient command 
of himſelſ thus to ſpeak: 

« Madam,” ſaid he, © by the ſword which has 
been entruſted to me, here I ſwear, that your huſ- 
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band ſhall be reſtored to your arms; that I will 
avepge your injuries, and thoſe of Dorathil-goaſe, 


till the laſt reel who ſhall have offended you ſhall 


periſl. Miſakobhe, I have reaſon to believe, a> 
ready ſuffers in part the chaſtiſement of his abomi- 
nable crimes. With reſpect to myſelf, I am ſufff- 
ciently revenged; but this is not the caſe with re- 
ſpect to Heaven, Dorathil-goaſe, and yourſelf.— 
Let us viſit him together: he ſhall be puntthed by 
thoſe very inſtruments which, by the means of his 
magic powers, he had provided for others. Conde- 
ſcend, Madam, to accompany me, that thus, with 
the aid of Heaven and its favourites, I may put an 
end to your misfortunes; I go to make you ſentible 
of the pleaſure of revenge.” 

Saying this, he conducted the lady and the three 
daughters of the ſca to the place where the mountain 
had fallen in, and which blocked up the pallage 
made in the rock to lead to the caſtle, on the margin 
of the ocean. On their arrrival, Habib drew his 
ſeimetar; he ſtruck the maſs of rocks three times 
% Miſakobhe,” he cried, “ if thou groaneſt here 
beneath theſe rocks, let me kno e it by ſome fignal'; 


the Arabian Knight cornes to ſpeak with thee.“ 


— 


At the ſame moment, the moſs icemed to cicvate- 


itlelf a little, anda groan, as of one in agony, Was 


heard, The lady of the beautiful hair recognized 
the ſound and trembled. Rebel genie, conti- 
nued Habib, “ I know not all thy crimgs ; but 
before thou goeſt to expiate them in the dungeons of 


Caucaſus, it is neceflary that thou ſhouldſt be hum- 
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bled before a Queen, whom thou haſt ſo meanly, 
and with ſo much cowardice, abuſed.” Habib im- 
mediately approzched the Queen; Madam,” he 
continued, “ this moniter wiſhed to avail himſelf of 
your hair to conane ip'ritual agents; his ambition 
ſhall be e by the ſame means he intended to 
nſe in it> οmpliſnment and object.“ Habib again 
Fri. „ Wretch!' he exclaimed, “ thou 
halt h. de of thoſe hairs thou didſt defire fo 
much wit they ihall be to thee three chains, confin- 
| 1cck, thy hands and thy feet.“ Then caſt- 
ing thiee hairs into the air, With a voice more firm 
and cornmanding, he cried, © ye ſervants of the 
true God, protect 
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loaded with fetters, was ſeen ; his head was bowed 


down to the nd at the fect of the lady of the 
beautiful hair, and initani'y the viſion Ii {ſappearcd. 


Whilſt this was going on, Ilzaide hid herſelf be- 
hind the Knight; the Queen arfcovercd a mixture 
of diſguſt and terror. Madam,” ſaid Habib, 
„ recover Your r fortitude e; yOu percecive how pre 
cious a treaſure you have in your hair; they ſha! 
this night deliver you Pn alt the enemies who at 
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means of infallibly reducing the rebels of the blue 
iſland, without the trouble of going to attack them. 
Nay more, I think I ſee the means of prevailing 
over Abarikaf himſelf, and of verifying, at the ex- 
pence of the enemies of Dorathil-goaſe and your- 
ſelf, the magical determination that your treſſes 
ſhould bind legions of genies.” The lady of the 
beautiful hair retired to her apartment, attended by 
the three nymphs of the ſea; confiding in the wiſdom 
of the Prince, ſhe toook a handful of her hair, happy 
to ſee them converted to fo glorious a purpoſe. — 
[lzaide carried them to Habib: who advancing with 
them to the dungeons, repeated the ſame operation, 
and all the rebels were ſeized on the fpot, and hur- 
ricd away to the abyiles of Caucaſus. He then aſ- 
cended the terrace before the caſtle, repeating the 
ſame proceſs, and adjuring the miniſters of the Pro- 
phet that the ſame effect might be produced on the 
rebels of the green iſle, and of ſuch as ſtill remained 
in poſſeſtion of the blue. A hollow murmur, as if 
produced by diſtant groans, was heard, and which 
proved that the event was correſpondent to his wiſhes. 
At this moment he pauſed to deliberate, and thus 
exclaimed: “ Were I at this moment to appear 
before you, my beloved II-Haboul, I thoula be lefs 
humiliated, indeed, but I ſhould not be preſumptu- 
ous,” He then bound round his ſcimetar what re- 
rained of the hair, and went to rejoin the lady in the ſa- 


oon, where the remained, in company with the 
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ö « Madam, ſaid he, you may 
no y be compoled ; your enemies have vaniſhed. 
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Born to a throne, you have, indeed, had occaſica 
for my lervices ; but from . th ey will be of 
no value to you: My deitiny and my duty will to- 
morrow compell me to leave you; but if Heaven 
ihall be favourable to my arms, you may be afſured 
I will not loſe ſighe of your deareſt intereſts. If you 
Will ſo tar Roneur me, I will bear your commands 
to the hlue ile; I muſt allo deprive you of my lovely 
attendants; I have ſtill two ſeas to paſs, from which 
the power of tyrants have referved the means of na- 
vigation ; I ſhall require their obliping aid.“ 

The lady of the beautiful hair ſuffered ſome chag- 
rin at being ſo ſoon obliged to part with her delive- 
rer; but fie deemed it Ronourable to acquiefce in 
what ſh: could not but approve; and they took 
leave of cach other, with every mark of. the moſt 
eordial encem. 

The firit beams of morn ſaw Habib and his com- 
they fiexy over the waters, and ar- 


panions depart: 
of the blue itle about mid-day: 


rived on the ſhores 
The inhabitants allembled, and with tranſports en— 
joyed their unexpected deliverance; their tyrants 
had almoſt. inviſibly been ſeized, and hurrie 
Habib increaſed their joy, by confirming 
the freedom of their Queen; and as they were moſt 
he wiſhed to learn 


them ot 


conti nous to the black 1iland, 
from them, what had been the event of the attack of 
Abarikaf on the ifland which continued faithful to 


Dorathil-goanſe. 
«© My Lord,“ ſaid the inhabitants, “ ever ſince 


the rebels were maſters of this iſle, they have not 
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feft us even a ſingle fiſhing boat; having the means 
of communicating with each other, they have de- 
prived us of all opportunity of having any connec- 
tion with beings like ourſelves; we cannot leave our 
own coaſt, and thereſore can know nothing of what 
paſſes on theirs. But whether it may be the effect 
of any tempeſt, more or leſs remote, we cannot 
ſay ; yet the arm of the fea which ſeparates us from 
them, has for ſome days been blacker than uſual 
The billows, without being ſeemingly agitated, by 
any wind or current, have ſwelled prodigiouſly ; 
and we ace of opinion, without being able to aſſign 
any reaſon, that the paſſage from hence to the black 
illand mult be extremely dangerous. ; 
The Arabian hero determining to ſee on the mor- 
row the truth of their deſcription, accepted the hoſ- 
pitality they offered him, and without at all declar- 
ing his intentions, partook of the amuſements of a 
leult, given in cclebration of their deliverance. — 
Before funriſe, he entered his bark, and coaſting 
round the blue iſland, attempted to advance 1:1t0 the 
{trait which led to the black, but the ſea became ſo 
very tempettuous, that his dolphins were ſeized with 
terror, and ha{lened to run on the ſhore of the blue 
Hand. In vain did Habib ſtrike the waters with 
his fermetar; in vain did he pronounce the word. 
which he had hitherto found ſuperior to all enchant- 
ments. The charm he had tocontend with, did nat 
exiſt in the air, and the. effect which was about to 
auth his bark againſt the ſhore, ſeemed perfectly na- 
ral, although the cauſe certainly was not ſo.— 
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The monſters which inhabited the neighbouring ſeas, 
were all collected in the ſtrait he had to paſs; the 
waves ſwelled to an enormous height, and their 
tempeſtuous agitation would have menaced the ſafety 
of the largeſt veſſel. Accuſtomed as the ſea nymphs 
were to the monſters of the deep, and animated by 
the preſence of their hero, which would have in- 
ſpired courage to the moſt trembling boſom, they 
haſtened to the ſhore where the Arabian Prince re- 
mained for ſome moments in profound thought, 
« What,” he exclaimed, © can all this mean? 
why are the dolphins and the nymphs fo terrificd, 
and what can have rentlered that powerful word inet- 
fectual, which J had the authority to pronounce ? 
The ſword of Solomon, without his wiſdom alſo, 
is uſeleſs. Beloved 1-Haboul, aid and inſpire me! 
Open me, Oh! ſword, the abyſſes of the ſea, if to 
them I muſt penetrate,” At this moment, he was 
on the ſummit of a ſteep rock; inſtantly he plunged 
headlong into the waters, and found himſelf ſur— 
rounded by innumerable multitudes of fiſnes. In 
the name of Sylomon,” he cried, “ by whatever 
power ye are here aſſembled, retire to your ſecret 
hiding places.“ He no ſooner uttered this, than 


the effect was prompt and anſwerable to his withes. 


The nymphs ſaw their hero ſwimming on the unob— 
ſtructed waters; they plunged in to join him; and 
no longer had any reſiſtance from the hillows to 
combat. But ſuddenly, they were ſpectators of a 
conteſt dreadful to an extreme; their Prince was 
engaged with Abarikaf himſelf, who, in the form 
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of an enormous whale, was making aſtoniſhing ex- 
ertions. When the hero approached, the monſter, 
opening his prodigious throat, ſpouted forth a tor- 


rent, which, for a time, buried Habib beneath its 


preſſure ; but ſoon he recovered himſelf, and leaping 
on the back of his enemy, with that ſword whoſe 
force nothing could reſiſt, he inflited a deep wound 
to the very inmolt parts of the living maſs he had to 
oppoſe. The huge animal covering the ſurface with 
foam and blood, ſunk to the abyſs. Habib now 
wanted to recover his breath; but he did not fail to 
mark where the trace of blood and foam was conti- 
nued. At this criſis he heard a female voice, calling 
to him to ſeat himſelf on a dolphin, and with grati- 
inde he acknowledged the kindneſs of Heaven, again 
interpoſing to protect him. Habib accepted what 
was- offered him by Ilzaide, and was now able to 
purſue his combat with compoſure and deliberation. 
Overpowered with terror, the genies which accom- 
panicd Abarikaf, in the ſhapes of ſea lions, wolves, 
and other monſters, eagerly deſired to ſave themſelves 
by flight; but a power ſuperior to their own reſtrain- 
ed them. This was a portion of the hair of the 
Qucen of the green and blue iſſands. May theſe 
hairs,“ ſays Habib, as he threw fome of them into 
the waters, “ make as many ſlaves of God, by the 
means of Solomon his Prophet, as the wretched 
Miſakobhe intended to make by them, if his ſchemes 
had ſucceeded.” The charm had its effect, and all 
the genies became impriſoned in che bodies of theſe 
animals, whoſe form they had aiſumed. The 
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whale, in which was Abarikaf, exhauſted by the Tofs 
of blood, floated like an huge iſland on the waves. 
Fhe Knight left his dolphin, and leaping on the back 
of the vanquiſhed moniter ; returned thanks to Fea 
ven, the giver of victories. 

At this moment, Ilzaide, animated by the ex- 


ample of ker valiant Knight, mounted allo on the 


back of the whale and was foon followed by her 
ſiſters. In the mean time, the creature floating 
along with the current, paiicd the remote!} 

tory. of the black iſland. Habib, after modeſtly re- 
ceiving the congratulations of als Companions, aſked 
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what that land was he {aw Þ=2tore him, at the limits 


of the horizon 7! lk hat,” replicd the eldeſt nymph, 
« ig the iſland of Medinaz-:! _— in whoſe . 
tal our ſovereign reſides.“ Habib could with difff 
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micht-arrive, © as to be able ta her my Queen the 
monſter on which Þ kt; for I dount not but the re- 
bel Abarikat is imprifoned in its entrails.“ 

« Doubtleſs, you may accompliih this,” anſwer- 
ed the filters; and inſtantly they plunged beneath 
the waves to find theſe marine plants, of vchich they 
made the traces for their dolphins. They ſoon re- 
turned, and the dolphins were yoked to the whale, 
which ceaſing to obey the current, now went di— 
realy towards the great harbour of Medinaz-11-bator. 
At this moment were heard within the huge mon- 


ſter, groans like the hollow murmurs of agitated. 


waters,. conhned by rocks. 
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Abalikaf found himſelf on the point of being given 
np to the vengeance of [{-IHTabzufatrous, and Dora- 
thil-gonſe; he knew he had no mercy to expect. 
In the mean time, the approach of an enormous ob- 
ject towards Ivi-dinaz-l-bator, was diſcerned by II- 
bakaras, whole office it was to watch over the inte- 
reſts of Dorathil- goaſe, with reſpect to the extent 
of the ſeas, and all the territory of the black iſland. 

This Vizir, in the form of a bird, was ſtationed 
in the middle region of the air, for the whole of 
Medinaz.- il-bator was occupied by the rebels. He 
3:40 ſome unuſual movement in the waters, 
but could not 1magine by what 1t was occaſioned. 
He ventured cautiouſly to deſcend from his ſtation, 
and he found the paſſage through the air no longer 
obſtructed ; with the fame care he continued to de- 
ſcend towards the earth. The dark milts and clonds 
by which Medinaz e was before enveloped, 
ſcemed to havevanithed, and to have attached them- 
ſelves to the black iſland. 

Py degrees, the point to which he had directed his 
eyes, ſcemed to him like a floating iſland, of capa- 
city enough to block up the harbour towards which 
it ſceined to be bearing. Wich a precipitate flight, 


he haſtened to inform D. rathil-goale of what he had 
behcll. He deſcribed the motion he had diſcovered 
in the waters; the itland which ſeemed gradually to 
riſe from its botom; its approach towards their 

| farther, that he had beheld living be- 


ings on its ſuriace. © In other reſpects,” ſaid he, 


Abarlklaf ticcms to have called off his forces to the 
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black iſland, where their multitude ſeems to darken 
the day. There is nothing menacing in the appear- 
ance of the iſland which approaches; but as it mult 
have been the produce of enchantment, your ſaga- 
city muſt be carc{ul to prevent and ſubdue its effects.“ 
Dorathil-goaſe immediately ſent for her two mini- 
ſters, and her grandfather, II-Hatrous-habous, and 
in a moment, the coaſts were lincd with all the war- 
riors of the country. 

Il-Habrous aſſembled round him all the genies of 
his party, that he might reſiſt the attacks of Abari- 
kaf, All was prepared in Medinaz-il-bator for the 
moſt vigorous defence. Habib, his eyes unalterably 
fixed on that ſhore he deſired fo ardently to approach, 
very ſoon diſcovered the alarm his appearance had 
communicated ; he went a little out of his way, to 
cut in a ſmall iſland a branch of laurcl, which he 
gave to IIzaide. Go,” ſaid he, © my beloved 
friend, and bear with you this branch as a ſign of 
peace; go to the Queen, and tell her an Arabian 
Knight, whoſe life is devoted to her ſervice, de— 
mands permiſſion to throw himſelf at her feet.” II- 
Zaide did as ſhe was directed; ſhe took the branch 
in her hand, and diving bencath a rock ncareſt the 
harbour, ſhe preſented herſelf before the guards, who 
were there ſtationed, with the laurel branch, and 
begged to be conducted to the preſence of Dorothil- 
goale, Who can deſcribe the lively tranſports of 
the Queen, at the ſight and meſſagc of the lovely 
meilenger ! She was in a moment ready to fly to the 
ſhore, but her miniſter detaincd her. 
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«© Madam,” ſaid he, © your enemy is well in- 
formed that your fates promiſe you deliverance by 
an Arabian Knight; he may uſe thoſe delicate lips 
only the better to enſnare you. The means by which 
he approaches, are ſo very extraordinary, that I beg 
to propoſe a few queſtions to his meſſenger. 

« Nymph of the Sea,“ ſaid the Vizir,“ for I 
perceive you are one, ©* can you inform us by what 
means the Knight, whoſe approach you mention, 
intends to land here? Does he not know, that the 
iſland on which he floats will block up our harbour.” 
Wat,“ ſaid IIzaide, “ do you take for an iſland 
an enormous whale, which I law him ſlay, and on 
which I and my filters afterwards mounted along 
with him? This monſter, he tells us, was the 
Queen's greateſt enemy, and he comes to preſent 
um to her.. And what,” ſaid the Queen, © do 
You not recognize Habib in this noble action?“ — 
Not yet, Madam,” anſwered the Miniſter. © A- 
arikaf might arrive at your illand in the thape of a 
whale, and impoſe laws upon you in his own per- 
lon.” © Abarikaf,” interrupted Ilzaide, may, in- 
deed, with his crew, have perpetrated the mo ſtodious 
crimes; but I fancy he never will again. It is he, 
1 believe, who groans within the whale ; at leaſt the 
hero ſays it is.“ 

And who is this hero,” ſaid the Vizir, “ my 
lovely friend?“ © Itis he,” returned Ilzaide, raiſ- 
ing her voice, © who killed the vile Ilracham ; 
Cham, the tyger his ſon, and the huge giant armed 
With ſteel; who has delivered the Lady of the beau- 
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nfvl hair, and who has made all the monſters perith 
who oppreſſed and 1njured us. He does all in the 
name of our Queen Dorathil-goaſe; my ſiſters ſay 
he is an hero; for my part, I do not know what a 
hero is; but if yon love him half as much as I do, 
you would fly to him this moment.“ Dorathil- 
ovale, in ſpite of her impatience, liſtened with de— 
light to the encomiums pailed on the idol of her 
heart. She then turned to Ilbacaras, “ Fly,” ſaid 
ſhe, © inſtantly ; you know Habib; go to him in 
your natural form, and let two of your genies con— 
duct him here.“ „ And my ſiſters, Madam,” ſaid 
Hzaide, “they muſt come too; they are always 
with him, and would not leave him.” „ Yes, 
lovely nymph,” replicd the Queen, © we will receive 
your ſiſters alſo, whom, with yourſelf, we will load 
With caretles.” 

Ilbacaras went without emotion, ſecing the fair 
ambaſſadreſs remain as an hoſtage ; the truth of what 
ſhe ſaid did not remain ambiguous, IIL-Hatrous ar- 
rived. © It is your Arabian knight, my daughter, 
whom we are about to receive ; he is come to re- 
place on your hcad the crowns of which you have 
been ſo long deprived.” _ Ihe charming Queen was 
almoit overpowercd by the emotions of her joy; the 
commanded her Vizir, and the cntreated her grand- 
ſire, to ifſue-directuons that her Knight might be re- 
ceived in triumph; her Knight, who was alſo her 
deliverer, her lover, and her huſband ; and the in— 
formed her{cli from the gentle Ilzaide of all mary 
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more particular circumſtances, which often changed 
her joy to the livelieſt pity and concern. 4 

Ilbacaras advanced to the hero: he deſired him 
inſtantly to go to the palace of the Queen. Not 
yet,” replied Habib; “ the preſent moment I owe 
to her intereſts. You mult open the whale ; I mult 
be preſent ; I once ſuffered from my indiſcretion, 
which taught me to be cautious for the future. I 
apprehend that the deteſtable enemy of your Queen 


ſtill exiſts in the body of the monſter, in whoſe form 


he dared to attack me; of this I mult be ſatisfied, 
that he may ſee me as an inſtrument of Solomon, 
againſt whom he revolted, as well as to ſecure the 
repole of your Queen.” Ilbacaras cauſed the whale 
to be dragged on ſhore, in a convenient place. Ha- 
bib then approached, and thus ſpake : Vile enemy 
of the Moſt High, hoſtile to him and to his prophet, 
art thou confined within that priſon ?”” A loud groan 
was heard, which ſeemed to proceed from the entrails 
of the monſter. 

Speak,“ continued Habib,“ or expect the moſt 
ſevere tortures.“ © I do,” might then be heard in 
a complaining tone. 

The Knight then took from his boſom the hairs 
which remained.“ May the projects of the aban- 
doned thus,” ſaid he, © operate againſt them. May 
thoſe hairs become chains of iron to bind them from 


ail powers of action; may they be delivered to the 
ſervants of Solomon, and plunged into the abyſſes of 
Caucaſus.” Having ſaid this, Habib faſtened the 
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hairs on the whale's head, and the enormous mafs 
then made an effort as if to reheve itſelf, but it was 
not repeated, © My Queen, then, is in ſafety,” 
1 cried Habib; © I may now indulge my tranſports, 
W - and entreat to be conducted to her preſence.” 
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